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FIGHTING THE CELEBRATION 



Resisting the "New World" Order 




by Jeff Nygaard 
"They brought us parrots, and balls of 
cotton, and spears, and many other things 
which they exchanged for glass beads and 
hawks' bells. They willingly traded every¬ 
thing they owned...They have no iron, 
their spears are made of cane. They would 
make fine sevants. With fifty men we could 
subjugate them all and make them do 
whatever we want ." 

From Columbus' Diary, about the 
Arawak People 


I N 1492, A GREAT MAN WITH A 
BOLD VISION persuaded a stubborn 
queen to sell her jewels to pay for a 
crazy trip that everyone thought would 
carry him and his brave crew off the 
edge of the earth to certain death. But 
instead of sailing off the edge of the 
earth, Christopher Columbus discov¬ 
ered a "New World" and proceeded to 
bring civilization to the savages that he 
found there. That’s how the story goes, 
right? 


No? Well how about this version: in 
1492, a greedy adventurer, 
Christopher Columbus, convinced the 
king and queen of Spain to use some of 
their immense wealth to fund a trip to 
Asia via a direct Western route. In ex¬ 
change for opening up this western 
route, they would agree to give Colum¬ 
bus a 10% cut of all the wealth that 
would ever be shipped back to Spain, 
and to make him an "admiral of the 
open sea." After getting hopelessly 
lost, he and his men were taken in by 
the indigenous people of the western 
hemisphere, whom they proceeded to 
enslave and slaughter in huge num¬ 
bers. The forcible transfer of wealth 
from poor country to rich that was thus 
begun continues to this day. 

Well you guessed it: The second 
version is much more historically 
accurate than the first, even 
though the first version is the one 
that most schoolchildren in the US 
have been taught for many dec¬ 
ades. 


SO WHAT? 

So next year, 1992, will be the 500th 
anniversary of the landing of Columbus 
in this hemisphere, and the ruling 
classes in this country and throughout 
the hemisphere want to celebrate in a 
big way. I mean a really big way. Here 
are some of the things we’ll be seeing 
(whether we want to or not): ad cam¬ 
paigns; re-enactments of Columbus’ 
voyage; TV shows; parades; a com¬ 
memorative postage stamp; the re-nam¬ 
ing of roads, bridges and highways; 
even the launching of a huge flotilla 
spaceships to Mars and the "marriage" 
of a huge statue of Columbus to...the 
Statue of Liberty! (I’m not making this 
up.) 

Now, necessary to this big celebra¬ 
tion, obviously, is the perpetuation of the 
national illusion of Columbus as the ro¬ 
mantic adventurer who "found" the 
new world. The whole idea of the cele¬ 
bration, as our pseudo-leaders would 



PLEASE RECYCLE 


(Continued on page 5) 











































































































































Letters 


Fuck Shit Up Fan Mail 

To Love and Rage, 

Hi folks! Really like Love and Rage. 
Nearly pissed my pants reading about 
the people in Washington who passed 
out leaflets offering money for yellow 
ribbons! Your paper really gives peo¬ 
ple some good ideas about being a 
pain in the ass to the corporate ass¬ 
holes who run (over) the country. 

I’m a Wobbly myself. We organized 
an IWW group in this area and are hav¬ 
ing lots of fun with it. 

Also, we organized an IWW march¬ 
ing bloc in the AFL-CIO parade on 
Aug. 31. We’re showing people that 
militant unionism is still alive and well. 

Solidarity, 
J. Kelly 

Up Chuck and Di 


other projects are under way in King¬ 
ston, so there isn’t much time. 

However, I still hope that something 
will go ahead. My original letter call¬ 
ing for an action was written on a day 
when the cops were harassing me, so I 
apologize for the slightly violent per¬ 
haps pseudo-macho undertones. I am 
very well aware that the royal couple 
will be well protected, and we have no 
illusions about what would happen if 
things got out of hand. Having said 
this however, I still hope that some 
sort of small gathering and action 
would happen.. .maybe with some peo¬ 
ple from Southern Ontario and a hand¬ 
ful of people from the States. With 
30-50 anarchists things could be fun, 
and still give a clear message. In a 
crowd of 300-400 liberal Kingstonians 
we would be a visible, but somewhat 


need the paper since I’m currently suf¬ 
fering post-student, suburbia inaction, 
working at a bookstore. 

I’m helping publish Left Green 
Notes ; I’ve also had plans to publish 
my own ’zine, which is called LIVID, 
but am waiting indefinitely. 

I was previously involved with a 
democratic socialist group and found 
no answers to recurring problems 
there. 

I strongly support the presidential 
boycott and hope to get more involved 
- turn apathy into action. No vote = 

No State. 

I’m also excited at the bi-lingual as¬ 
pect of the paper, since I begin Span¬ 
ish in a few weeks. I look forward to 
my first issue, and to getting more in¬ 
volved. 

Britt P 


Dear friends, 

Sorry about not keeping up to date 
with the "Up Chuck and Di" protest 
that may happen in Kingston in Octo¬ 
ber. I have been really busy, and not a 
lot has gotten done. A whole lot of 


Love and Rage is created by the Love and Rage 
Network, a group of supporters who are in general 
Love and Rage Political Statement and contribute 
time, money, and energy to Love and Rage. Major ] 
decisions and overall policy are made when all the 
supporters gather for a conference - roughly once a I 
year. Less major interim decisions (consistent with 
decisions of the conference) are made by a Network 
Council of people from many regions that meets at 
least once between conferences. Any group with a 
genuine interest in the project may send 2 voting 
delegates to Network Council meetings. Decisions 
requiring faster action (consistent with decisions of I 
the conference and Network Council) are made by an 
elected Coordinating Group which consults with the 
Production Group (PG) by phone and mail. Day to day I 
decisions are made by the PG, resident in New York | 
City, where the paper is published. In some cities and 
regions, Love and Rage supporters have organized 
themselves to cooperate in' support of the paper on 
the local level and they sometimes plug into the rest 
of the network through their group or collective. 
Other supporters work alone. 

Most Love and Rage supporters are active in ef¬ 
forts to change the world above and beyond publish¬ 
ing Love and Rage. Supporters are involved in a broad I 
range of local groups and non-groups, publications or j 
various sorts, and issue networks and organizations 
that work nationally and internationally, and they | 
often write about their activities in Love and Rage. 

The Love and Rage Network is not a closed circle 
of friends. If you are in general agreement with the 
Political Statement and are comfortable pledging your I 
time, energy or money to our joint effort, you can 
become part of the network and participate fully in 
the decision making process. Ask the person who 
sold or gave you the paper, or write to: 

Love and Rage 
Box 3 Prince St Station 
New York, NY 10012 
(212)925 7966 I 


Coordinating Group 

Audrey, Minneapolis, MN 
Brent, Dayton, OH 
Brian, WilHamstown, MA 
Dan, Brooklyn, NY 
Gustavo, Miami, FL 
Jacynthe, Hull, Quebec 
Johnnie, Atlanta, GA 
Kieran, Minneapolis, MN 
Laurie, Chicago, IL 
Liz, Boston, BAA 
Matt, facilitator, New York, NY 
Isa, Co-Facilitator, Brooklyn, NY 

I Production Group: 

| Wendy, Rachel, Matt, Lisa, Gwendolin, Gene, 
Dema, Dan, Dave, Isa, Jane, Chris, Christopher, 
Chris, Bob, Ashley, Ed, Isa, Jacynthe, Holly, Felix, 
Paul, Jesse 

Translations: 

Alvaro, Gustavo, Nina, Eugenio 

We try to go to press by the second weekend of | 
each month, so we ask that submissions be in the 
office by the first of the month. We try to mail the 
issues by the third weekend of each month, though 
that is often not possible because we don't have the 
money. If you are having trouble getting the paper 
| please call the office. 

Boring Disclaimer: 

Look. Articles, letters, Notes of Revolt, and other 
j things printed in Love and Rage do not necessarily 
represent the opinions or views of the Production | 
Group, Coordinating Group, Network Council, confer¬ 
ence or anyone involved in the Love and Rage Net¬ 
work. We print a variety of articles for a variety of I 
reasons, including articles we don’t agree with be¬ 
cause we believe that they are interesting or provoca¬ 
tive. So there. 



safer group. Allowing us to leave the 
mob for any direct action. 

So anyway, write for more info, be¬ 
cause something is going to happen 
on October 16, even if nothing super 
big. 

It was great seeing people at Youth 
Lib, too bad I couldn’t stay for Monday 
and all the networking stuff. Oh well, 
best of luck. 

John Smythe 
PO Box 461 
Kingston, Ontario 
K7L 4W5 

Almost Livid 

Love and Rage, 

Finally, I’m subscribing after picking 
up Love and Rage at the summer gath¬ 
ering of Left Greens. I desperately 

Discussion 

Bulletin 

The monthly internal organ of the 
Love and Rage Network. Read and 
write about intrigues, imbroglios, vaca¬ 
tions, vacancies, debates, debacles, 
politics, policies, looks, lacks, and revo¬ 
lution. 

Available for some stamps from: 

RABL 

PO Box 10854 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3854 


What Really Happened In Greece 
This Summer 

Dear Comrades, 

We were informed that the Ameri¬ 
can press and TV present the 18 of 
July riot as a "riot over the nationalist 
issue of Cyprus" and also that the riot¬ 
ers were "the leftist minority of the Na¬ 
tional Student Union." This is nothing 
but bullshit. 

This’s what really happened: The 
government wanted to present an im¬ 
age of " social peace" during the 
"visit" of George Bush. The whole po¬ 
lice force of Athens (11,000 pigs) was 
on alert. All demonstrations during 


Correction: 

Aside from all the typographical 
and layout errors which keep the PG 
up at night, we: 

• left out a byline for "Laws and 
Outlaws," which was written by 
Holly and Isa. 

• discovered that there were edit¬ 
ing errors in our interview with 
Sendero Verde. Their translator 
added several comments and 
clarified several of Orlando’s and 
Mercedes’s answers, and his 
words were occasionally repre¬ 
sented as theirs. As far as we 
can tell, this didn’t make a sig¬ 
nificant impact on the content. 

• and all sorts of other small things 

Also, just so you know, this issue 

is late in part because of computer 
problems which took a while to fix. 
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the 18th and 19th of July were forbid¬ 
den. Athens was a city under police 
occupation. A meeting was held on 
the 16th of July attended by all anar¬ 
chist groups and squatted houses of 
Athens. It was decided that our aim 
was to destroy the image of " social 
peace," our only way was violent di¬ 
rect action. We decided 1) not to par¬ 



ticipate in leftist protests and bureau¬ 
cratic "games" (only one group de¬ 
cided to participate in the leftist 
demonstrations); 2) Occupy Polytech¬ 
nic and use it as information and ac¬ 
tion center. 

For the next two days—using the 
Polytechnic’s Xerox machine thou¬ 
sands of communiques and posters 
were printed and distributed. More 
than 100 molotovs were prepared and 
stones were gathered. Tons of pass¬ 
ing busses were stopped and they 
"carried" our graffiti all over Athens. 

18th of July: The day of Bush’s arri¬ 
val. The demonstration organized by 
leftist students was attacked by the 
cops and —as usual—leftists didn’t 
fight back. Only the few anarchist par¬ 
ticipants reacted and set on fire the 
American Express Bank. 

When the anarchists gathered 
around Polytechnic (600-700) were in¬ 
formed about the police attack, the 
"usual party" began: barricades, fires, 
CS gas, molotovs, burning banks, 
buses, and luxury cars. The area 
around Polytechnic became a battle¬ 
field. Later that night, hundreds of Na¬ 
zis and right wing bastards tried to 
invade Polytechnic. They were 
smashed. 

All the arrested comrades are now 
free. That’s all. 

If You Like 
Love and 
Rage 

(or if you don't) 

and would like to contribute to the 
paper, you can do so in many ways. 
We are always looking for articles, 
poetry, photos, graphics, short fic¬ 
tion, letters, tirades, rantings, etc, 
etc. If you think that we wouldn’t 
publish your work, think again! We 
really try to publish a diversity of 
stuff from a diversity of sources, so 
send it to us. The paper is produced 
by a volunteer group in New York, 
who are always looking for more 
help. A Discussion Bulletin for peo¬ 
ple in the Love and Rage Network is 
produced by a group in Minneapolis. 
We are looking for groups or indi¬ 
viduals to do all sorts of things, in¬ 
cluding: promoting the paper, 
researching radical bookstores and 
distributors, making sure that the 
paper is distributed and reviewed 
everywhere it can be, etc, etc. If you 
are interested in participating, 
please call or write us at the office: 

Love and Rage 
PO Box 3 
Prince St Station 
New York, NY 10012 
(212) 925 7966 





























GET YOUR BLUE ASS OFF OUR GREEN GRASS! 


The Attack on Public Space 


Tompkins Square 


People's Park 


by Dave Lawrence 
HE SHOUTS OF "NO Po¬ 
lice state" that echo 
through the streets of 
New York’s Lower East Side 
have never had more relevance. 
Using the May 27 riot as a pre¬ 
text, hundreds of police entered 
the Lower East Side, closed 
Tompkins Square Park, and be¬ 
gan an occupation of the neigh¬ 
borhood. The May 27 clash 
resulted from the beating of a 
black squatter by police (see 
June/July Love and Rage). On 
Friday, May 31, 500 people 
marched through the neighbor¬ 
hood to protest police brutality 
and build support for keeping 
the park open. The following 
Monday, June 3, Mayor Dinkins’ 
Office acted unilaterally to 
close the park for "renova¬ 
tions." The massive contingent 
of police who entered the area 
in the early morning over¬ 
whelmed the 150 demonstra¬ 
tors present. The park’s 
homeless community was 
driven out. Some formed new 
encampments with names like 
Dinkinsville, in the vacant lots 
to the east. Others moved into 
squats. The rest have been 
"disappeared"—many into the 
out of sight, out of mind, shelter 
system where violence and dis¬ 
ease run rampant. Demolition 
of the park’s paths and benches 
began as a chainlink fence was 
put up around the perimeter of 
the 10.5 acre park. 

The city’s decision to close 
the park was purely a political 
move. The Parks Department 
has no contract for the renova¬ 
tion of Tompkins Square Park, 
only for demolition. By closing 
Tompkins Square for a period of 
a few years the city is institut¬ 
ing a policy they call "park us¬ 
age alteration." The city 
government is attempting to 
suppress the counter-culture 
and radical political movement 


protest, petitions, and legal ac¬ 
tions. Demonstrations have in¬ 
cluded street theater with 
performances by the Living 
Theater —an anarchist theater 
collective, as well as arts festi¬ 
vals. Resistance to the police 
occupation and park closing 
has included direct action 
against police vehicles, demoli¬ 
tion equipment, and the fence. 

It is very possible that the 
May 27 riot was consciously 
provoked by police. Tensions at 
the park had been building. For 
months police harassed people 
in and around the park enforc¬ 
ing petty regulations while the 
Democratic Action Club, a local 
group of real estate developers 
and politicians, waged a propa¬ 
ganda campaign against squat¬ 
ters, anarchists, peddlers, and 
homeless people. This cam¬ 
paign continues. Leaflets and 
information tables help to 
counter the anti-squatter disin¬ 
formation spread by right wing 
politicians and their cadre. 

Tompkins Square: Political Prisoner 

The situation around the 
fenced off park remained tense 
all summer. During the city’s 
worst budget crisis millions of 
dollars are spent to maintain a 
massive contingent of police in 
the neighborhood to guard the 
empty park. People were ar¬ 
rested not only at demonstra¬ 
tions but were sometimes 
picked off the street and 
charged for earlier activities. 
Police routinely "clear off" Ave¬ 
nue A, a popular hang-out 
which borders the park. A mo¬ 
bile police communications 
center was positioned near the 
northwest corner of the park for 
most of the summer. The Park 
has been monitored using 
closed circuit video cameras 
wired to the communications 




around the park that has been 
fighting the gentrification of the 
Lower East Side. 

Activists have engaged a di¬ 
verse array of tactics to try to 
force the re-opening of Tomp¬ 
kins Square including civil dis¬ 
obedience, direct action, 


(Graphic by Seth Tobocman) 

center. 

The struggle to re-open 
Tompkins Square continues. A 
week of protest was centered 
around the August 6 anniver¬ 
sary of the 1988 police riot. Dur- 

(Continued on Page 5) 


by Paul Dalton 
ERKELEY, CA —IN DEFI- 
ance of the largest, and 
most violent police de¬ 
ployment in 20 years, hundreds 
of protesters took to the streets 
nightly to resist the University 
of California at Berkeley’s at¬ 
tempts to build volleyball 
courts on the historic People’s 
Park. 

By August 5, the police were 
being forced to de-escalate 
their forces, due to mounting 
political opposition and sky¬ 
rocketing costs. After four con¬ 
secutive nights of police 


of the arrests, several of the 
protesters were hurt by the po¬ 
lice. 

A spontaneous break-away 
march briefly took to the streets 
of Berkeley, and tore down the 
fences around several UC con¬ 
struction sites, before being 
scattered by charging riot po¬ 
lice. One person was arrested 
on the march. 

With the aid of hundreds of 
riot cops the out-of-town, non¬ 
union (of course) construction 
company was able to begin 
bulldozing the sight. It was 


after we started marching, and 
break the group into smaller 
groups once again. Cops 
started driving around and ran¬ 
domly attacking small groups of 
people walking on the street. 
All in all 20 more people were 
arrested, and many, many more 
were injured. 

As the previous night’s news 
spread, more and more people 
began coming by the park dur¬ 
ing the day on Thursday. They 
were met by hundreds and hun¬ 
dreds of riot cops, lining the 5 
blocks of Telegraph Avenue, 




violence — which included the 
use of tear gas, and rubber and 
wooden bullets — 400 people 
held an energetic march 
through the streets of Berkeley. 
It was the first night since con¬ 
struction started at the park 
that peaceful protests were not 
met with police violence. 

Early morning on Tuesday, 
July 30 the city of Berkeley re¬ 
moved all of the trash cans from 
the Telegraph Avenue area of 
Berkeley —a tactic that they use 
when they expect riot. Our 
fears that construction was to 
begin sometime the next morn¬ 
ing were confirmed when we 
learned that the University was 
calling their employees and 
warning them that there would 
be trouble the next day, be¬ 
cause construction at the Park 
was going to begin. 

Despite stepped-up patrols, 
and harassment, around 100 
people held an all night vigil at 
the Park. A call was put out for 
people to come to the park at 5 
am, to resist the construction. 
At 7:30 am, with several hun¬ 
dred protesters at the park, the 
police invasion began. In order 
to barricade off a section of the 
park, hundreds of riot police 
moved in and began to strike 
protesters with their batons. 
At this point we noticed that 
many of the police who were 
wearing UC Police uniforms 
were from other campuses. 
UCB had called in cops from 
throughout the system, even as 
far away as Los Angeles, in or¬ 
der to build these volleyball 
courts. 

Being outnumbered by the 
police, and somewhat disor¬ 
ganized, we weren’t able to put 
up much resistance initially. 
Thirty-six people were arrested 
for traditional non-violent civil 
disobedience, by sitting in front 
of the barricades. In the course 


quite a depressing sight to see 
these scabs destroying our 
park, protected by the good lit¬ 
tle soldiers of the UCPD. 

We called an emergency 
meeting for 5 pm that evening 
at the park to discuss strategy 
and tactics to take back the 
park. In the course of the meet¬ 
ing, a dump truck full of dirt 
from the Park tried to drive by. 
Spontaneously people began to 
blockade the truck, and chant 
"Put the Dirt Back!" and 
"Who’s Fuckin’ Dirt? Our Fuck¬ 
in’ Dirt!." In order to secure the 
safe passage of the dirt, a cou¬ 
ple of hundred riot cops 
charged through the crowd, 
beating protesters over the 
head, and knocking one man 
out of his wheel chair. After 15 
minutes of running battles with 
the cops, the truck screamed 
out of the area at 40mph, very 
nearly running over a homeless 
man. Over the course of the 
march we easily doubled the 
size of the crowd, as many spec¬ 
tators saw the brutality the po¬ 
lice were using and joined us. 

As night fell, the number of 
protesters and cops continued 
to swell. Sometime around 8:30 
pm police attempted to clear 
the park. Some demonstrators 
responded with rocks and bot¬ 
tles. The police swept many of 
the protesters on to Telegraph 
Avenue., where some people 
began smashing storefronts 
and building bonfires. The 
crowd was urged onto the Cam¬ 
pus where more windows were 
broken, and bonfires set. 

At 10 pm, the crowd, which 
had been divided into a bunch 
of smaller groups regrouped at 
Ho-Chi-Minh park. An im¬ 
promptu meeting was held, and 
it was decided to try to march 
to the park, and take the site if 
possible. Unfortunately, the 
police were able to surround us 


People's Park (Photo by J J Warsaw) 

and stacked three and four 
deep around the park. Despite 
this show of force, the planning 
meeting went ahead. A peace¬ 
ful march through downtown 
Berkeley, and to the Chancel¬ 
lor’s house and office went off 
well, even though hundreds of 
cops, most with gas masks, and 
many with shotguns, followed. 
The police waited until nightfall 
to try to clear the park. Again 
they were met with militant re¬ 
sistance. People faced off 
against lines and lines of cops 
chanting "Bad Cop. No Do¬ 
nut," and "No Blood for Volley¬ 
ball. " The police responded by 
firing rubber and wooden bul¬ 
lets into the crowd. This is a 
tactic that none of us had ever 
experienced, nor heard about 
being used in this country. The 
crowd scattered, and cops 
again roamed around in cars 
and beat small groups of dem¬ 
onstrators and spectators. I 
was walking down the street 
with 6 friends, trying to find the 
larger group, when we were 
chased, and my lover and I were 
tackled and beaten. 

Although police claimed that 
the bullets they used were only 
fired at the ground to scatter 
unruly demonstrators, many 
people, including several of my 
friends were hit in the back, and 
even on the head. (The canis¬ 
ters the rounds come in carry a 
warning that warns not to 
shoot them directly at people, 
as they can cause serious injury 
or death). Needless to say we 
were all shocked and enraged 
by this tactic. It is important to 
note that there was no provoca¬ 
tion at all on the part of the 
demonstrators. The shooting 
followed a peaceful march, and 
gathering at the park. 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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Notes of Revolt 



Anarchy in 
the 

Matrix 

The matrix resource center in 
P ortland, Oregon does all sorts of inter¬ 
esting stuff, including: Sunday Videos, 
hosting Earth First! meetings, and a Fri¬ 
day Night Anti-Authoritarian Coffee¬ 
house. The coffeehouse (8pm to 11pm) 
is hosted by anarchists anonymous and 
has different formats from week to 
week: some have presentations, some 
are open. They are recommended for 
"anarchists, rabid greens, direct action- 
ists, fighting feminists, anarcho-punks, 
queer nation citizens, animal liberation- 
ists, situationists, republicans of the 
irish sort, class warriors, earth first!ers, 
anti-fascists, libertarian marxists and 
our friends...children, animals and adults 
welcome." If you are one of these, or are 
comfortable being seen with them, then 
maybe you should check it out: 

Matrix Resource Center 

333 SE 3 Ave. 

Portland, OR 97214 
(503) 238 1927 


Strike! 

The housewives trade union — 

a 4,000 member organization in Ger¬ 
many — called a housewives’ strike for 
the week of June 14. Striking women 
refused to cook, shop, or clean house for 
the week. The union is calling for a 
state-paid wage and full social security 
for housework. "We must take to the 
streets to show that housewives are 
treated like slaves," said Sabine Niegel 


from Mannheim. Not surprisingly, most 
publications which covered the strike 
spent a lot of time speculating about 
whether the strike "extended to the 
bedroom.." 

from off our backs 

SEAC and 
Ye Shall 
Find 

The student environmental 

ACTION COALITION (SEAC) will be hold- 
ing COMMON GROUND, its third annual 
conference, from October 4 through October 
6 at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
Last year’s conference, CATALYST, drew 
7,600 students from 50 states and 11 nations 
(see "Environmental Conference" in Novem¬ 
ber 1990 Love and Rage). Since it was 
founded in 1988, SEAC has grown to 30,000 
members, making it the largest student 
group in the country. The politics of the 
group as a group have remained essentially 
reform oriented, but the membership is very 
diverse and includes plenty of eco-radicals, 
too. For information about workshops and 
registration: 

COMMON GROUND 862 17th Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 Tel (303) 440 5290 

Arizona 

Five 

Update 

For those who are unfamiliar 

with the Arizona trial, 5 activists (2 of 


Equal Opportunity? 


Truth is much, much stranger 

than fiction. At this July’s national con¬ 
ference of the National Organization of 
Women (NOW) in New York City, there 
were many exhibition booths, rented by 
all sorts of empowering organizations — 
like the FBI. To add insult to injury, the 
FBI also ran an ad (see accompanying 


graphic) in the conference program 
book! 

Several groups including NY Radical 
Women (associated with Freedom Socialist 
Party), NOW memebrs from Florida and 
others protested at the booth, leafletted, 
and introduced resolutions to throw the bas¬ 
tards out. Then they took the booth apart. 



Add something 
unique to your 
wardrobe.. 
and your 
life. 


nave 


any 


Enjoy 

the satisfaction 
of meeting new 
challenges in a 
career as an FBI Agent. 

Not every applicant earns the right to 
carry the badge and credentials of a special 
Agent. Those who do, become part of the 
team that sets the world's standards for Inno 
vation In law enforcement. To perform Its 
mission, the FBI looks for highly motivated 
men and women who possess the intelli¬ 
gence, skills and Integrity necessary to be a 
Special Agent. 


Special Agent 
candidates must 
a Bachelor's degree in 
. discipline and 3 years of full 
time work experience. You may 
also qualify with a degree in law. 
Accounting. Engineering. Com¬ 
puter Science, or any 4 year degree 
and fluency In a foreign language 
needed by the FBI, particularly 
Spanish. Russian or Chinese. Train¬ 
ing at the FBI Academy covers all 
aspects of Investigative work. 
Assignments are demanding and 
sometimes dangerous, but you can 
find more challenge in a day than most 
people find In an entire career. 
Starting salary Is $28,321. After train¬ 
ing, new Special Agents earn $35,401 and 
can advance to $55,435 with 3 to 7 years of 
experience. If you are between age 23 and 35 
learn how you can build a satisfying career 
with the FBI. 


FEDERAL BUREAU 
OF INVESTIGATION 


| Oy'SttWZ'P_ 


36 1991 National NOW Conference 


whom are affiliated with Earth First!) 
were set up by the FBI and are facing 
charges of conspiracy, damaging electri¬ 
cal power lines serving a uranium mine 
and a pumping station for a massive 
water project, as well as conspiring to 
down power lines to three nuclear facili¬ 
ties. This was done through the use of 
an informer from within the activist com¬ 
munity and an infiltrator, a veteran FBI 
agent. 

On September 6th, Mark Davis was 
sentenced to 6 years in prison plus 
$19,821.27 in restitution for his part in an 
act of property damage done at Flagstaff 
Arizona’s Snow Bowl Ski resort. The 
owners of the resort, the Fairfield Corpo¬ 
ration, planned to expand and build con¬ 
dominiums in a wilderness area over the 
objections of local Native people, the 
Hopi and Dine. He pled guilty to mali¬ 
cious destruction of property as part of a 
plea bargain. The fact that the Feds 
were willing to drop the more serious 
charges showed how weak their case 
was, yet it is stunning that Davis, a first 
offender, received the maximum sen¬ 
tence under the plea bargain. 

Davis, a 41 year old father of three, has 
worked with disadvantaged youth, 
counselling juvenile delinquents and 
children with drug problems. He helped 
start and raise money for Terros, a drug 
treatment program in Phoenix, AZ. He 
is a cabinetmaker and has worked on 
housing construction in Mexico for the 
community Project Share. 

Three of the remaining defendants 
will be sentenced on September 20th. 
Peg Millet is charged with aiding and 
abetting property destruction; Ilse As- 
plund and Marc Baker are charged with 
failure to report a felony; Dave Forman is 
charged with conspiracy to commit 
property damage. Foreman’s sentenc¬ 
ing is deferred to a five year probationary 
term at which time he may be allowed to 
plead to a lesser charge, a misdemeanor 
property destruction charge. 

Letters of support and donations can 
be sent to: 


Legal Offense 

1385 Iron Springs Rd. #104 
Prescott, AZ 86301 



m 


Vermont, 

South Korea, and was working to 
make the connection between 
western anarchist Ideas and tradi¬ 
tional Korean political and folk or¬ 
ganizing. He studied at the 
Institute for Social Ecology during 
the summer of 1989, where many of 
us met him. He was a vital and 
thouglltiul person, an important 
part Jpthe anti-authoritarian move¬ 
ment, and he will be missed by his 
friends in New York, California, and 
Vermont. 


Regional 
Conference 
Part II 


Attention anarchists in the 

SOUTHEAST! A bunch of folks are plan¬ 
ning a regional gathering for your region. 
They’ve already had a couple of meet¬ 
ings, but the planning process is open to 
more people. The plan is to confer in 
early-to-mid 1992. They are producing a 
newsletter to keep everyone up to date. 
Undoubtedly they would like to hear 


from you: 


Eric/ AAN 
Suite 147 
3325 Lorna Rd #2 
PO Box 360999 


Birmingham, AL 35236 


Support 
for Native 
Sovereignty 

Support for native sover¬ 
eignty (SNS) is a Seattle, WA based 
group working "to support Native 
American sovereignty and land rights." 
They plan to offer direct aid to Native 
land and rights struggles throughout 
North America. They also plan to pub¬ 
lish a regular newsletter about sover¬ 
eignty and rights issues. They are 
looking for people interested in working 
with SNS, material aid (tools, building 
supplies, clothing, etc.) and money. If 
you’re interested: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104 Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 547 3983 

Regional 
Conference 
Part I 

Attention anarchists in ar- 

KANSAS, Louisiana, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, and Texas! A bunch of folks are 
talking about having a regional confer¬ 
ence for your area in late December or 
early January. If you aren’t already one 
of those talking about it, and would like 
to know more and/or help plan it, write: 

Rob Los Ricos 
504 West 24th #81 
Austin, TX 78705 


War Tax 
Resisters 

The fifth annual gathering 

OF New England War Tax Resisters will 
take place from Friday, October 9 
through Sunday, October 11 in Volun- 
town, Connecticut'. In addition to pres¬ 
entations by long-time resisters Marion 
Bromley, Ernest Bromley, Juanita and 
Wally Nelson, and Maurice McCrackin, 
there will be discussions about: lifestyle 
and resistance; communities and sup¬ 
port; the history of the war tax refusal 
movement. A major topic of debate for 
the weekend will be: Is a widespread 
WTR movement possible considering 
new IRS collection methods? Suggested 
cost for the weekend is $45 — which 
includes meals, lodging and childcare — 
but everyone is welcome regardless of 
ability to pay. For more information: 

Rick Gaumer WRL-NE 
Box 1093 

Norwich, CT 06360 (203) 889 5337 


Squat! 

The august 1991 issue of love 

AND RAGE reported on the Seattle Dis¬ 
placement Coalition’s Operation Home¬ 
stead’s taking of a building for the city’s 
homeless (" Squat the Land Part II"). At 
the time of our report the squatters had 
been evicted by the city, and private 
security guards had been hired to keep 
them out. Since then the group has re¬ 
taken the building, and, as far as we 
know, still has control of it. 
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500 Years of Resistance: Against the Quincentennary 


(Continued from page cover) 

have it, is to create a gigantic, 
surrealistic, capitalist cam¬ 
paign slogan of "500 MORE 
YEARS! 500 MORE YEARS!" 
and get the entire hemisphere 
to start chanting along in uni¬ 
son. And, if enough people buy 
it, the whole thing stands to 
reinforce and lock into place the 
"New World Order" that we’re 
always hearing about! As activ¬ 
ists, though, we have to under 
stand that the "New World 
Order" is simply the latest 
chapter in the "New World" or¬ 
der that Columbus set in mo¬ 
tion five hundred years ago. 

There are, however, lots of 
people who won’t be celebrat¬ 
ing this anniversary. 

Indigenous people won’t be 
celebrating. Stewards of the 
land for thousands of years be¬ 
fore the Europeans arrived, 
they have a profound under¬ 
standing of imperialism and ra¬ 
cism. 

Contrary to what the text¬ 
books say, their cultures are not 
gone, they have not been "con¬ 
quered," and they continue to 
resist as they have for five hun¬ 
dred years. 

Despite being victims of the 
most incredible genocide that 
the world has ever known, and 
despite having been robbed of 
incalculable wealth over hun¬ 
dreds of years continuing until 
today, and despite seeing virtu¬ 
ally every promise ever made to 
them by European States bro¬ 
ken with an almost superhu¬ 
man viciousness, still they 
resist. Indeed, the 20th century 
has seen a resurgence of In¬ 
digenous cultures throughout 
the hemisphere. Native people 
are organizing, forging interna¬ 
tional alliances, and compelling 
white America to look at the 
history that has been so long 
suppressed. 

No, indigenous people won’t 
be celebrating, they’ll be organ¬ 
izing. 

Tompkins 

Square 

(Continued from page 3) 
ing the August 6 rally police 
made numerous arrests. One 
protestor was hospitalized and 
treated for a neck injury and 
contusions. Another was 
dragged into the hallway of an 
apartment building and beaten 
while helmeted police blocked 
the entrance. Solidarity demon¬ 
strations were held as far away 
as Minneapolis and London 
(thanks). 

A rally had been organized 
for August 31, to save the park’s 
bandshell. Early in the morning 
of August 27, a call went out to 
activists saying that demolition 
of the bandshell had begun. 
Heavy equipment was brought 
in around 7 AM. By evening 
only a pile of rubble remained. 
The small crowd that gathered 
outside the fenced off park 
were not able to stop the de¬ 
struction. Police protected the 
demolition crew and arrested 
many of those who tried to stop 
them. 

Any hopes for a quick re¬ 
opening of the park have 
faded but we keep fight¬ 
ing. As we continue to 
struggle for the park we 
are also building for the de¬ 
fense of the new homeless 
encampments and the 
squats. From Tompkins 
Square to Peoples Park, as 
long as there is oppression 
and poverty there will be 
resistance. 


African-Americans won’t be 
celebrating. Within 30 years of 
Columbus’ arrival on these 
shores, the first African slaves 
were brought to America. Afri¬ 
can slave labor was used to 
plunder the wealth of the "New 
World" to enrich the ruling 
class in the Old. Up to 100 mil¬ 
lion Africans were taken from 
their native lands, not only de¬ 
populating the continent of Af¬ 
rica, but devastating its 
economy as well. While the liv¬ 
ing standards of Africa and 
Europe were roughly equal in 
1492, by 1792 the discrepancy 
was roughly 200 to 1. 

Who knows how many Afri¬ 
cans died building capitalism in 
the Americas? And who, be¬ 
sides the African-American 
people, can understand the de¬ 
pth of the still-festering wound 
that is the legacy of slavery? 
Five hundred years ago the 
wealth of Africa was taken out 
in the holds of sailing ships; to¬ 
day it goes out as interest to the 
International Monetary Fund. 

African Americans won’t be 
celebrating; they’ll be organiz¬ 
ing. 

Jewish people won’t be cele¬ 
brating. A good share of the 
money that financed the build¬ 
ing of the Spanish Empire in the 
15th and 16th centuries, includ¬ 
ing the money used to finance 
the voyages of Columbus, was 
stolen from the Jews of Spain. 
Besides being forcibly expelled 
from Spain during 1492, the 
Spanish Jews also had much of 
their wealth taken away by the 
Spanish state for use in expand¬ 
ing its empire. 

With anti-Jewish hate crimes 
on the rise in this country, and 
the ongoing attack on any ex¬ 
pression of Sephardic culture 
throughout the world, Jewish 
people know that the distance 
from Columbus to Bush is about 
the same as the distance from 
the Inquisition to the Holo¬ 
caust. 

Jewish people won’t be cele¬ 
brating; they’ll be organizing. 

People's 

Park 

(Continued from page 3) 

Friday and Saturday saw 
much more of the same, with 
police firing into peaceful 
crowds, and clubbing demon¬ 
strators and bystanders alike. 
Arrests remained minimal, but 
injuries continued to mount. 
On Saturday during the day, at 
least two people were sent to 
the hospital with serious inju¬ 
ries, one with kidney damage. 
The Berkeley Free Clinic had 
sent medics into the field, but 
they had been kept from provid¬ 
ing care to injured people by the 
cops. Medics have been beaten, 
shot at, and even hit with 
wooden bullets while trying to 
help downed demonstrators. 

The violence seems to have 
backfired however. Several city 
council members have de¬ 
nounced the use of wooden bul¬ 
lets, and called for cease fire 
and a halt to construction. The 
Telegraph Avenue Merchants 
are preparing a law suit against 
the University for lost business. 
Even the Chief of the Alemeda 
Sheriff’s department has come 
out and denounced the Univer¬ 
sity for causing this conflict 
over some volleyball courts. 

The fight for the Park has just 
begun. Even though we were not 
able to halt the construction, we 
have not lost. Plans are in the works 
to make sure that these volleyball 
courts are never used as such. 
Clearly, for the fences to remain in¬ 
tact the University will need to have 


Asian-Americans won’t be 
celebrating. When Columbus 
showed his sword to the Taino 
people in 1492, they reached to 
touch it and cut themselves; 
they didn’t know weapons like 
this. When Vietnamese farmers 
plow their fields 500 years later, 
they sometimes detonate left¬ 
over American mines and lose a 
leg; they have been forced to 
know weapons like these. 

The 500th anniversary of Co¬ 
lumbus’ arrival is also the 50th 
anniversary of the imprison¬ 
ment of Japanese-Americans in 
the concentration camps of 
World War II. One hundred 
years ago, Chinese immigrants 
were working as virtual slave 
labor building the railroads of 
the United States. 

Asian-American people 
won’t be celebrating; they’ll be 
organizing. 

Environmentalists won’t be 
celebrating. They understand 
the legacy of Columbus for the 
environment: Columbus and 
his men saw the rivers of Haiti 
as nothing more than sources of 
gold. The capitalists of today 
see the rainforests, rivers, 
lakes, and even oceans as noth¬ 
ing more than sources of profit 
or as dumps for the refuse of 
profit-making. 

Environmentalists won’t be 
celebrating; they’ll be organiz¬ 
ing. 

No, anyone who is conscious 
of race and class will decline the 
invitation to celebrate. But a lot 
of people will the bait and cele¬ 
brate the quincentennial. 
There will be a lot of sound and 
fury signifying...what? 

Signifying, I think, a desper¬ 
ate attempt on the part of a 
declining world capitalist, con¬ 
sumer culture to feel good 
about itself. During this time of 
the quincentennial, given the 
power that the corporate\gov- 
ernment elites still have over 
people’s minds, many will be 
thinking about the legacy of Co¬ 
lumbus. But what will they be 
thinking? That’s up to us. 


at least a hundred riot cops on 
duty at all times. They can’t do 
that. 

This fight was never over the 
volleyball courts anyway. The 
building of the courts is merely 
the University’s way of getting 
control over the park. The Park 
is the center of the homeless 
community in Berkeley. The 
Park is where the homeless 
have created their own culture 
and institutions. They have 
built a free speech stage, a free 
box for clothes, and a homeless 
issues bulletin board. It has 
also been the focus of radical 
political movements for 22 
years. It is one of the only 
pieces of land that the people 
have ever taken back from the 
ruling class. In short it has 
been a nasty thorn in the side of 
the mighty University. 

The University’s plans for the 
Park do not end at volleyball 
courts. In the short term, they 
plan to build several more vol¬ 
leyball courts, some basketball 
courts, and a soccer field. They 
also plan to tear down the stage 
and put in a generator large 
enough to power several full 
dormitories. 

The Park is one of the last 
places that the University does 
not fully control in this increas¬ 
ingly yuppified town. Already 
people regularly refer to the en¬ 
tire southside of Berkeley as 
"campus." The University’s 
long-range development plan 
envisions that becoming a solid 
reality. 

That, along with the simple 
fact that the Park is a home to 
many people, is one of the main 
reasons why the struggle for 
the park is so important. We 


This is a prime time to forge 
alliances that cut across barri¬ 
ers of race and gender, and 
unite us around the issue of 
class in North American soci¬ 
ety. It’s like incest: As long as 
incest is not talked about, no 
healing can take place in a fam¬ 
ily. And as long as the myth of 
a classless society lives on, no 
healing can take place in our 
culture. So, if Columbus is the 
"father" of the "civilization" 
that currently dominates our 
hemisphere, then it's high time 
for us to talk about his Chris¬ 
tian, capitalist, European leg¬ 
acy and how it lives on today. 
Five hundred more years? 

Counter-quincentennial 
work is taking the form of street 
theatre, video work, demon¬ 
strations, books, films, direct 
actions, collaborative perform¬ 
ance works, and who-knows- 
what-else, by a broad and 
diverse coalition all over the 
hemisphere. Work is originat¬ 
ing in the peace and justice 
community, in education, in the 
arts - in any area you can imag¬ 
ine. Find out who’s doing quin¬ 
centennial work in your area, 
and join them. 

The broad coalition of groups 
working to counter the official Co¬ 
lumbus hoopla has already had an 
impact: By forcing the media to 
check out the options of the original 
inhabitants of this hemisphere, 
we’ve changed the celebratory 
tone of early quincentennial pieces 
in the media to the current tone of 
"You know, this quincentennial is a 
controversial thing. Not every¬ 
body’s into it." 

Yeah, it’s prime time. An agitating 
opportunity like this doesn’t come 
along that often Let’s use it. 

For more information on counter 
quincentennial efforts, see the at¬ 
tached contact list (sidebar), and 
write for a free issue of huracan, a 
quarterly newspaper devoted to 
the quincentennial: 

huracan 
PO Box 7591 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 


cannot allow the already pow¬ 
erful University — which is the 
largest defense contractor, and 
runs the country’s largest 
weapons lab —to destroy one of 
the most important, and last 
vestiges of freedom and power 
for the poor. (It is also interest¬ 
ing to note that the volleyball 
courts that are being built at 
the Park are replacing ones that 
were destroyed to make room 
for a new student hospital, 
which is replacing one being 
torn down to build the new 
business school). It is both a 
fight for land, and a fight for 
self-determination. 

In the next few weeks around 
30,000 students will converge 
on UCB. Needless to say we 
will not be encouraging them to 
play volleyball. To the contrary, 
we will be organizing as many 
of them as we can to take back 
the Park. The struggle for the 
Park is a long term struggle. 
Clearly they cannot keep a hun¬ 
dred riot cops guarding these 
volleyball courts forever. When 
they leave, we will tear down 
the fence, and claim back the 
Park. 

In the mean time we will keep 
our resistance up. Actions, both 
confrontational and not, are in the 
works. Diversity and creativity in 
actions is being emphasized. The 
usual divisions between liberals, 
and radicals, and violence vs. 
non-violence exist, but are being 
minimized in the name of unity, 
and mutual respect. 

The Park is a free, and open 
space. We will fight to keep it 
that way. From Tompkin Square, 
to People’s Park, the homeless 
will fight back for the right to 
live. 


For more information about 
opposing the quincentennial, 
check out the following re¬ 
sources: 

Groups 

Alliance for Cultural Democracy 
PO Box 7159 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

American Indian Movement 
1308 E. Franklin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 872-7812 

Campaign of Self Discovery 
Sans Garde 
82 Willow Avenue #46 
Toronto, ONTARIO 
Canada M4E 3K2 

1992 Alliance 
Suzan Shown Harjo 
American Indian Institute 
Box 1388 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-1002 

500 Years of Resistance Coalition 
PO Box 8901 
Denver, CO 80201 

Indigenous Women's Network 
Winona LaDuke 

White Earth land Recovery Project 
PO Box 327 
White Earth, MN 56591 

A Few Books 

Jennings, Francis, The Invasion of 
America: Indians, Colonialism, 
and the Cant of Conquest WW 

Norton, 1975. 

Lunenfeld, Marvin, 1492: Discov- 
ery/Invasion/Encounter. New¬ 
berry Library, 1989. 

Sale, Kirkpatrick, The Conquest 
of Paradise: Christopher Colum¬ 
bus and the Columbian Legacy. 

Knopf, 1990. 

Zinn, Howard, A People's History 
of The United States . Harper & 
Row, 1980. 


Soviet Punx In Jail 

A LEXY RODIONOV 
and Alexadre Kauz- 
netsov were jumped 
and arrested by the KGB on 
March 12 in Moscow. 

The Moscow Union of An¬ 
archists is c allin g on anar¬ 
chists to demonstrate in 
solidarity and to send letters 
in support. Please send re¬ 
ports of solidarty actions, 
and protest letters to: 

Euginia Tikhomirova 
Moscow 125195 
Belomorskaya St 
Dorn 22, Korp 1, KU 123 


Sendero Verde 
Can't Go Home 

I N THE AUGUST, 1991 
Love and Rage we pub¬ 
lished an interview 
with Mercedes Paez and 
Orlando Polo, in New York, 
of the Cuban opposition 
group Sendero Verde 
(Green Path). When they 
prepared to return to 
Cuba, they were told that 
they would not be allowed 
to re-enter. 

Neither East Nor West is 
launching a letter writing 
campaign to the Cuban In¬ 
terest Section in Washing¬ 
ton. Send your letters to: 

NENW 

528 5th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
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James Bay Destruction Temporarily Halted 


A CANADIAN FEDERAL 
COURT decision on Au¬ 
gust 8, 1991, has halted 
construction on the Great 
Whale Hydro Project at James 
Bay in northern Quebec. The 
dam project, which would flood 
an area the size of France, dis¬ 
place 16,000 Native Americans 
who have lived there for count¬ 
less generation, and disrupt 
several major eco-systems and 
migration routes (see "Damn 
James Bay IT in Love and Rage, 
February 1991), can not be 
worked on further until Hydro 
Quebec, the developer, has 
completed an Environmental 
Impact Survey (EIS). 

This decision represents an 
embarrassment for Quebec Pre¬ 
mier Robert Bourassa, who has 
asserted that the Federal gov¬ 
ernment in Ottawa has no 
authority over the project, 


which is controlled by Hydro 
Quebec, a provincial Power 
conglomerate. Judge Paul 
Rouleau not only over-ruled 
Bourassa’s assertion of provin¬ 
cial provenance over this issue, 
he also upheld the rights of the 
Cree, who filed the suit, writ¬ 
ing: "I conclude that the Crees’ 
right to an independent parallel 
federal review...must be hon¬ 
ored. " 

While Native groups oppos¬ 
ing the dam project are viewing 
this decision as a victory, it is 
still clear that the fight is far 
from over. Another recent de¬ 
velopment was the extension, 
by New York State, of the date 
for the finalization of its con¬ 
tract with Hydro Quebec to pur¬ 
chase a large portion of the 
power that will be produced by 
the dams. While this repre¬ 
sents some doubts within the 


New York State government 
about the project, it also repre¬ 
sents a hope by the supporters 
of the project that the vocal and 
active opposition will lose 
strength over the next year. 
The Canadian court decision 
can be seen in the same way. 
The EIS will be performed, but 
the year or two between now 
and then will give Hydro 
Quebec more time to propagan¬ 
dize about the project. 

The recent developments are 
encouraging, but the fight 
against the Great Whale dams 
will only be won when the 
plans are scrapped for good. 
Save James Bay! 


Notheast Alliance to Save James Bay 
139 Antrim St 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
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General Strike Rocks Tahiti 



Clouds of teargas at the barricades on the main highway 


by Bill Meyers 
N JULY 11, 1991, TA¬ 
HITI, the largest island 
and administrative cen¬ 
ter of French Polynesia, had its 
first General Strike. Syndicate 
members failed to appear at 
work and instead gathered at 
the main highway leading into 
Papeete, Tahiti’s only city. The 
road was barricaded with 
trucks, cars, and construction 
machinery. Police attempts to 
open the highway were re¬ 
pulsed with showers of stones. 
Attempts to disburse the crowd 
with teargas also failed. On 
July 12 the barricades were re¬ 
established by the workers. 


Even re-enforced by police from 
New Caledonia, the authorities 
were unable to re-open the 
road. By the end of the day, the 
government capitulated. 

The cause of the General 
Strike was the institution of 
new taxes by the government. 
Tahiti is a tax haven for the rich. 
There is no property tax and no 
income tax. There are a value- 
added tax and heavy import du¬ 
ties, which inflate the costs of 
goods for consumers. Rich re¬ 
tirees, plantation owners, and 
resorts pay no taxes. The 
French government, which, like 
the US government, is deeply in 


debt and running a deficit, 
wants to stop subsidizing its 
Tahitian colony. Hence the lo¬ 
cal government had to institute 
new taxes, and decided to add 
to the workers’ burden rather 
than causing the rich to suffer 
any discomfort. 

The General Strike was called 
by the Inter syndicate, a work¬ 
ing committee of the various 
syndicates (unions) that exist in 
Tahiti. The government re¬ 
voked the new taxes, but has 
not yet indicated how it will col¬ 
lect the money needed to cover 
its expenses. 



Resurgence of Anarchism in 
Colombia 


T HE COLOMBIAN ANAR- 
chist movement, at the 
heart of the workers’ 
struggle at the beginning of the 
century, has re-organized itself 
under the blows of state repres¬ 
sion. The formation of an anar¬ 
chist group in the important 
city of Medellin is a significant 
event. Anarchist action was 
non-existent for many years 
due to the development of the 
Marxist parties. 

The young group in Medellin 
has published, with meager 
material resources, a monthly 
bulletin, Caminos, since Febru¬ 
ary 1991. It is necessary to sup¬ 
port this project because 
Caminos is the only instrument 
for spreading libertarian ideas 
in Colombia. Solidarite Ameri- 


que Latine, a South America 
support group based in Greno¬ 
ble, encourages such projects 
in various ways: 

-sending books and maga¬ 
zines (in English and Spanish) 
-sending money to acquire 
printing equipment and 
-selling t-shirts to raise 
money. 

For further information, con¬ 
tact: 

X. Walter Alonso 
AA 54839 
Medellin, Colombia 
or 

Solidarite Amerique Latine 
c/o CDESI 

102 rue D'Alembert 
38000 Grenoble, France 

from Umanita Nova (trans¬ 
lated by Mary Shelley) 




Buy Buy Buy 

Buy Our T-Shirts 


These lovely t-shirts are now available through the pages of 
Love and Rage. They are going for $12 per shirt, check or money 
order made out to "RABL." Not only are they great shirts, but if 
you buy some, we might get the phone turned back on... 

Name_ 


Address. 


City_State\Province_ 

Postal Code__Country_ 

Phone_Shirt Size_ 


I Style: (don’t forget) 

I □ "Governments Don’t..." (black and white on red) 

□ "Sledge of Resistance" (white on black) 

□ "Self-Determination..." (black on white) 

□ "I Hate... "(yellow and white on black) 

| So, send your order and hard-earned $$ to: 

I RABL PO Box 10854 

I Minneapolis, MN 55458-3854 

i.J 
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An American Anarchist in Leningrad 


by Felix Havoc 
SPENT THE MONTH OF AU¬ 
GUST 1991 as a student in 
Leningrad, USSR. I went to 
Moscow the weekend of Au¬ 
gust 17-18 and returned to Len¬ 
ingrad about midnight on the 
18th. Little did I know that con¬ 
servative elements in the mili¬ 
tary, communist party and KGB 
were in the process of deposing 
Soviet President Gorbachev and 
installing themselves as a Junta 
in order to turn back the clock 
on reform and return the USSR 
to the days of stagnation and 
repression. 

On the morning of Monday, 
August 19, I went to a friend's 
office, and he told me that the 
military had seized power. I was 
shocked at first: Would this 
mean civil war? Martial law? 
Would the people revolt or 
would this mean a return to Sta¬ 
linism and the Cold War? 

The media was mostly under 
the control of the Junta. The TV 
and radio stations all broadcast 
the same old movies and classi¬ 
cal music. However, Leningrad 
TV was not taken over, and 
soon began broadcasting its 
own news programs in opposi¬ 
tion to the coup. I learned from 
shortwave that tanks were sur¬ 
rounding the Kremlin and were 
reportedly heading towards 
Leningrad. I heard that Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin was 
challenging the Junta for con¬ 
trol of the government, mean¬ 
ing a possible civil war. 

There was a huge spontane¬ 
ous demonstration that night at 
St. Isaac’s Square outside the 
Lensoviet (City Hall). There 
were numerous Russian flags 
and banners denouncing the 
communists as fascists, dicta¬ 
tors, and murderers. Various po¬ 
litical parties, as well as the 
anarchists, clustered around 
banners and flags as crowds 
gathered around to hear what 
they had to say. Barricades 
went up around the square and 
around the city’s TV station, 
which we all feared might soon 
be stormed by troops loyal to 
the Junta. Decrees appeared 
posted on the street and in the 
subway stations from Yelstin 
and Leningrad’s reformist 
" democrat" mayor Anatoly Sob¬ 
chak. They urged a general 
strike and mass resistance to 
the coup. Despite the number 
of people at the demonstration, 
there was a notable feeling of 
apathy and desire to take a 
"wait and see" attitude to¬ 


wards the coup. I wondered if 
enough people would strike and 
take to the streets, or if an apa¬ 
thetic populace would allow 
martial law and a return to the 
old ways. 

I awoke the morning of the 
20th and tuned in the news. A 
standoff had developed in Mos¬ 
cow between the Junta and the 
supporters of Yeltsin. The na¬ 
tion seemed perched on the 
brink of a wave of repression or 
civil war. Sobchak had called for 
everyone to attend a giant dem¬ 
onstration at the Palace Square 
in the center of the city. On the 


subway headed downtown the 
passengers looked unusually 
grim, even nervous. All the mili¬ 
tary officers I saw seemed un¬ 
usually happy and were 
wearing their pistols, which 
was rather unsettling. I 
squeezed off the train into a 
packed Nevsky Prospekt sta¬ 
tion. Already banners and flags 
were being unfurled inside the 
cavernous station. The crowd 
poured out of the staion and 
into the street, completely 
blocking it to traffic. Many peo¬ 
ple seemed nervous, always 
looking over their shoulders for 
a column of tanks or riot police 
which we all feared might ap¬ 
pear at any moment. 

We reached Palace Square, 
which was filled with tens of 
thousands, facing a stage in 
front of the old Winter Palace. 
Police ringed the square, but 
they looked pretty dis-inter- 


ested. There was still a feeling 
of nervous tension that at any 
moment we might find our¬ 
selves in a rerun of Tien-an- 
mien Square. I climbed onto the 
Alexander Column in the center 
of the square and listened to 
several speakers, notably 
mayor Sobchak. He said that for 
the time being everything was 
under control and that the army 
had halted outside the city. He 
assured us that the KGB and 
police in the city supported him 
and not the coup. He closed the 
rally by telling everyone to go 
back to work, but be ready to 


strike and take to the streets if 
the army moved in. 

The demonstration began 
breaking up so I headed to¬ 
wards a group of anarchsists 
clustered under a few black 
flags. They were engaged in ar¬ 
guing with a small crowd of fel¬ 
low demonstrators who had 
gathered around them. I spoke 
with them briefly but they were 
leaving so I took off for the bar¬ 
ricades at the Lensoviet. 

I heard a "financial commen¬ 
tator" on the BBC that night 
confirm my suspicions of the at¬ 
titude the West would take to¬ 
wards the coup. He said 
something to the effect that the 
west would enact some tempo¬ 
rary sanctions and issue some 
condemnations, but as was the 
case with China would prefer 
the "stability" of a crackdown 
and repression rather than the 
uncertainty of change which 


might affect Soviet oil produc¬ 
tion and world markets. 

On Wednesday the 21st I left 
for the center of town as usual. 
Smena and Chas Pik , the two 
local independent newspapers, 
were being sold on the streets 
because the state run kiosks 
only carried the "official" news¬ 
papers. People congregated 
around the newspaper sellers 
and the and the decrees posted 
on the streets. Everyone 
seemed to be carrying on life as 
usual, but were avidly reading 
and discussing the papers and 
the decrees. However, many 
people still seemed to exhibit 
the upsetting sense of apathy I 
mentioned earlier. 

That afternoon I learned that 
Junta had tried to flee to the 
Crimea. The coup was crum¬ 
bling. That evening the troops 
pulled out from the outskirts of 
Leningrad and left Moscow. 
Gorbachev was found and the 
Junta jailed. 

Everyone lived happily ever 
after right? 

Wrong! Despite legal actions 
against the Communist party 
since the coup, power still re¬ 
mains in the hands of the com¬ 
munist bureaucratic elite, the 
military-industrial complex, and 
the internal security forces 
(KGB etc.). The short duration 
of the coup allowed a great ma¬ 
jority of the people in the gov¬ 
ernment to sit on the fence 
without committing them¬ 
selves to either side in the coup. 
The thousands of Nomenkla¬ 
tura who have climbed into po¬ 
sitions of power through their 
connections in the Party bu¬ 
reaucracy will continue to wield 
the real power live a life of lux¬ 
ury at the expense of the soviet 
citizen. Many will simply follow 
the new political current in the 
country and suddenly become 
"democrats" and use a different 
rhetoric. However, the end re 
suit will remain the same, con¬ 
tinued exploitation of the Soviet 
people for the benefit of a small 
ruling elite. As in the rest of 
Eastern Europe, yesterdays 
communists will become tom- 
morrows capitialists, using 
their influence in the current 
system to ensure a dominant 
position in the new "demo¬ 
cratic-capitalist" system. 

While most Soviets are now 
more optimistic, and the people 
of the oppressed republics will 
soon gain their freedom, real 
change cannot proceed until 


the universally despised com¬ 
munists are swept out of power 
completely, and the authoritar¬ 
ian structures which dominate 
Soviet life are eradicated. Revo¬ 
lution, not reform is the only so¬ 
lution to Russia’s troubles. 

Endnote: The Communist 
parties of the West were almost 
universal in their support of the 
coup. For a few days they re¬ 
joiced that the reformist trends 
had been reversed and the good 
old days of Stalinist orthodoxy 
had returned. If this isn’t a clear 
case of mass insanity I don’t 
know what is. 


Soviet Coup 

by Bob Mcglynn 

O fficial Communism, no 
matter how archaic, 
dysfunctional, battered, 
and hated, is alive and function¬ 
ing. It is irrelevant that the So¬ 
viet coup failed. The coup was 
a bloody signal flare illuminat¬ 
ing just how intact and power¬ 
ful old-line Communists still 
are, and it must also be noted 
how resilient Communists of 
any stripe remain. (Remember 
that reformers Gorbachev and 
Yeltsin were both unquestion¬ 
ing Party loyalists under the 
Brezhnev dictatorship.) That’s 
whether it’s the "Communist- 
Communists" of the Soviet 
coup; the Polish "Communist- 
capitalists" taking over indus¬ 
tries as individual owners; the 
"Communist-nationalists" of 
Serbia imposing imperial rule 
on Slovenia and Croatia; the 
" Communist anti-Communist 
nationalism" of Croatia, whose 
leader, Franjo Dudjman, was a 
former Communist general, and 
now heads the Croatian Demo¬ 
cratic Union that has a platform 
of which one Croatian anarchist 
remarked "This looks like Mein 
Kampf!"; the " Communist-na- 
zism" of leading Rumanian 
Communists calling for the ex¬ 
pulsion of Jews and Gypsies; or 
the "reform-Communists" and 
" ex-Communists" throughout 
the east doing the west’s bid¬ 
ding by using their Communist 
skills to impose austerity and 
social control. 

These, variations of these, 
and more, are the many oppor- 

(Continued on page 12) 




Love and Rage Political Statement 


Love and Rage is a monthly anarchist 
Newspaper intended to foster revolutionary 
anti-authoritarian activism in North America 
and build a more effective and better organ¬ 
ized anarchist movement. We will provide 
coverage of social struggles, world events, 
anarchist actions and cultures of resistance. 
We will support the struggles of oppressed 
peoples around the world for control over their 
own lives. Anarchy offers the broadest possi¬ 
ble critique of domination, making possible a 
framework for unity in all struggles for libera¬ 
tion. We seek to understand the systems we 
live under for ourselves and reject any pre¬ 
packaged ideology. Anarchism is a living body 
of theory and practice connected directly to 
the lived experiences of oppressed people 
fighting for their own liberation. We antici¬ 
pate the radical and on-going revision of our 
ideas as a necessary part of any revolutionary 
process. 


Love and Rage is revolutionary 

We support the overthrow of all forms of 
authoritarian social relations and the creation 
of a society based on cooperation, solidarity 
and mutual aid. We recognize that social revo¬ 
lution can only be made by the oppressed 
majority of humanity in a movement that they 
control themselves. We support the use of 
whatever means are necessary to emancipate 
humanity and bring an end to the war, poverty 
, hunger and misery generated by the existing 
system. We support the use of diverse tactics 
in working toward a social revolution. 


Love and Rage Is anti-statist. 

We oppose all states (governments) re¬ 
gardless of ideology. The purpose of the state 
ia to maintain and regulate all forms of domi¬ 
nation. The state has a monopoly on organ¬ 
ized, legal violence: the police, military, and 
the prison system enforce the authoritarian 
organization of society. We oppose the immi¬ 
gration system and attempts to control the 
free movement of people across state borders. 
We believe that people can organize their own 
lives and communities. This self-organization 
can take care of any useful functions for which 
people now rely on the state. 

Love and Rage ia anti-capitalist. 

We support all resistance to capitalist 
domination - resistance such as strikes, work¬ 
place struggles, squatting, rent strikes, and 
struggles for community control of resources. 
We desire the total transformation of produc¬ 
tion and consumption in a life-affirming, coop¬ 
erative economy. It should be decentralized, 
equitable, fluid and experimental and control¬ 
led by those who participate in it. 

Love and Rage is anti-racist. 

We support the self-determination of all 
communities of color. We fight against white 
supremacy and work for the creation of socie¬ 
ties that respect cultural diversity. We recog¬ 
nize the specific oppression of 
African-Americans from the time of slavery to 
the present. We fight for the liberation and 
self-determination of Black people in the US. 
We acknowledge that the basis for the current 
racist society was laid by means of genocide 


and forced assimilation of indigenous people. 
We support the preservation of cultural tradi¬ 
tions and land rights for Native Americans. 
We oppose anti-Jewish racism. We fight to 
expose cultural imperialism. We support self- 
determination for Quebec and an end to the 
oppression of Francophones in North America. 
We organize against racist skinhead, Xian. 
Nazi, and cop terror. We recognize and oppose 
the racism inherent in the economic, political, 
and military domination and exploitation of 
the so-called "third world." We are striving to 
create a society where people of all colors and 
ethnic backgrounds can feel safe, respected, 
and un-threatened by racism. 


Love and Rage is anti-imperialist. 

The society we fight for will celebrate the 
beauty of human diversity, honor the earth, 
and recognize the cultural and social contribu¬ 
tions to the human community made by the 
planet’s majority, people of color. 

To create this society, humanity must over¬ 
turn an existing one imposed on the planet by 
a minority through force - one that has en¬ 
slaved the planet’s majority for the enrichment 
of a few. This refers to all forms of state 
imperialism, not just domination by Western 
finance capital. Love and Rage supports the 
struggles of oppressed and exploited peoples 
for self-determination and freedom from do¬ 
mestic and foreign domination. We critically 
support the struggles of less powerful coun¬ 
tries against imperialist bullying and control. 
This means dismantling all existing structures 


including the US federal state and the Soviet 
Union. 

Love and Rage is anti-sexist. 

We reject the patriarchy and fight for the 
empowerment, liberation and self-determina¬ 
tion of all wimmin. This includes unquestion¬ 
able reproductive freedom and accessible 
wimmin-centered health care for all wimmin 
(And all means all!) We recognize that sexual 
violence and objectification of wimmin are 
necessary to the continued functioning of the 
state. The state will not solve our problems. 
We celebrate wimmin’s strength and rejoice in 
our diversity and individuality. 


Love and Rage supports Queer liberation. 

We reject the compulsory heterosexuality 
of the patriarchal family and traditional sex 
roles and support attempts to foster a diver¬ 
sity of consensual human relationships and 
sexuality. This includes the liberation of bi¬ 
sexual, gay, lesbian and transgender people. 


Love and Rage is anti-ageist, 

the manifestations of ageism take many 
forms, from the oppression of youth to the 
problems of older people, all of whom are mar¬ 
ginalized and alienated from this society. Our 
ideas for liberation are always developing and 
cannot be presented in a paragraph, but must 


be simplistically addressed, and will be dealt 
with in relevant articles on the AYF (Anarchist 
Youth Federation) Page and elsewhere. 

Love and Rage is eco-anarchist. 

All forms of life are intertwined. We reject 
the myth that people exist outside the natural 
world. Instead, we see human life as an inte¬ 
gral part of nature. 

At the same time, we see all forms of social 
domination as thoroughly interconnected 
with ecological destruction. We know that if 
we want to stop the destruction of the planet 
we must also end all forms of domination that 
corrode social life. 

Merely changing individual lifestyles or 
“ greening ’’ capitalism will not save the planet. 
Instead we must understand that it is corpo¬ 
rate and state capitalism together with forms 
of domination such as patriarchy and racism 
that are responsible for the current ecological 
crisis. An anarchist society must be ecological 
and an ecological society must be anarchistic. 

This statement does not attempt to include 
all the issues of concern to anarchists and 
anti-authoritarians nor does Love and Rage 
pretend to fully understand, or be fully united 
on, all issues. We do not purport to represent 
the full spectrum of diversity in the contempo¬ 
rary anarchist movement. We will not shy 
away from controversy. We will always seek 
the input of our readers and other activists in 
our efforts to advance both our own under¬ 
standing and that of the movements we serve. 


be discussed in the paper as a whole and 
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LEFT GREEN 
CONFERENCE 


by Laura Lib And Paul O’banion 

M idnight July 1st, barely 
five minutes after the 
end of the last plenary 
at the Love and Rage Network 
conference, it was into a com¬ 
rade’s car and off to Chicago for 
the second leg of an illustrious 
conference tour. On to the third 
continental conference of the 
Left Green Network, our allies 
in the anti-authoritarian move¬ 
ment. 

The centerpiece of this con¬ 
ference was the debate of a pro¬ 
posed program for the Left 
Greens. Contrary to the head¬ 
line of Wayne Price’s June/July 
Love and Rage article "A Look 
at the New Left Green Pro¬ 
gram," the proposed program 
was only a draft and a hotly 
debated one at that. At the con¬ 
ference at least five different 
perspectives were voiced. 
Howie Hawkins’ draft (a later 
version, and quadruple the size, 
of the program reviewed by 
Price) was the most well-devel¬ 
oped proposal. The 27-page 
draft, especially the analysis 
and strategy sections, is a thor¬ 
ough articulation of Left Green 
politics —a must-read for revo¬ 
lutionary anarchists. It lays out 
an immediate, revolutionary 


byAnne Siegal 
he Youth Greens (YG), a 
continental eco-anar- 
chist organization, had 
its fifth continental conference 
the 14th-18th of August in Dex¬ 
ter, Oregon. This was a new 
kind of conference for us. We 
focused primarily on education 
for the first time. The first two 
and a half days were spent 
solely on workshops and fun, 
but the short amount of time 
spent on decision making was 
jam packed. I’ll get to that later. 

A LITTLE BACKGROUND 

The YG started as a youth 
caucus in the Green Commit¬ 
tees on Correspondence (the 
GCOC is now just called the 
Greens, thankfully). These peo¬ 
ple, distressed by the small 
numbers of explicitly radical 
people and the lack of young 
people's participation in the 
GCOC, got together and 
drafted a statement that was 
later used to organize the first 
YG conference in May of 1989. 
Since that conference we’ve 
established ourselves as an in¬ 


and full program starting with 
certain reforms that relate to 
the situation that we face now, 
building on the contradictions 
these demands raise and pre¬ 
senting a utopian vision for the 
future. 

The Northern Vermont 
Greens of Burlington offered a 
critique and proposed amend¬ 
ments to the Hawkins program, 
objecting to its " economistic 
bias," and demands which they 
felt defined not a new politics 
but continued dependence on 
the state and the market. In¬ 
stead, Northern Vermont 
Greens advocated a movement 
of fundamental opposition to 
the state and market on the mu¬ 
nicipal level. AWOL, a Minnea¬ 
polis Youth Green local and 
eco-anarchist collective, al¬ 
though without a written posi¬ 
tion, raised basic questions 
about the Left Greens’ relation¬ 
ship to other social movements 
and oppressed communities. 

The opening panel on femi¬ 
nism and ecology addressed is¬ 
sues that recurred throughout 
the gathering. A student and 
activist from Toronto, Kate San- 
dilands, trashed the Left 
Greens’ feminist principle enti¬ 
tled " Social Ecofeminism." In it, 


dividual organization, autono¬ 
mous from the GCOC. In the 
past two years we’ve devel¬ 
oped our ecological anarchist 
politics into written principles 
and adopted bylaws, and we’ve 
organized/taken part in local 
and national direct actions 
(most notably the many Radi¬ 
calize Earth Day actions of 
1990). 

A NEW DIRECTION 

A lot of people at this past 
conference were not very ex¬ 
cited about the direction in 
which the YG were going. Up 
until now we’ve been a conti¬ 
nental organization made up of 
local groups and individuals. To 
be a member, you had to be in 
basic agreement with the prin¬ 
ciples and, if possible, pay dues. 
But many people have found 
this structure to be too confin¬ 
ing. The principles, many feel, 
are somewhat problematic. Al¬ 
though democratically written 
at past conferences, the lan¬ 
guage is often inaccessible, the 
concepts are sometimes ab- 


Sandilands found not a positive 
statement for women's libera¬ 
tion, but a private and obscure 
conversation, refuting the 
claims of a certain brand of 
ecofeminism and letting them 
set the terms of debate. Her 
brilliant talk led to the drafting 
of a Women’s Liberation princi¬ 
ple by members of the women’s 
caucus which was later 
adopted to replace "Social 
Ecofeminism." 

Though the panel was well- 
received, the Left Greens didn’t 
shake their history of male 
dominance as seen in frequent 



male-dominated discussions, 
the scheduling of the panel it¬ 
self (Wednesday night before 
the conference really started) 
and a couple of unbelievable 
comments from some middle- 
aged "new leftists" who still 
don’t seem to get it. One Cana¬ 
dian Green protested it wasn’t 
his responsibility that women 
weren’t speaking —he thought 
this problem was solved five 
years ago! Carl Davidson, for¬ 
mer national officer of SDS, ap¬ 
parently not wanting anyone 


stract —not lent easily to con¬ 
crete organizing, and they don’t 
cohesively articulate our poli¬ 
tics. We’ve also found that peo¬ 
ple who hold eco-anarchist 
ideas, and who may agree with 
our principles, don’t necessarily 
want to organize specifically as 
Youth Greens (and let’s be hon¬ 
est, who would with a hokey 
name like Youth Greens). 

After much debate about our 
problems, the name itself being 

SMASH 

the- 



work, over the course of the 
next year, towards the creation 
of a new eco-anarchist net¬ 
work. We recognize that there 
are other anarchists and radical 
ecologists with whom we have 
a lot in common. We hope that 
you are interested in coming to¬ 
gether next August to create a 
network that is culturally and 
philosophically diverse. 

The formation of this new 
body is going to take a lot of 
organizing. We committed to in¬ 


evaluating his personal con¬ 
duct, proclaimed that in fact the 
personal was not political, 
rather this idea was responsi¬ 
ble for an assault on privacy 
akin to outlawing abortion. 

Anti-racism was a strong cur¬ 
rent of discussion throughout 
the weekend. It was both the 
subject of an evening panel and 
large-group workshop, as well 
as integral to Left Greens’ con¬ 
sideration of endorsement of a 
call for reparations from the US 
government to African-Ameri¬ 
cans for the genocidal history of 
slavery. The call for reparations 
and a related call for the cede of 
the so-called Sherman’s Trust 
territory promised to "freed" 
enslaved Africans was raised 
by former Black Panther and 
Green activist Sulaiman Mahdi. 
Mahdi’s proposal, along with 
his advocacy of Ron Daniels’ 
1992 Presidential Campaign, 
raised complex questions for 
anti-statists. Madhi was very 
thoughtful and articulate, but 
his specific proposals were un¬ 
clear. Although Madhi left with¬ 
out an official endorsement for 
his proposal, his presence re¬ 
sulted in increased solidarity by 
Left Greens with his "Green 
Justice" movement. A newly 
strengthened Multi-Cultural 
Alliance Building Working 
Group will remain in touch with 
Madhi and further investigate 
and debate the many issues he 
raised. 

Left Greens will continue de¬ 
bating revolutionary strategy 


itiating this process. We will be 
putting out a call to any groups 
or individuals who may be in¬ 
terested, encouraging inter¬ 
ested people to have regional 
meetings in March, and possi¬ 
bly working together on Radi¬ 
calize Earth Day Actions. A lot 
of space in our newsletter will 
be devoted to envisioning 
what this network might look 
like, and debating the direction 
it should go in. We welcome 
anyone who is interested to 
take part in this process. Hope¬ 
fully, all this communicating 
and organizing can culminate 
into a really vibrant conference 
in August of 1992. 

ENDORSEMENTS 

We endorsed some things 
particularly pertinent to people 
involved with Love and Rage. 
After much debate, similar to 
what was spoken to at the Love 
and Rage Network and Left 
Green Network conferences, 
we endorsed the Presidential 
Boycott. The Wimmin’s Health 
Tour was also endorsed, people 
were very excited by this and it 
was decided that we would do 
what we could in support of this 
project. 

NEW PROJECTS 

The YG are making a call to 
interested people and groups to 


through a series of mailings 
leading up to next year’s conti¬ 
nental conference. No doubt 
the debate will also continue in 
their own newsletter and jour¬ 
nal, as well as in these pages 
and that of publications like 
Biehl and Bookchin’s Green Per¬ 
spectives. In addition to pro¬ 
gram discussions and ongoing 
local work, as well as projects 
like support for the Dine 
(Navajo) in the Southwest, Left 
Greens took on two new pro¬ 
jects. 

The first was endorsement of 
the RABL proposal, also en¬ 
dorsed by Love and Rage Net¬ 
work, to organize a boycott of 
the 1992 Presidential elections. 
The second project involves 
working with the Student Envi¬ 
ronmental Action Coalition 
(SEAC) in California on a speak¬ 
ing/organizing tour of Univer¬ 
sity of California schools, 
encouraging resistance to the 
corporate forestry practices tar¬ 
geted by last year’s Redwood 
Summer such as clear-cutting 
and worker exploitation. The 
campaign will be centred 
around getting the U of C sys¬ 
tem to divest its holdings in one 
of the main perpetrating com¬ 
panies, Georgia Pacific. 

If you're interested in the de¬ 
bates around revolutionary 
strategy and/or the Left Green 
Program contact: 

Left Green Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 366 
Iowa City, IA 52244 USA 


hold decentralized local and/or 
regional Radicalize Earth Day 
actions. We hope these actions 
can be coordinated with educa¬ 
tional activities (study groups, 
leaflets, teach-ins, etc.) that 
take on the questions and con¬ 
nections between ecological 
destruction and other forms of 
domination such as sexism, 
heterosexism, racism, eco¬ 
nomic oppression, and state 
control of our lives, 

AWOL, the Minneapolis YG 
local, has taken on the respon¬ 
sibility of the newsletter, This 
will come out at least quarterly. 
So far the tentative dates are 
November 1, February 1, May 1, 
and August 1. The women’s 
caucus has decided to include a 
feminist insert into the news¬ 
letter. These four pages will be 
autonomous from the editorial 
control of the newsletter pro¬ 
duction group in Minneapolis. 
This is a space for women to 
express ourselves in any num¬ 
ber of ways, be it theory or po¬ 
etry. If you are interested in 
submitting to (submissions due 
on October 10) or receiving the 
newsletter and/or the feminist 
insert, contact the clearing¬ 
house. 

For more infornation about 
the YG: 

YG Clearing House 
P.O. Box 7293 
Mpls,MN 55407 


The following groups suppport 
Love and Rage. If you like what 
you see in Love and Rage and 
would like to find out more about 
revolurionary anarchism, con¬ 
tact the group closest to you. 


UNITED STATES 


Youth Greens 
PO Box 7293 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Revolutionary Group X 
PO Box 6022 
Chicago, IL 60680 


Revolutionary Anarchist 
Bowling League 
PO Box 10854 

Minneapolis, MN 55459-3854 


Love and Rage 
Supporters in Atlanta 
PO Box 2234 
Decatur, GA 30031-2234 

Liberate the Obsessed 
PO Box 1916 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

Collective Action 
PO Box 44563 
Detroit, Ml 48244 

Circle A Collective 
1126 Marais 
New Orleans, LA 70116 

Bay Area Anti-Racist Action 
PO Box 3501 
Oakland, CA 94609 

The Alternative 
UT Box 16156 UT Station 
Knoxville, TN 37996-4900 


Autonomous Anarchist Action 
PO Box 3 Prince St Station 
New York, NY 10012 


Autonome Forum 
PO Box 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 

Art Decco 
PO Box 12504 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

Anarchist Youth Federation/NYC 
PO Box 365, Canal St Station 
New York, NY 10013-0365 

Amor y Rabia 
PO Box 45-2001 
Miami, FL 33245 

Atlatl Collective 
PO Box 7962 
Austin, TX 78713-7962 


Cincinnati Autonomous 
Anarchist Collective 
PO Box 19589 
Cincinnati, OH 45219 

United Anarchist Front 
PO Box 1115 
Whittier, CA 90609 

Bayou La Rose 
PO Box 5464 
Tacoma, WA 98405-0464 

Anarchist Action Network 
Suite 147, 3325 Lorna Rd #2 
PO Box 360999 
Birmingham, AL 35236 


CANADA 

Outaouais Outrage 
PO Box 4051, Station E 
Ottawa, ONTK1F5B1 
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Community Charge 
PO Box 57069 
Jackson Station 
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Arm The Spirit 
c/o Wild Seed Press 
PO Box 57584 
Jackson Station 
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MEXICO 

Amor y Rabia 
Apartado Postal 11-351 
C.P. 06101 Mexico, D.F. Mexico 

Colectivo Cambio Radical 
Apdo. Postal 13-441 
C.P. 03501 Mexico, D.F. Mexico 


YOUTH GREEN 
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Earth First! Goes East—1991 Vermont Round River Rendezvous 


by Ursula Aves 
ANY PEOPLE OUT¬ 
SIDE THE Earth First! 
movejment (and the 
FBI) don’t know much about 
what goes on at the annual 
Round River Rendezvous. It’s a 
chance to network, sharpen 
skills, improve knowledge 
about issues and contribute to 
an Earth based culture. Be¬ 
cause it’s held in a different lo¬ 
cation each year we get a 
chance to hike and make a con¬ 
nection with different besieged 
regions which are being fought 
for. Mostly it’s a chance to cut 
loose with people we don’t get 
to see often enough and re¬ 
strengthen our resolve and pur¬ 
pose. 

Held during the week August 
5th through 11th in the Green 
Mountains, un the land origi¬ 
nally inhabited by the Abenaki 
people (known in colonial terms 
as Vermont), the RRR left us 
with a renewed sense of com¬ 
mon purpose and a stronger 
east coast segment of the 
movement. This year's RRR 
was the first one held east of 
the Rockies, and, because a ma¬ 
jority of EF! activists live in the 
west, it was a small gathering, 
consisting of 200 or so people 
from across the continent. 

The RRR is not an official de¬ 
cision-making body for an or¬ 
ganization. It is a movement 
gathering. We are decentral¬ 
ized in our structure and try to 
organize bio-regionally. All 
meetings are run by consensus 
process with a facilitator. Ren¬ 


dezvous are always held in a 
National Forest, to call atten¬ 
tion to the destruction of these 
eco-systems by the US Forest 
Service. We have a specific 
agenda that brings us together 
and our goals are clear: No com¬ 
promise in the defense of Earth! 

Much of the animosity that 
has surfaced at some recent 
RRRs was not evident. In the 
past unresolved arguments re¬ 
volving around issues of nation¬ 
alism, racism, and freedom of 
speech as well as appropriate 
strategy caused deep divisions. 
You might say there was fric¬ 
tion between the flag wavers 
and the flag burners. The de¬ 
parture of many of the right 
wing elements within Earth 
First! and the realization of the 
extremes to which the FBI went 
to destroy this movement con¬ 
tributed to this renewed sense 
of common purpose. The ab¬ 
sence of overt police presence 
was a bit of a relief after past 
years’ more visible presence. 
We never thought for a moment 
that we were alone but the only 
uniforms we saw were one 
friendly Freddy (Forest Service 
employee) and of course the lo¬ 
cal sheriff taking down license 
plate numbers. 

Recent years have seen many 
attacks on EF! from within and 
from without. These attacks in¬ 
clude FBI infiltration, harass¬ 
ment & "legal" action (the 
Arizona 5 trial *), the bombing 
of Judi Bari & Darryl Cherney, 
and the endless internal de¬ 


bates, divisions and depar¬ 
tures. Many things have hap¬ 
pened which could have 
distracted us from our fight but 
instead have shown more 
clearly who we are fighting and 
who is profiting by the contin- 

EARTH 


ued destruction of this bio¬ 
sphere and what we stand to 
lose. The corporations, the in¬ 
dividuals that run them and the 
socio/political system which 
exists to protect them (and 
their profits) are continuing to 
destroy biological diversity on 
this planet. If we don’t stop 
them now there may be nothing 
left to fight for. 

Days began with morning cir¬ 
cles where we dealt with the 
day’s business, made an¬ 


nouncements and dealt with 
problems. Workshops included 
Apache Scout skills (how to 
move through the forest with¬ 
out being seen or heard), Hunt 
Sabotage, FBI, Wild Women’s 
Caucus, Men’s Caucus, Mixed 

FIRST! 


Caucus (a chance to communi¬ 
cate the issues that had come 
up in the separate caucuses), 
The Arizona 5 Trial, various 
EF! regional campaign up¬ 
dates, and many more. For 
those who’d had enough of 
talking and needed to re¬ 
charge there were trails that 
started at the site, including a 
connection to the Long Trail 
and a pond a short distance 
away. On Tuesday many folks 
headed into Middlebury to join 


a demonstration in support of 
the Ban the Dam bike tour, or¬ 
ganized to oppose the gargan¬ 
tuan James Bay hydro complex 
in the wilderness of northern 
Quebec. 

On Monday, August 12th a 
herd of caribou descended 
upon the State Capitol in Al¬ 
bany, NY where they drowned 
in a fountain pool "created" by 
a mock Hydro Quebec Dam. 
This was to remind Governor 
Cuomo that 10,000 caribou 
drowned after James Bay I was 
built and that he should cancel 
the New York State contract 
with Hydro Quebec so that 
James Bay II will not be built. 
The caribou were then resur¬ 
rected and enacted The Re¬ 
venge of The Dead Bloated 
Ceiribou. The herd attacked the 
"dam" and ripped it to shreds. 
We then paid a visit to the of¬ 
fices of the New York Power 
Authority who surprisingly did 
not seem to be expecting us 
even though the Sunday Boston 
Globe and Middlebury Vermont 
paper had announced our ac¬ 
tion, including a false state¬ 
ment that we had considered 
but decided against taking 
down power lines. 

On Tuesday, August 20th a 
group of EF !ers, still inspired by the 
RRR, stopped the poisoning of Lit¬ 
tle Green Pond near Saranac Lake 
by the NYS Department of Environ¬ 
mental Conservation. The DEC is 
dumping Rotenone in the pond. 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Anti-Racist Jailed 


More Anti- 




One thing that goes along 

WITH increased racist and neo-fascist — 
and therefore anti-racist and anti-facist 
—activity is the possibility of legal prob¬ 
lems. Our friend Grover, from Cincinnati 
Autonomous Anarchist Collective, was 
recently convicted of aggravated assault 
against a neo-Nazi, and is currently serv¬ 
ing a year in jail for it. Jodi from CAAC 
writes: 

"After his charges were dropped from 
felonious assault to aggravated assault, 
Grover was sentenced to one year in jail 
on July 29. Scott, the Nazi who pressed 
the charges is one of the most visible 
organizers in his Cincinnati suburb. 
This scum was organizing at his high 
school and had participated in jumping 
several anti-racists. He was jumped in 
the hopes that it would deter other slimy 
racists from doing similar things. 

Scott was so low as to tell the court 
that injuries he received from being hit 
by a car were caused by the anti-racists. 
He also said his mother was harassed 
outside the court, which was a blatant 
lie. The judge used these lies against 
Grover and the other accused anti-rac¬ 
ist. He talked as if the Nazi shit was a 


poor innocent kid on his way to school 
when he was "brutalized." He called 
the anti-racists "Nazis" and "Fascists" 
and then, pointing his finger at the 
courtroom, he threatened us not to has¬ 
sle Scott, or anyone else, or we would 
have to "deal with him." 

While I do not necessarily condone 
these anti-racists’ actions, I think that it 
is important to try a variety of tactics to 
see which one best keeps Nazi scum 
from organizing, recruiting, and doing 
actions against minorities or anti-rac¬ 
ists. The sentence the judge handed 
down was the result of a fucked system 
and a racist judge. If they see that they 
can get away with locking up political 
people, they will continue to do it while 
the racists get away scott free. We have 
to let them know we object to their 
fucked legal system and their judges 
locking up political people, including 
people who fight fascism, and WE WILL 
PROTEST!!! In this specific case, how¬ 
ever, Grover has specifically requested 
that we do nothing like protests or let¬ 
ters to the judge since this might ruin his 
chance of getting "Shock Parole" after 
serving a month. He would like mail." 


It’s crucial that we support Grover. 
One of the purposes of jailing people is 
to isolate them from their friends, fami¬ 
lies and comrades. If we forget about 
those who are imprisoned —and it isn’t 
likely to be fewer of us anytime soon — 
the state might be able to break their 
spirits. This is unacceptable. 

Grover can only receive books which 
are shipped by the publisher and your 
letters to him are likely to be read and 
possibly censored by prison officials. 
For books, you can order books from 
most publishers using a credit card and 
have them ship the books anywhere in 
the world. It’s not clear whether he’ll be 
able to accept care-packages or what, so 
perhaps your best bet is to write to him 
and ask what he wants and will be able 
to receive —use your imagination. The 
difference between being in jail alone 
and being in jail and receiving suppor¬ 
tive letters from 1,000 anarchists is 
pretty great, so please write. 

Greg Smith #247037 
CRC 

PO Box 300 
Orient, OH 43146 


Racists 

Acquitted 

TWO MEMBERS OF CANADIAN 
ANTI-RACIST ORGANIZATIONS, Andre 
Querry, of ACEF-Laval, and Martin 
Theriault, of the Canadian Centre on Ra¬ 
cism and Prejudice, have recently been 
found not guilty in a trial in which they 
were accused of robbing Michel Laroc- 
que, the organizer in chief of the KKK in 
Montreal. The two were accused of 
stealing film from M. Larocque’s camera, 
his hat, and his umbrella, at an anti-rac¬ 
ist demonstration in Montreal in Sep¬ 
tember 1990. Larocque admitted that 
he was at the demo to take pictures of 
anti-racists to build files on them. After 
losing his case, Larocque made death 
threats against one of the defendants, 
with police nearby. The cops refused to 
press charges, saying that M. Larocque 
was "tired" and "upset." For more in¬ 
formation: 

Support Committee 
POB 505 Station Desjardins 
Montreal, PQ H5B 1B6 
(514) 663 3470 or (514) 727 2936 


CONTACTS 

To learn more about political 
prisoners, prisoners of war, and 
prisons in North America, write to 
any or all of the following groups: 


Anarchist Black Cross Toronto 
PO Box 6326 Station A 
Toronto, ONT M5W 1P7 
CANADA 

Friends of Liberty 
Box 95686 

Seattle, WA 98145-2686 


Anarchist Black Cross Vancouver 
PO Box 2881 
Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 
CANADA 


Anarchist Black Cross New York 
PO Box 20521 
Tompkins Square Station 
New York, NY 10009 


Anarchist Black Cross 
San Lorenzo PO Box 215 
San Lorenzo, CA 94580 


Anarchist Black Cross 

Latino Americana 

PO Box 451208 

Miami, FL 33245 

Through The Walls 

472 Albert St 

Kingston, ONT K7L 3W3 
CANADA 

Committee to the The Mrion 
Lockdown 

343 S. Dearborn, Suite 1607 
Chicago, IL 60604 

The ANTI-WARior 

48 Shattuck Sq. 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Bulldozer 

PO Box 5052 Station A 
Toronto, ONT M5W 1W4 
CANADA 

Project 1313 

PO Box 1313 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Prisoner's Legal News 

PO Box 1684 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 

Leonard Peltier 

Defense Committee 

PO Box 583 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Wimmin Prisoner 

Support Network 

PO Box 770, Station P 

Toronto, ONTM5S 2Z1 
CANADA 


i 
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Black Liberation 


by Futura Demibold 
EONARD JEFFRIES, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE African-American Studies 
program at New York’s City Col¬ 
lege, is at the center of a storm over 
charges that he made anti-Semitic com¬ 
ments in a speech in July. Several poli¬ 
ticians, including Governor Cuomo, have 
called for him to be fired or disciplined. 

Jeffries has received a lot of passion¬ 
ate support (and some opposition) in the 
Black community, including several 
large rallies and a mass meeting in 
Brooklyn August 15, at which a video¬ 
tape of his speech was played and re¬ 
ceived with calls of "Yes, yes," and "It’s 
the truth," and applause for some of his 
digs at Jewish opponents. 

Jeffries' supporters charge that the 
controversy is a smokescreen for attack¬ 
ing multicultural education, which Jef¬ 
fries backs, but the charges against 
Jews in Jeffries’ speech are important 
and need discussion. 

A couple of things become clear from 
Jeffries’ speech and the debate around 
it: 

• Jeffries’ right to speak has to be 
defended. He shouldn’t be dis¬ 
missed or disciplined. 

• Jeffries’ views are anti-Semitic and 
have to be attacked. 

• The controversy has tapped into a 
real vein of anger and frustration in 
the Black community, some of which 
is anti-Semitic, and this has to be 
discussed openly, and fought. 

JEFFRIES' SPEECH 

Jeffries made his speech at a state¬ 
wide Black Arts and Cultural Festival on 
July 20. Most of it was a defense of his 
version of multiculturalism — the idea 
that high school and college social sci¬ 
ence programs should give more empha¬ 
sis to the roles of Blacks, Hispanics, 
Native Americans, and Asians in history. 
Jeffries, who had earlier been a consult¬ 
ant for a state commission studying the 
question, also lambasted liberal and 
neo-conservative critics of the commis¬ 
sion and himself. 

His whole speech wasn’t an attack on 
Jews, but neither did it contain just a 
couple of incidental remarks about Jews 
—he kept coming back to what he sees 
as the negative role of Jews in history 
and today. For example: 

• "Many people, such as the 
Ravitches, who happen to be Jew¬ 
ish, have blinded us to the attack 
coming from the Jewish community 
—systematic, unrelenting." 

• "There’s an orchestrated attack by 
the Schlesingers and the Shankers, 
working with the white conserva¬ 
tives." (Historian Arthur Schles- 


inger, Assistant U.S. Commissioner 
of Education Diane Ravitch, and 
teachers' union president Albert 
Shanker are critics of the commis¬ 
sion, and Jews. Ravitch, in fact, is 
"A sophisticated Texas Jew." 

• Jeffries describes growing up and 
watching movies where Black peo¬ 
ple were "completely denigrated. 
That was a conspiracy, planned and 
programed out of Hollywood, where 
people called Greenberg and Weis- 
berg and Trigliani and whatnot —it’s 
not anti-Semitic to mention who de¬ 
veloped Hollywood. Their names 
are there —MGM: Metro-Goldwyn- 


Mayer, Adolph Zukor, Fox. Russian 
Jewry had a particular control over 
the movies, and their financial part¬ 
ners, the Mafia, put together a sys¬ 
tem of destruction of Black people... 
It was by design. It was calculated." 

• Jeffries devotes a long section to the 
role of European Jewish capitalists 
in financing the slave trade. 

• He also qualifies, "We’re not talking 
about most Jews. Most Jews were 
being beat —up and down Europe — 
persecuted for being Jewish. We’re 


talking about rich Jews, and we spe¬ 
cifically make that distinction." 

Jeffries’ ideas about Jews have to be 
discussed seriously, because of the posi¬ 
tive response they are getting from 
some Black audiences. His comments 
on Jewish opposition to multicultural¬ 
ism, Hollywood racism, and the slave 
trade have one thing in common: they 
focus on the ethnic identity of bad peo¬ 
ple. Jeffries never blames the system, in 
fact he never indicates that there is a 
social system in which people commit 
crimes because of the roles they fill, not 
who they are. 


Professor Leonard Jeffries 

Ravitch and Schlesinger, along with 
many white gentiles and some Blacks, 
are critics of multicultural education. 
There are real intellectual problems with 
some aspects of multicultural education, 
but they are being debated by educators 
who are in favor of the basic concept. 
Ravitch, Schlesinger, and intellectuals 
like them, on the other hand, believe 
strongly in standard (and racist) "Ameri¬ 
can values," which they trace to suppos- 
edly universal European cultural 
traditions. They see ethnic-oriented 
education as divisive and politically radi¬ 
cal (potentially at least). So the reasons 


for their position are political. Ravitch 
opposes multiculturalism because she is 
a neo-conservative, not because she's a 
Jew. 

Similarly, Hollywood movies are racist, 
not because the studio heads are Jews, 
but because US culture is racist. Movies 
have always been ideological. They 
support fantasies about escape from 
daily life. (Almost no movies from major 
studios deal with work.) They support 
racist fantasies about US history (West¬ 
erns). And they were vilely, blatantly 
anti-Black up to about 1970, and more 
subtly anti-Black today. But the reason 
isn't that the studio heads are Jews, but 
that movies either play to (white) major¬ 
ity taste and values, or they support 
" socially responsible" values, which still 
show subtly racist images of Blacks. 

(Black-made movies don’t escape 
from the trap of movies-as-ideology. 
Spike Lee’s movies have come in for a lot 
of criticism from some Black radicals for, 
among other things, not offering "posi¬ 
tive" enough images of Black people. 
One assumption behind these criticisms 
is that movies should have a positive 
propaganda effect; Black-made movies 
should replace negative images with 
positive images rather than telling the 
truth as the movie-maker sees it —which 
in Lee’s case is sometimes uncomfort¬ 
able for Blacks as well as whites.) 

As to slavery, Jewish merchant capi¬ 
talists did help finance the slave trade. 
In the European middle ages, the slave 
trade as well as the conquest of the 
"new" world required large amounts of 
capital. Some could be raised by meth¬ 
ods like pushing farmers off their land to 
use the land commercially, but much had 
to be borrowed. Jews were prominent 
moneylenders, although they were not 
the only moneylenders, so Jewish capi¬ 
tal helped finance the slave trade. 

What’s objectionable is focusing on 
the Jewishness of the capitalists, as if 
they were drawn to the slave trade be¬ 
cause they were Jewish. 

True, Jeffries does distinguish rich 
Jews from poor Jews. But when he dis¬ 
cusses Jewish capitalists, it’s their Jew¬ 
ishness that he faults. (For example 
when he mentions that "even when 
they converted to Christianity, they 
maintained links with their Jewish com¬ 
munity brothers who had not converted; 
and that’s why they had a network 
around the world"). 

Aside from Jeffries’ specific ideas, 
when you read his whole speech you are 
struck by his constant emphasis on the 
issue of Jewishness. Jeffries’ interest in 
who among the critics of multicultural¬ 
ism is and isn’t Jewish, a reference to 
"the head Jew at City College, Dr. Ber- 




Focus on Crown Heights 


by Futura Demibold 
HE LARGEST BLACK 
PROTEST in New York 
for many years broke out 
in Brooklyn’s Crown Heights 
section Monday night, August 
19, after a 7-year-old Black child 
was killed and his 10-year-old 
cousin critically injured by a 
runaway car driven by a mem¬ 
ber of the Hasidic Jewish Lu- 
bavitcher movement. 

People in the neighborhood 
reacted with outrage to the 
way the car’s unhurt driver was 
whisked off in a private Jewish 
ambulance by police order even 
before the injured child, Gavin 
Cato, got medical attention. By 
10 o’clock, an hour and a half 
after the accident, a full-scale 
riot was under way. Crowds of 
teenagers overturned and 
torched cop cars. Two nights 
later, nine cops were injured by 
a shotgun blast from a rooftop. 

The protest, which continued 
all week, quickly turned anti- 
Jewish. Later Monday night a 
Jewish graduate student, Yan- 


kel Rosenbaum, 29, was 
stabbed to death on a nearby 
street, amid calls of "kill the 
Jew!" Crowds stoned Jewish- 
owned houses and marched on 
the headquarters of the Lu- 
bavitcher movement, in one 
case with chants of "Heil 
Hitler!" " Go back to Israel!" 

Some of the background to 
this lies in the history of the 
Crown Heights area. It was a 
middle-class Jewish neighbor¬ 
hood until the 1950s. Lu- 
bavitchers moved in after the 
Orthodox group’s world head¬ 
quarters were moved there. Si¬ 
multaneously, Blacks and some 
Hispanics began moving in and 
non-Lubavitcher whites moved 
out. Today about 80 percent of 
the residents are Black, both 
U.S. and Caribbean, and about 
10 percent are white, almost all 
Lubavitchers. 

Blacks have always seen the 
Lubavitchers as privileged and 
particularly, as getting plenty of 
police protection when Blacks 


get none. The police guards 
provided for the Lubavitchers’ 
leader are particularly re¬ 
sented. "One of the primary 
things is for years he had a po¬ 
lice car in front of his house 24 
hours a day," said one resident. 
"There could be a mugging on 
the corner, and they would not 
move." 

Another grievance is the Lu- 
bavitcher anti-crime squads 
formed in the 1980s. These ba¬ 
sically acted as strong-arm vigi¬ 
lante squads that harassed 
Blacks because of their color. 

Other causes of resentment 
include unequal allocation of 
public housing to Lubavitchers, 
better schooling for Lubavitch¬ 
ers, and racist attitudes — "It’s 
the way Black people are looked 
at, the assumptions about Black 
people. That black people are 
no good, stupid, gross. That we 
are different — whatever they 
mean by different," said the di¬ 
rector of a Haitian community 
health service. 


For their part Jewish resi¬ 
dents are afraid, bitter, and in¬ 
dignant. "They came screaming 
‘Heil Hitler,’ cursed me, and 
punched me in the head," said 
Sholom Horowitz, 38, a Lu- 
bavitcher. " Do we live in Amer¬ 
ica? This is Lebanon." But he 
added that "they" —Blacks — 
"have their mayor, they have 
their governors, they have their 
Chief of Staff. Now they want 
our houses" — as if Blacks were 
the ruling class in the US 

Two points need to be made 
about the Crown Heights pro¬ 
tests. First, the uprising 
against discrimination, police 
favoritism toward the Lu¬ 
bavitchers, and the pervasive 
racism that protects whites and 
neglects Blacks is completely 
justified. It’s good that Black 
residents responded with rage 
to the blatant indifference to 
the death of a little boy . 

The second point is that anti- 
Semitism is wrong, no matter 
where it comes from. Not only 


because Jews as a people are 
not responsible for Gavin Cato’s 
death, although that is true and 
worth repeating. But for a sec¬ 
ond reason as well. 

There is an ongoing, long¬ 
term fight for racial justice in 
the US, and Black people obvi¬ 
ously are going to be leaders of 
it. That struggle will only be 
compromised by any hint of 
anti-Semitism. 

The struggle for racial justice 
can only be fought honestly un¬ 
der the banner of brotherhood, 
not of hate for another race or 
religion. That word, brother¬ 
hood, is so stained by now that 
you feel like a fool saying it, and 
the racial situation in the US — 
meaning 99 percent white ra¬ 
cism —is so bitter and horrible 
that to talk of brotherhood in¬ 
stead of retribution seems na¬ 
ive. But justice is brotherhood, 
and it’s in order to lead the 
struggle for it that anti-Semit¬ 
ism has to be fought. 
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id Anti-Semitism 


nard Somer," another mention of making 
"an agreement with my Jews at City 
College," his suggestion that there’s 
something treacherous about converted 
Jews maintaining links with other Jews 
and that Jews had a "network around 
the world" (a standard anti-Semitic 
stereotype, and one that I doubt could be 
documented for the middle ages), his 
concern with the Jewishness of Holly¬ 
wood capitalists —all this is the mark of 
someone who thinks that someone’s be¬ 
ing a Jew explains who he is and what 
he does; someone who thinks there’s 
something special about Jews — their 
Jewishness —that makes them enemies 
of Black people. 

This idea that racial identity explains 
a person's acts and views is a racist idea. 
That idea is the most basic form of anti- 
Semitism in Jeffries' speech. 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM 

Jeffries’ ideas about Jews are wrong 
and should be attacked intellectually 
and politically. But Jeffries’ right to 
speak has to be defended. Demands to 
fire or discipline him are attacks on aca¬ 
demic freedom. There’s a strong ele¬ 
ment of hypocrisy in the attacks: 
Michael Levin, a philosophy professor 
also at City College, has become notori¬ 
ous in the last two years for arguing that 
Blacks are intellectually inferior to 
whites, but criticisms of Levin have not 
been nearly as hysterical as those on 
Jeffries. But even if the reaction to both 
had been equal, the real issue would be 
the right of teachers and professors to 
free speech without fear for their jobs. 

This right is important and extends to 
everyone, no matter what their views, 
as long as they are doing a competent 
job teaching. 

On August 23, the executive commit¬ 
tee of the City College Senate an¬ 
nounced it would propose to the full 
Senate that no action be taken against 
Jeffries, but that it would criticize "Dr. 
Jeffries’ choice of words." This is a wel¬ 
come defense of the principle of aca¬ 
demic freedom, but it’s in fact too soft on 
Jeffries. His speech shows not just 
some unfortunate word choices, but a 
consistent argument that Jews as such 
are enemies of Black people. Jeffries’ 
ideas on Jews are poison and have to be 
fought — intellectually and politically, 
not by denying him a job. 


THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR 

Near the end of his speech, Jeffries 
goes into his own education and his con¬ 


cept of education. He talks, for example, 
about how fraternities worked to get 
their members through exams when he 
was a student, and goes on: "People, 
other people have a system. We have to 
put a system in place. We are not play¬ 
ing the game of politics and education 
the way they should be." He also says 
the multi-culturalism debate is part of 
the overall Black struggle, which he de¬ 
fines as "a political struggle; it’s not just 
an economic struggle; it’s not just eco¬ 
nomic-cultural struggle;* it’s not just an 
educational struggle." 

The concept of Black struggle here is 
the one sometimes called "empower¬ 
ment." It assumes that US politics is 


sharing in a multi-ethnic political sys¬ 
tem. This idea has alternated with more 
radical versions of nationalism, and both 
have coexisted with another tradition in 
the Black movement, of transforming the 
US as a whole into a mutli-racial broth¬ 
erhood. 

The relevant point now is that regres¬ 
sion, lack of progress, on every level has 
been so enormous in the last fifteen 
years —whether we’re talking about the 
economic crushing of the Black commu¬ 
nity, the lack of any real political power, 
the turning of schools into concentration 
camps, even the lowered life expectancy 
of Black males —that the idea of winning 
brotherhood in the US as a whole has all 



ethnic politics, every ethnic group ex¬ 
cept Blacks has organized for empower¬ 
ment, Blacks have to do the same, and 
the educational issues are part of this 
overall political struggle. This idea is a 
particular version of Black nationalism 
which defines nation-building as power¬ 


Profestors in Crown Heights (see accompanying article) 

but disappeared, while the idea of ethnic 
power-sharing has become very defen¬ 
sive, almost despairing. Today it looks 
as if damn near everybody is against 
Blacks, and nobody for. 

At this point the tendency is to blame 
another ethnic group that has "made it," 


instead of blaming the system. First, 
because the whole way of thinking is 
ethnic-group-oriented and not system- 
oriented. Nobody can see the system 
when no one is fighting the system; you 
only see other groups. Second, because 
many members of that group (Jews) 
have become conservative and racist, 
although Jews are still more liberal on 
racial issues than other whites. And 
third, because everybody, Black and 
white and Hispanic, is lashing out at one 
another in a society that’s in-crisis but so 
divided that struggle against the whole 
system seems impossible. 

This is as close as I can come to figur¬ 
ing why anti-Semitic ideas have taken 
hold in some parts of the Black commu¬ 
nity, as shown in Jeffries’ speech, many 
responses to it, and events like the anti- 
Jewish hatred in the Crown Heights re¬ 
bellion (see accompanying article). 

ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE BUCK MOVEMENT 

Jews have every right to be furious at 
Jeffries’ remarks. Nobody should ac¬ 
cuse us of racism or obscuring the issue. 
The "real issue" may be multicultural- 
ism, but Jeffries brought in a false issue, 
anti-Semitism. If I lecture you for two 
hours about some kind of culturalism 
and halfway through I say "Oh, by the 
way, I don’t like your Black face," I 
shouldn’t be surprised if you focus on 
that and forget the BS. 

But it is equally important for Blacks 
and anybody else who cares for racial 
justice to condemn Jeffries’ anti-Semit¬ 
ism. Black people shouldn’t become in¬ 
fected by the poison of race hate. I’m not 
talking here about Black "checking" of 
whites, but hate for Jews. 

The reality of life — as demonstrated 
in Crown Heights for example —is that 
nearly all Jews in the US (not every¬ 
where else) are white, and a large pro¬ 
portion are middle class. It’s plain that 
Jews do receive preferential treatment 
in employment, from the cops, etc. —the 
list is endless. And many Jews are rac¬ 
ists. But this is because they are white 
and middle class, not because they are 
Jews. (Is it really necessary to say this? 
Apparently.) Racist ideas and racist 
structures go very deep into the history 
and culture of the US, they don’t result 
from the bad motives of certain people 
called Jews. 

It's easy to understand why many Black 
people end up resenting Jews. That is all 
the more reason why intellectuals like Jef¬ 
fries, who should be clear on the difference 
between the system and individuals, 
should not help popularize anti-Semitic 
poison in the Black movement. 


Anarchist Organization 

C hristopher Day has finished his series on anarchist organizing. The complete series, 
including the first four parts (printed in Love and Rage) and a final fifth section, all newly 
revised and edited, will be available soon. The fifth section appears in this month’s Love 
and Rage discussion bulletin as a preview of the revised and finished pamphlet, which will be 
available from Love and Rage as soon as Christopher finishes editing it. Please write or call the 
Love and Rage office for more information, or to let us know that you want a copy. 

Love and Rage 
PO Box 3 

Prince Street Station 
NY, NY 10012 
(212)925 7966 


Laws And Outlaws 

Y ou may be wondering where part two of "Laws and Outlaws, ’’ last month’s center-spread, 
is. The authors were working on the conclusion of the series, but, unfortunately, all of 
their notes mysteriously disappeared. As soon as they have the time to reconstruct the 
article, we’ll print it. 


Where's September? 

W e regret to note that this October issue, at 20 pages, is a combination of September and 
October. We wanted to print two separate issues, but a combination of almost 
unbelievable technical problems and a profound lack of $$$ meant that we couldn’t. 
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SLACK 


Review 

by Rachel Rinaldo 
F YOU WALK DOWN ANY 
overcrowded street with 
your ears open, you will hear 
some very odd fragments of 
conversation. Combined, all of 
these out-of-context scraps cre¬ 
ate some pretty bizarre conver¬ 
sations, which should make you 
realize that people are much 
stranger than we think. Direc¬ 
tor Ric Linklater came to this 
conclusion a few years ago and 
collected conversations he 
heard, as well as descriptions of 
the characters he noticed in 
bars, cafes, and on the streets 
of Austin, Texas. He then made 
a movie out of these conversa¬ 
tions, and called it Slacker. 

Slacker isn’t exactly about 
anything at all. It lacks a plot, 
action, or main characters, yet 
it’s not a documentary either. It 
is a series of episodes involving 
various people, mainly college 
students and eccentric drop¬ 
outs, and yes, anarchists. The 
characters discuss their phi¬ 
losophies of life, their views 
about why things are the way 
they are, and contribute plenty 
of off-the-wall conspiracy theo¬ 
ries. Listening to these people 
talk and getting small glimpses 
of their lives isn’t boring at all; 
in fact, it’s hilarious and fasci¬ 
nating. 

The film begins with a stu- 
dentish guy stepping off a bus 
and into a taxi. He talks non¬ 
stop to the driver for the entire 
ride, expounding on his view 
that every time you make a de¬ 
cision, the alternatives you con¬ 
sider become realities 
themselves. "The road not 
taken" is also real. So, this guy 
considered walking instead of 
taking a cab, and if he’d walked, 
maybe he would have met a 
beautiful woman and gone 
home with her, and lived hap¬ 
pily ever after. And now, if he 
dreams about being with a 
beautiful woman, it’s really his 
other life intruding into this 


one, and he decides that after 
all, he should have walked. 
Slacker is full of such street cor¬ 
ner philosophers. 

In another classic scene, a 
women tries to sell her friends 
a sample of Madonna’s pap 
smear. It's much closer to the 
real Madonna than a poster or a 
record, she explains. 



One of the most memorable 
highlights, however, is definitely 
the elderly anarchist who finds a 
robber with a gun in his house, and 
of course, tells him to take what¬ 
ever he wants. He then points out 
all his pictures of old anarchists 
and takes the criminal for a stroll, 
all the while telling him about his 
adventures in the Spanish Civil 
War (all of which are made up). At 
the end of the walk he even returns 
the gun to the would-be robber, 
who isn’t sure what to think about 
the whole thing. This is a better 
portrayal of anarchists than you’ll 
find most places. Quite a few char¬ 
acters throughout the film hold an¬ 
archistic views about work and 
government. This, together with 
the spontaneity and random quality 
of many scenes give Slacker a truly 
anarchist fee\ing:Slacker proves 
that ordinary life is very strange. 


by Bob E. and Susannah 

The following are excerpts 
from an interview with Ric Link¬ 
later, maker of the film Slacker. 
The interview was conducted in 
an Austin Texas parking lot on 
April 21, 1991. 

Bob: There was one re¬ 
viewer who said [that Slacker 
is] "representative of our 
times." You were saying 
these are just characters of 
our times...that this is the 
way people are, only more 
openly. 

Ric: [It] isn’t necessarily this 
[generation]. This sort of sub¬ 
culture, on the most superficial 
level, has always existed and 
it’s just whether they want to 
pay attention to it or not. 

Bob: What is going on? 

Ric: I sense something in the 
air...making the movie it really 
came out....There’s this incred¬ 
ible kind — of what? Dissatis¬ 
faction, or this kind of total 
non-belief in everything...I 
know a good sign was in the 
early eighties when they had 
mass non-compliance with the 
first conscription...I mean, eve¬ 
rybody thought "oh sure this 
generation...they’ll all sign up 
like sheep to slaughter," but I 
mean...no one signed up 

Bob: You're sort of suggest¬ 
ing that there’s a political ele¬ 
ment in your vision. 

Ric: Yeah, I think so, but it’s 
not an organized political thing. 
...I mean if you look at [the] 
American political system 
there’s nothing to feel aligned 
with, you’re not represented. I 
think that’s become more and 
more clear to more and more 
people. 

Bob: Well, one of your char¬ 
acters is saying that the real 
winners in the election are 
the non-voters. 


E R 


Ric: The non-voting majority 
has been winning every elec¬ 
tion for the last three decades. 

Susannah: 1 thought it was 
interesting when you were 
talking about how Slacker 
was sort of a metamorphosis 
of how you felt disenfran¬ 
chised from the political sys¬ 
tem. 

Ric:[I feel like this] generation 
has drifted farther away from 
any. ^kind of ideologies, kind of 
seen as an alienation. It’s some¬ 
one else’s game, and it’s just 
not that simple...I mean, how 
can a thinking person really buy 
in whole-heartedly to some¬ 
thing, a party, or think some¬ 
thing is gonna change their 
lives? 

Bob: The people who put 
out the magazine Anarchy: A 
Journal of Desire Armed, are al¬ 
ways-talking about how an¬ 
archism has no ideology — 
[nothing] official. 

Ric: Get rid of that "-ism." 

Bob: So what do you substi¬ 
tute for it if there is no "- 
ism"? Is there a standard? 

Ric: Well, I think it just comes 
under the individual,. I mean 
it’s an individual responsibility. 
I think there are some — to 
make a big generalization — I 
think there’s something that a 
large percentage of people in 
organized society...who want 
to live together somewhat, kind 
of believe it’s right and 
wrong.. .if left up to themselves 
they could gauge it for them¬ 
selves. 

Bob: But they should be 
free to do it. 

Ric: Yeah. There’s really no 
public arena for that to be ar¬ 
ticulated... certainly not at the 
voting booth. "Oh you vote, dif¬ 
ferent parties, how radical." 



EF! RRR 

(Continued from page 9) 

Rotenone is a chemical which 
suffocates fish. The Govern¬ 
ment’s brilliant plan is to kill off 
all the Yellow Perch in this pond 
— because they are too small to 
attract recreational fisherpeo- 
ple —and then re-stock the lake 
with bigger and better (size is¬ 
n’t everything folks) trout and 
salmon from local hatcheries. 
The activists stopped the poi- 
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soning by floating onto the lake 
on an inflatable whale, shark 
and alligator. State Troopers 
(10) and DEC officials (more 
than 30) watched on. DEC 
would not dump their poison 
while humans were in the 
water. Thursday was the next 
scheduled dumping day so in 
the early morning two activists 
floated out on their rubber ma¬ 
rine creatures. This time they 
were arrested and taken to 
nearby Santa Clara for a trial in 
the Town Hall and Garage. 
They pled guilty and were fined 
$125 each for not complying 
with DEC signs. 

The Earth First! movement is 
alive and well in spite of it all. It 
has come out in court that the 
FBI infiltration in Arizona was 


focused on setting up one per¬ 
son who they perceived to be 
the leader. It has more than 
disrupted the lives of some 
dedicated activists, their fami¬ 
lies and community, but it has¬ 
n’t stopped the movement. 
The bombing of Judi Bari’s car 
was designed to stop the cam¬ 
paign for which she and Darryl 
Chemey were visible spokes- 
people, but it didn’t. The work 
for the ancient redwoods con¬ 
tinues, including the work 
within the logger community. 
The forces of domination can¬ 
not successfully undermine de¬ 
centralized movements. If EF! 
was a hierarchical organization 
perhaps it would have fallen 
apart by now. But, though 
shaken and a bit wiser (if not 
more paranoid), we are continu¬ 
ing. We have no choice. There is 
so much to lose and so little 
time. There are EF! actions hap¬ 
pening worldwide now and 
radical Earth activists every¬ 
where are digging in and fight¬ 
ing on. 

Next summer’s RRR will be in 
the San Juan mountains of 
Colorado. In the meantime 
there will be more organizing, 
agitating and successes in the 
name of bio-diversity, and with 
any luck we will all be around 
(and out of jail) to continue the 
fight and see the Earth thrive. 

For more info and a free copy 
of the "new" Earth First! Jour¬ 
nal which includes a list of local 
contacts: 


Earth First! Journal 
P.O.Box 5176 
Missoula, MT 59806 
406-728-8114 


Coup 

(Continued from page 7) 
tunistic incarnations of today’s 
"post-Communists." Commu¬ 
nist old-boy networks continue 
to abound in the USSR and East 
Europe, as do circles of every¬ 
thing from Party industrialists 
to intelligence agents, and 
Party bureaucrats remain en¬ 
trenched in positions of influ¬ 
ence and power in all social 
structures. 

Add to this the Chinese (con¬ 
trolling a third of the world’s 
people), North Korean, and Cu¬ 
ban stalinists; strong stalinist 
guerilla movements in Cambo¬ 
dia (Pol Pot), Peru (Shining 
Path), and the Philippines (New 
People’s Army); the hundreds 
of leninist parties throughout 
the west and "third world," and 
there is still much to contend 
with on the Communist front. 

No matter whether it’s a 
Communist spouting state-cen¬ 
tralization, or the market, or na¬ 
tionalism, or whatever, they all 
have one thing in common: 
authoritarianism. 

It’s important to be clear that 
the state despotism of Commu¬ 
nism is a distinct social system. 
It isn’t capitalism, and it cer¬ 
tainly isn’t communism/social¬ 
ism as originally defined. It is a 
particular form of state/eco¬ 
nomic control and must be 
noted as such by anarchists 
outside of the east, if we wish 
to have any relevancy to the 
east. It is a continuing disserv¬ 
ice —one that stinks of western 
chauvinism — for some western 
anarchists to rail against capital¬ 
ism and assume that that covers 
all oppressions. It doesn’t. 


There’s a certain parochial dis¬ 
missal going on when the east 
is summed up as "Just a vari¬ 
ation of our system" when the 
glaring totalitarian particulari¬ 
ties of Communism demand a 
critique unto itself. And ditto for 
"imperialism" used only in ref¬ 
erence to the west. 

To sum it up: It ain’t over till 
it’s over —and it ain’t over. An¬ 
archists correctly remain vigi¬ 
lant to the still marginal 
presence of nazism. We must do 
the same regarding Commu¬ 
nism, a by far more prevalent 
phenomeon. (Uh-huh, that’s a 
swipe at anarchists who think 
that working with leninists is 



okay since somehow the latter 
are "left.") 

Anarchists should be the 
best allies of oppositionists in 
the east struggling not only 
with western dominance, en¬ 
croaching capitalism, and the 
conservatism and creeping 
authoritarianism of their new 
regimes (restrictions on the 
press, abortions...) but also the 
threat of resurgent Commu¬ 
nism, with Party cadres in place 
to take advantage of worsening 
economic conditions. 


Interview 

Bob: I've been thinking —if 
you have these note books 
with these incidents that you 
saw and used in Slacker, if 
you’ve got more notebooks? 

Ric: Oh yeah, oh absolutely. 
There’s tons of material. Yeah, I 
kind of toss that off and just say 
"yeah it’s things that really 
happened," but a lot of it are my 
own thoughts and to distance 
myself from that I say yeah a lot 
of it I overheard or you know.. .1 
have some pretty fun ones. On 
paper anyway. Yeah one about 
a group of —I guess I was al¬ 
ways.. .fascinated by terrorism, 
it’s the lack of terrorism in the 
United States, like official ter¬ 
rorism. It’s kind of a different 
terrorism here that goes on all 
the time that just doesn’t get 
called terrorism. 

Bob: Official terrorism? 

Ric: Well, you know, like ter¬ 
rorist groups that do things that 
are pointedly against the gov¬ 
ernment and all that, you don’t 
really see much of that in the 
United States where you did in 
Europe and still do, and cer¬ 
tainly in the seventies. 

Bob: That sounds like an in¬ 
teresting movie. 

Ric: So I mean it’s a group of 
would-be US terrorists.. .typical 
terrorist profile: middle class 
white kid who’s pissed off at 
the world and has just 
enough...brains and stuff to 
kind of get it together, and 
knows how things work 
enough to kind of wedge in 
there and scare the shit out of 
some people for a while. I al¬ 
ways thought that would be 
fun. Actually it’s the 
whole...anarchist notion of the 
day of rage...day of action, day 
of rage...I think that would 
even be the title, Day of Rage. 


Dhoruba 

Threatened 

With 

Prison 

T he new york state 

COURT of Appeals has 
granted the New York 
County District Attorney the 
opportunity to appeal an order 
vacating the conviction of for¬ 
mer Black Panther Party leader 
Dhoruba Bin Wahad. Dhoruba 
was a target of the FBI’s COIN- 
TELPRO program, and was im¬ 
prisoned 20 years ago. In 
March, 1990 he was successful 
in showing that the state had 
withheld prior statements of 
their primary witness, which is 
illegal, and had the order 
against him vacated. Since he 
has been free, Dhoruba has 
toured to speak around North 
America, and has worked to 
publicize the existence of politi¬ 
cal prisoners within the US. 

Now the District Attorney 
will be appealing the order to 
vacate, hoping to send Dhoruba 
back to jail to serve a life sen¬ 
tence. The appeal will be ar¬ 
gued in Albany, NY on October 
9, 1991. 

For more information, write 
or call: 

The Campaign to Free 
Black Political Prisoners 
c/o Law Offices 
294 Atlantic Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
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BY JACYNTHE 

|inally! Am i really sitting 
Down, breathing, relax¬ 
ing!? The Youth Libera¬ 
tion Gathering is over and i’ve 
lived to tell about it. Organizing 
a gathering seems much more 
fun once it’s finished and you 
can put your mind and body on 
pause. "Where’s room 231?" 
"Where’s the bathroom?" 
"Why is the sky falling?" What 
do i look like, some kind of or¬ 
ganizer!? An estimated 200 to 
250 people came to torment the 
Ottawa region, from August 
9th to 12th to attend the Youth 
Liberation Gathering. The origi¬ 
nal idea for the gathering had 
been tossed around for a few 
months before the local organ¬ 
izers decided to announce the 
gathering in different fanzines 
and publications. We sent out 
a questionnaire to get input 
from various sources and loca¬ 
tions on what people wanted 
from a Youth Liberation Gather¬ 
ing, but unfortunately we re¬ 
ceived little feedback, so the 
structures for the gathering 
were decided without the out¬ 
side participation we would 
have liked to have. 

The Youth Liberation Gather¬ 
ing was not age-limited, as 
"youth" is a term with many 
definitions and different mean¬ 
ings for each individual. The 
main subject of youth liberation 
, although, applies itself to the 
legal side of the state’s oppres¬ 
sion of youth which determines 
that a person of a certain age is 
not capable of making their 
own decisions, that they are a 
"charge", a "property" belong¬ 
ing to a "guardian". It was no¬ 
ticed by many participants that 
there was not enough children 
present and that it was known 
that some folks actually left 
their children at home! On the 
other side of the coin, some peo¬ 
ple did not come because they 
felt they were too old! WHAT’S 
GOING ON?! What we need is 
everyone’s input! MORE KIDS! 
MORE CHILDREN! MORE AN¬ 
ARCHIST GRANDMAS AND 
GRANDPAS! (Children ARE the 
most anarchist of us all. 

There were many problems 
while organizing the gathering, 
mainly a serious lack of money 
and lodging spaces, and the 
last minute stress of loosing our 
main location two days before 
the gathering. Almost every¬ 
one seemed to enjoy them¬ 
selves and even learn a few 
things! The participants opin¬ 
ions on the gathering were var¬ 
ied and even contradictory, 
(anarchists disagreeing?!) from 
"it was great and well organ¬ 
ized" to "it was just a disorgan¬ 
ized exchange of beer and 
stories." 


The first night was a Friday 
night party night! Due to the 
lack of better space, over one 
hundred people packed into a 
local house for mingling and 
drinking and never enough 
disco dancing! Some 30 groovy 
individuals did boogie down to 
the Saturday Night Fever 
soundtrack and pull a few John 
Travolta moves! 

The Ottawa University cam¬ 
pus served as workshop and 
discussion spaces for Saturday 
and Monday, where there was 
confusion after more than half 
the workshops were canceled. 
The more motivated or less 
hung-over of us attended and 
participated in workshops such 
as Youth and Psychiatry, Hip- 
Hop Graffiti and Capitalism, 
Homebrewing and an Informa¬ 
tive discussion on JAMES BAY 
n. After the com dinner-fest 
everyone met at the gig locale 
to experience the sounds of two 
local and three out-of-town 
bands. The show was generally 
fun and friendly, but it wasn’t 


Paradise Found. There was an¬ 
ger and frustration after some 
drunk fools threw and broke 
bottles in the park behind the 
show locale. Why do these stu¬ 
pid maddening incidents hap¬ 
pen? Children play in parks and 
get hurt because of mindless 
actions like this. One mother 
remarked that "people should 
be more aware that children are 
around." People were also 
smoking and leaving their ciga¬ 
rette butts everywhere. Child 
awareness should be stressed 
everywhere, indoor and out¬ 
doors ! 

On Sunday,the day of the 
Lord, we finally received some 
happy weather for people to 
meet at LeBreton Flats for a pic¬ 
nic. After the tasty salad lunch, 
some people rolled and tum¬ 
bled down the grassy hills, 
some played soccer, some fell 
asleep under the trees, some 
participated in the communal 
mud bath after a short rainfall, 
and a small-scale chase\war 
broke out between members of 


enemy factions, the Goof Lib¬ 
eration Front and the Serious 
Salvation Front. A workshop 
on silkscreening and an infor¬ 
mative discussion given by a 
womyn from the IndianerKom- 
mune in West Germany were 
held that afternoon. The A.YE. 
folks tried to have a meeting to 
get some plans of action down, 
but this effort just proved once 
again that a lot of people can’t 
work efficiently at outdoor 
meetings. 

A new and positive aspect to 
this gathering was the 
QuebecoisXfrancophone pres¬ 
ence in Ottawa and how mostly 
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everyone tried to cooperate and 
work through the language bar¬ 
rier. There was only a few 
translators but their efforts 
were appreciated and they 
should be thanked again. 
Hopefully the 30 to 40 Quebec 
people that were present will 
help to establish more contacts 
with Quebec and better knowl¬ 
edge and understanding of the 
Quebec political situation. 
There was even talk of possibly 
starting a francophone\bilin- 
gual chapter of A.Y.F. in Mon¬ 
treal or Quebec City. 

The Sunday night dancerama 
at Le Club on the Quebec side 
of the river was amazing (free 
beer and drinking age 18) ex¬ 
cept for the neo-nazi skinhead 
problem. There had been a few 
minor confrontations during 
the weekend and that evening 
one of our fellow conference go¬ 
ers was beaten, so everyone as¬ 
sembled outside the club to 
discuss the situation and to 
possibly do an action, but of 
course a gathering could not be 
complete without the friendly 
police showing up! We were 
told to disperse and leave or 
else the paddy wagons would 
be called-in. This left a down¬ 
cast and frustrated atmosphere 
to the rest of the gathering. It is 
sad to see that it always takes 
so long for anarchists to organ¬ 
ize even when they agree on 
main principles. 

Everyone that helped before 
and during the gathering de¬ 
serve many thanks, you know 
who you are! Overall, the main 
disappointment was the fact 
that there was not enough poli¬ 
tics discussed relating directly 
to the legal and economical 
bondage of youth. Some can ar¬ 
gue that youth is a state of mind 
or an attitude, but your parents 
can’t lock you up in a mental 
institution when you're 
twenty-one! Even if a lot of 
conference-goers felt that noth¬ 
ing substantial was accom¬ 
plished by this gathering, i still 
feel that people should organ¬ 
ize gatherings and conferences 
for the sake of a gathering. 
When people gather they feel 
more unified. It gives us an op¬ 
portunity to further networking 
and oftentimes to reaffirm our 
values and beliefs. 


Pamphlet Series in the Works 

The babes of NYAYF have in- 


SEND US SHIT!!!! 


itiated a pamphlet series deal¬ 
ing with issues facing women.. 
Our idea is to create a free infor¬ 
mation-exchange circulation 
where we can swap stories, ex¬ 
periences and knowledge in or¬ 
der to more effectively evade 
lots of bullshit. The series will 
be a networking project, calling 
for submissions world-wide, 
and right now we’re trying to 
compile a contact list for bul- 
litens, updates, etc. Pamphlets 
will bear specific focuses, sug¬ 
gested topics being: wimmin 
political prisoners, alternative 
parenting, birth control, self- 
help gynecology, self-defence, 


wimmin in AIM [American In¬ 
dian Movement], abortion, etc. 
At the present moment we’re 
working with a group in the 
Bronx, members having pre¬ 
viously lived alone/with kids in 
the nyc shelter system. The 
group would like to receive sub¬ 
missions from other areas as 
well... 

For submissions, updates, 
info on the pamphlet please 
send SASE to: 

AYF bad-ass babes 
c/o Love & Rage PO Box 3 
Prince Street Station 
NY,NY10012 


Yo! to the hommies reading 
these words - We want submis¬ 
sions! You don’t even have to 
get up off your lazy asses to 
write us a letter chock full of 
your ideas, insights, comments, 
criticisms, poetry, articles, local 
news, art, graphics, used con¬ 
doms, or whatever you can 
come up with; but you do have 
to walk to the mail box! So do 
it! Send us shit so this page can 
be a collective effort of folk from 
all over the world instead of a 
few young fools in New York 


playing around with a com¬ 
puter. 

It would be especially groovy 
if the various other AYF chap¬ 
ters got involved with the page 
(like you said you would in Min¬ 
neapolis). And anyway, when 
we start to recieve tons of sub¬ 
missions, we (meaning various 
AYF chapters and supporters) 
can start putting together the 
world’s first, all-purpose AYF 
megazine! So don’t be scared, 
be smart and SEND US 
SHIT!!!!! 


What is AYF? 

The Anarchist Youth Federation is an in¬ 
ternational network of autonomous anarchist 
youth groups dedicated to totally fucking up 
this system, until it dies a horrible death (and 
we all live happily ever after). 

What is the AYF Page? 

The AYF page is a new, monthly feature 
bringing a much needed youth perspective to 
Love and Rage. We are also funny and sexy. 
All correspondence for this page should be 
sent to: 

NY-AYF PO Box 365 Canal 
St Station, NYC 10013-0365 

The AYF has tons of groups all over the 
universe. Due to the fact that we are making 
so much news at the moment, a complete 
listing could not be fit onto this page. For a 
Using of affiUate groups, and basic AYF info, 
send a stamp to the New York address. 
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In Defense of the Political Statement 


BY KEDZIE THROOP 
itching home to Quebec from the 
Anarchist Gathering ’89 in San 
Francisco, a pair of my wacky 
pals encountered an interesting fellow 
in a VW bus. He yarned at them about 
the great, rolling wave that had been the 
Sixties, at least until it had struck all the 
"uptight" people, and had broken and 
rolled back. "What a bummer," he la¬ 
mented. 

But he had survived all the harrowing 
years since. Oh, how, my friends asked, 
mostly to be polite. He had "liberated 
himself," he answered. Liberation, 
great, my friends agreed. Power to the 
people and all that. 

Eh? Maybe not. In conversation it 
came out that the VW driver had once 
been married, or perhaps still was, and 
had fathered a child. 

Oh ho! So, where’s wife and kids now? 
my pals wondered aloud. They’re back 
home, came the reply. Naturally, my 
friends wanted to know a little more 
about their driver’s idea of liberation. He 
started to get a little huffy. 

"Noo, noo, yew don’t understand. Be¬ 
ing at home, raising a child, that’s her 
trip," he explained. "Being out on the 
road, that’s my trip. See? We both have 
our own trips. See?" 

Maybe the pair from Quebec was too 
uptight to see. Anyway, they stopped 
being polite. It might be worth adding 
that they’re both women. 

WARNING! THIS IS A PARABLE! 

Ah, the Trippy Dude. For those of us 
who missed the 60s, he had Instant Ar¬ 
chetype written all over him. For some 
of us, he’s even a convincing stand-in for 
our parents. Or anyway our fathers. 
(Not mine; Mom and Dad voted for Nixon 
and drove an Oldsmobile.) 

The Trippy Dude may seem cut from 
the same foolish cloth as those movie 
and TV 60s-characters that our leaders, 
in their wisdom, bombard is with. 

Of course, anyone who bothers to re¬ 
volt against convention these days 
knows that there’s another history from 
those days that our leaders, with their 
survival-instinct, don’t make into pop 
images. 

During the 60s that the dude recalled 
so fondly, the contemporary women’s 
movement began fighting for certain 
ideas, like that society was "male-su¬ 
premacist. " According to radical femi¬ 
nists, that means that men had power 
over women. This society gave privi¬ 
leges to men that it didn’t give to 
women. 

Earlier, the Black Power movement 
had begun arguing a similar notion. Un¬ 
der "white supremacy," they said, ra¬ 
cism was more than just a bad attitude 
that people of different colors might 
have against each other. It was a social 
system. Whites benefitted. Blacks and 
other people of color were oppressed. 

"Power," "privilege," and "oppres¬ 
sion" also became buzzwords. 

In movies and TV sitcoms, the ideas 
they represented were ripped off and 
made fun of. Preachy, strident women 
bitched about having to "find them¬ 
selves." Brothers with foot-high ’fros 
brandished rifles and wanted to "off the 
pigs." And Dennis Hopper starred as the 
Trippy Dude. 

So the battles wore on. Many things 
got better, and now, in 1991, a lot of 
things have gotten a hell of a lot worse. 
I'll tell you one thing that’s so much more 
worse that it makes me want to cry. 

The whole society seems to have ac¬ 
quired a gargantuan immunity to those 
old fashioned terms and the ideas they 
represent. Still represent. Try to talk se¬ 
riously about them, and people yawn, 
change the channel, or give you one of 
those patronizing smiles. 

Even the Trippy Dude is immune. He’s 
not scabbing on the Little Lady and her 
kid. He’s just liberating himself. 

He’s kidding himself. The notion that 
he can fuck and run and call it liberation 
didn’t come from nowhere. It’s an ideol¬ 
ogy. It’s called male supremacy. 

So, yesterday was a bad day. I read the 
August 1991 Love and Rage. In an other¬ 
wise great article about how ageism 
was challenged at the "Governments 
Don’t Fall By Themselves" conference, 
Brent Blatant went off on the "sicken¬ 
ing."' "politically correct" political state¬ 


ment of Love and Rage. Brent was right. 
The ageism at the conference was real. 
When older folks interrupted younger 
people, that really happened. It wasn’t 
the young people’s imagination. When 
activists with years of experience car¬ 
ried on windy discussion with each 
other, repeated themselves and each 
other, and threw around fancy language 
like dried elephant dung, plenty of peo¬ 
ple really were forced out of the discus¬ 
sion. As Brent points out, the youth 
didn’t take it sitting down. In fact, they 
got up and walked out. They forced a 
confrontation and demanded changes. 
They got some. If anyone asks them (and 
anyone can by writing to the AYF ad¬ 
dress) they’ll surely say that the fight 
against ageism in Love and Rage is far 
from through. 


They organized. They wrote the youth 
portion of the political statement and 
presented it to the older folks: "This is 
what we think. Print it." 

The idea that young people are ig¬ 
nored, insulted, shoved around, told 
what’s best for them, and that it’s wrong 
didn’t come from nowhere. It’s an ideol¬ 
ogy. It’s called Youth Liberation. It’s 
called get the fuck out of our face, we’re 
smart enough to figure life out for our¬ 
selves. 

These days, "ideology" implies 
stodgy, oppressive dogma. But don’t be 
fooled by cheap imitations. That very 
notion itself is an ideology. Look close. 
It’s easy enough to see. 

Right wing academics are on a cam¬ 
paign against "PC" on campuses. A Left 
wing thought police is on the loose, they 
say. Watch what you say, they warn 
mockingly, because those militant femi¬ 
nists, or those militant gays, or those 
militant "minorities" will get you in 
trouble. We need academic freedom, 
they say. Sure, And the Trippy dude just 
needed to liberate himself. This is all the 
ideology of the oppressors, and it’s all 
fucking poisonous. Anyone with a lick of 
common sense can see that there’s 
plenty of freedom for those who have — 
here come the buzzwords —power and 
privilege. Those who have it want to 
hide it so they can keep it. 

They develop an ideology to do that, 
and they want to melt your brains with 
it. The youth at the "Governments don’t 
fall...." conference knew damn well 
what you do to oppression, and oppres¬ 
sors. You confront them head on. People 
who hold power don’t give it up. They 
are overthrown. 

HERE COMES THE PARABLE 

That’s what the Love and Rage Politi¬ 
cal Statement tries to say. It tries to give 
specific names to the oppression we ex¬ 
perience in this society. It says what 
we’re going to do to them. We're going 
to overthrow them. 

At the conference, some of those who 
opposed having a political statement at 


all said they found the current one 
wordy, "lefty," and elitist. Brent calls the 
whole process "uptight." 

That’s why I started this screed with 
the tale of the Trippy Dude. He’s no 
oppressed youth, and he’d probably find 
our political statement "uptight," too. So 
there was another demarcation that ran 
through the conference. It was not of 
age (that is privilege and oppression), 
but of ideology. There was a disagree¬ 
ment between people who think that it’s 
important to name power and oppres¬ 
sion specifically, and people who don’t. 

For readers who weren’t there, it’s 
worth pointing out that the exact age 
demarcation was unclear. I was one of 
the oldsters who needed their butts 
kicked. I’m 26. 


oppressions and challenge them isn’t 
elitist. It’s the right thing to do. We need 
to tise clear, honest names to describe 
oppression. We’ve inherited some good 
ones. We should use them. "Male Su¬ 
premacy" really means something. It 
means a man has the "freedom" to fire 
up a joint and hit the road without a care 
in the world. 

I wonder how many vacations "his" 
wife has had lately. I’m not for the kind 
of freedom that comes from stealing 
other people’s freedom! That’s why say¬ 
ing, "We’re all anarchists, we’re against 
all oppressions" doesn’t mean diddly. 
The Trippy dude probably says the same 
thing. 

For that matter, the campus conserva¬ 
tives say they’re for "freedom." Their 
wimpy liberal sidekicks throw out their 
arms and say "Freedom? One man’s 
freedom fighter is another man’s terror¬ 
ist." Ho Hum. As long as everything is 
muddy and words mean nothing, the 
people with power and privilege are 
cozy. 

Take me. I’m a kick-bootie revolution¬ 
ary. I’ve thrown cill my social privilege 
into the dust-bin of history, right? Yes, 
and I’m also going to be the first queer 
on Mars. I’ve penciled it in for next Tues¬ 
day. 

The fact is, I had to be told to shut up 
at our conference. I only remember inter¬ 
rupting somebody once, which is a com¬ 
mentary on my memory and nothing 
more. The woman I cut off and I are 
friends, but at that moment I wasn’t 
much of an ally against oppression, was 
I? 

With specific language to describe 
specific oppressions, revolutionaries can 
hold each other specifically accountable. 
Without it, the Trippy Dude, the campus 
creeps for conservatism, and I can cut 
out on our trips and call it freedom. 

The point is those battles over 
"power," "privilege," and "oppression" 
aren’t over. All the people whose privi¬ 
lege was in danger fought back with 
everything they had. Some of them be¬ 
came bank presidents and cut high-in¬ 
terest loans to the third world. Some of 


them took up writing sitcoms. Some of 
them hopped in their VWs and headed 
out for those Western skies. 

And some of us with privilege to de¬ 
fend were two years old or not even bom 
yet. We interrupt. We wear five-syllable 
words like masks. All of us get "uptight" 
when we’re called out. 

A SHITLOAD OF WORDS... 

That’s why naming power and op¬ 
pression specifically is so important. Op¬ 
pressors don’t get uptight over nothing. 
They get uptight when they feel threat¬ 
ened. They get uptight when a very 
bright flashlight is shined in the face of 
their invisible, taken-for-granted privi¬ 
leges. Such as "Shut up Kedzie, I’m talk¬ 
ing, and I’m on the speakers list and 
you’re not." The unmentioned but cru¬ 
cial follow-through sounds something 
like "Love and Rage is anti sexist. We 
reject the patriarchy and fight for the 
empowerment, liberation and self-de¬ 
termination of all wimmin. This includes 
unquestionable reproductive freedom 
and accessible wimmin-centered health 
care for all wimmin...." 

Political statements are only words, 
and ultimately words don’t change shit. 
If that’s what Brent means by calling our 
little statement uptight, he’s right again. 
We need action. Taking a casual look 
around, it’s clear we need way more 
action than we’ve got. 

But action doesn't come from no¬ 
where. As the youth at the Love and 
Rage conference showed, action to 
overthrow oppressors comes from the 
people on the bottom, the ones being 
oppressed. So far, despite our rad pos¬ 
ture and our best intentions, there aren’t 
too many "people on the bottom" in¬ 
volved in the Love and Rage Network. 

Right? Unless we’re talking about us- 
oppressing-each-other, which happens , 
we’re mostly not the people on the very 
bottom of this society. (I could be wrong 
about that. That conclusion comes from 
my ideology. If you disagree you’ve got 
a different ideology and we should de¬ 
bate this point in the newspaper.) 

So action doesn’t come from nowhere. 
It comes from awareness of oppression 
(ideology) and from awareness of who’s 
on your side, and who’s not. We need a 
political statement that tells which side 
we’re on. 

ONE MORE THING ABOUT ACTION 

What we’re up against can’t just be 
blown up. Our circle-A forebears have 
bombed tsars and shot presidents, and 
our planet is still dying, men are still 
raping women or leaving the childcare 
to them, and our oldsters are still lording 
it over our youth. 

We anarchists used to leave the ideol¬ 
ogy to the stuffy communists and they 
made a religion out of it. Their cult is 
dead, but the capitalists who are claim¬ 
ing victory aren’t a damn bit better. 
Their ideology is the very one commu¬ 
nism told us it was invented to replace. 

Is it our turn, or what? Are we going 
to stand up with some better ideas or 
what? 

Fighting for better ideas is action. 
Showing up wearing helmets to defend 
a clinic (or whatever, less silly example) 
is action. It expresses an idea: Rumbling 
with anti-choice geeks is better than 
picketing across the street. 

Saying Love and Rage is anti-racist, 
anti-sexist, and so on, and saying briefly 
what we mean by that, is action. It says 
that dedication to naming specific op¬ 
pressions and fighting them is better 
than being trippy. 

If we are "sickened" by our own ef¬ 
forts to do that, we have lost. If we buy 
the right-wing drivel that naming op¬ 
pression is "P.C.," we admit to the marx- 
ists and their capitalist opposite 
-numbers that we have nothing to offer. 

And when we do that, any "action" 
we. take is worthless. They’ll call us ni¬ 
hilists or something, and any "people on 
the bottom" we might otherwise have 
reached will have to agree. Our enemies 
will have the only ideology, because we 
won’t have one. 
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Revolutionary Anarchism: Part of The Left? 


by Wayne Price 
HOULD REVOLUTIONARY ANAR¬ 
CHISTS consider ourselves to be 
part of the broad left? On this 
question there are probably as many 
views as there are anarchists. One view 
was expressed by the longtime anar¬ 
chist and Wobbly, Sam Dolgoff, describ¬ 
ing the strategy which kept him going 
over a lifetime: "You always need a left. 
And within the left, you need a left. 
And within the left of the left you need 
a left. And in that left you need a left. 
And that left is me!" 

A more classical statement is by Peter 
Kropotkin, in his 1910 article "Anar¬ 
chism" : "As to their economical concep¬ 
tions, the anarchists, in common with all 
socialists, of whom they constitute the 
left wing, [oppose] ... capitalist produc¬ 
tion for the sake of profits...[emphasis 
added.]" Anarchism, the left of the left, 
the left wing of socialism? Many good 
anarchists disagree strongly. The left, 
they point out, does not want what we 
want. It is authoritarian, statist, pro¬ 
capitalist, racist and sexist. 

Which is mostly true. 

THE ORGANIZED LEFT 

In the main, the organized left is di¬ 
vided into reformist and revolutionary 
wings. The reformists range from the 
openly pro-capitalist liberals to the so¬ 
cial democrats (or "democratic social¬ 
ists") to the moderate Communists. 
They want to use the existing bureau¬ 
cratic-military state for improvements. 
They accept the capitalist economy but 
seek to moderate its worst effects by 
government regulation and government 
ownership of some industry. 

The reformists offer no alternative to 
the system which threatens to destroy 
all humanity with its wars and ecological 
suicide. Once, the reformists said that 
they would gradually lead to a socialist 
society, but there is no major social 
democratic party which still makes this 
claim. Today the European social demo¬ 
crats (and even most Communists) are 
not much different from liberal Demo¬ 
crats in the US. 

Alternately, the revolutionary left 
wants to smash the existing state. But 
most revolutionaries (Marxist-Leninist 
or nationalist) want to replace it with a 
new state a one-party dictatorship. 
They claim that this would be a good, 
benevolent dictatorship - the "dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat" or whatever. 
History says otherwise. Similarly, they 
intend to take away the wealth of the 
existing capitalists by nationalizing the 
whole economy. They call this "social¬ 
ism" but it is only state capitalism. The 
bureaucracy becomes a new capitalist 
class and the whole system bogs down 
in an inefficient totalitarianism. 

Right how Marxism-Leninism is being 
discredited as never before. And social 
democracy is dead as an idea, even if its 
European parties linger on. Therefore - 
many anarchists argue - why should we 
identify anarchism with the rotting 
corpse of the left? Why share in its de¬ 
served shame and disrepute? 

THE LEFT IS THE OPPOSITION 

These are powerful arguments. I 
agree with the main point, that it is im¬ 
portant for us to distinguish anarchism 
from liberalism and state socialism. But 
at the same time I believe that the suc¬ 
cess of the anarchist movement de¬ 
pends on our being the left of the left. 

The left is the opposition. Before it is 
defined into parties and programs, the 
broad left is the sum of those who stand 
against the exploitation of workers, the 
oppression of women, of Blacks and His- 
panics, of Gays, Lesbians and Bisexuals, 
and the waging of imperialist wars, the 
destruction of the environment, and the 
other evils this vile society creates. Un¬ 
ionists, feminists, Gay liberationists, 
Blackliberationists, ecologists, etc., etc., 
are the left in the broad sense. By and 
large, they see themselves, in the US, as 
"liberal" or "progressive." In the rest of 
the world, they are most likely to de¬ 
scribe themselves as " socialist." 

These popular struggles raise the pos¬ 
sibility of a different world, a world of 
freedom, peace, and equality. Unfortu¬ 
nately, but naturally, most of the rank 


and file members of broad movements of 
opposition are not yet revolutionary an¬ 
archists. They have illusions in the sys¬ 
tem, based on the lies taught them by 
the media and the schools, as well as on 
the distorting effects of their conditions 
of life (the various privileges and nar¬ 
rowness of differing social roles). 

The problem is not that people are 
"too leftist" but that they are not leftist 
enough - meaning that they are not op¬ 
positional enough, not revolutionary. 
The statist left organizations reflect the 
oppositional tendencies of the ranks but 
they also codify and concentrate the 
authoritarian illusions of the ranks into 
settled programs and specific leader¬ 
ships. 

The success or failure of the anarchist 
movement depends on our ability to be 
part of the broad left movement of oppo¬ 
sition. Where there are ordinary people 
fighting for decent child care or to organ¬ 
ize a union or to stop a neighborhood 
incinerator, there should be anarchists 
participating. It would be deadly if we 
stand off from popular struggles on the 
grounds that these are "leftist." (Of 
course this is a long-term goal; right now 
our numbers are few and people must 
choose among activities.) 

At the same time, we must not dis¬ 
solve ourselves into the movements, ex¬ 
pecting others to automatically 
("spontaneously") become anarchist 
revolutionaries. We have to fight for our 
point of view, in a non-sectarian fashion. 
Admitting that we do not have all the 
answers, we need to engage in open 
and honest dialogues, explaining where 
we disagree with statist programs, and 
seeking to learn from others. In particu¬ 
lar, we need to work with the most mili¬ 
tant people in the popular movements, 
those most dissatisfied with the status 
quo. We need to persuade them of an¬ 
archism and build and anarchist move¬ 
ment with them. The 

revolutionary-statist left groups will also 
be oriented toward the militants and will 
be in competition with us. 

THE ANARCHIST LEFT AND THE ANARCHIST RIGHT 

Some anarchists do not want to call 
themselves "left" because they are right 
wing. They oppose the state but are not 


in opposition to capitalism. This is 
clearly the case with the so-called liber¬ 
tarian right. Many people around the 
Libertarian party call themselves "anar¬ 
chists. " They oppose the state in order 
to have unregulated capitalism.No child 
labor laws, no anti-discrimination laws, 
no pollution laws. Private guards hired 
by those who can afford them. Such 
freedom (for the rich!) These "libertari¬ 
ans" are against the state but not 
against hierarchy and domination in all 
areas of life. 

Many others who are not close to 
the "libertarian" right are still am¬ 
biguous about capitalism. They op¬ 
pose the huge corporations and 
international semi-monopolies which 
dominate the economy, but they 
think that a society of small busi¬ 
nesses, competing in an unregulated 
market, could remain decentralized. 
This view is held by significant sec¬ 
tions of the mainstream Greens, for 
example. (This became apparent in 
vicious attacks on the Left Green 
Network.) They do not realize that 
it was exactly such a small-business 
capitalism which evolved into to¬ 
day’s centralized semi-monopolies. 


(There is also fascist "anarchism." In 
the US, fascism feeds off a twisted anti- 
statism. The Posse Comitatus, for ex¬ 
ample, opposes all government above 
the level of the county. I do not know if 
it considers itself "anarchist," but others 
have.) 

I want to use the terms "left" and 
"socialist" (anarchist-socialist, anti¬ 
authoritarian socialist, or whatever) be¬ 
cause I think that it is vital for 
revolutionary anarchists to distinguish 
ourselves from pro-capitalist tenden¬ 
cies. From its modern beginnings, most 
of the anarchist movement has seen it¬ 
self as socialist. The history of socialism 
cannot be written without an account of 
anarchist-socialists: Proudhon, Bakunin, 
Kropotkin, the anarcho-communists, the 
anarcho-syndicalists, the Wobblies, and 
so on. They called themselves "libertar¬ 
ian socialists." 

By socialism, the meant a cooperative 
economy, controlled socially, from the 
bottom-up, by the workers and consum¬ 
ers - and opposition to capitalism, pro¬ 
duction for profit, wage slavery, and the 
market, as well as opposition to state 
capitalism. 

I do not see how there could be a 
non-hierarchical society without some 
sort of decentralized socialism (which 
does not rule out some use of the mar¬ 
ket, if local communities choose.) The 
old anarchists were right on this point 
(even though I do not think they have all 
the answers for today.) 

ANARCHIST THEORY 

Some of the anti-left, anti socialist 
rhetoric of anarchists is based on an 
unwillingness to study the history of an¬ 
archism - more generally on a contempt 
for theory and a feeling that we already 
know everything we need to know. 

But while the anarchist movement 
has had great successes and led mass 
movements, it has lost again and again. 
We lost in the Russian Revolution and 
the Mexican Revolution and in the Span¬ 
ish Revolution. The Wobblies and Latin 
American syndicalists were destroyed. 
In the Sixties radicals began calling for 
"participatory democracy" and ended 
by calling for Mao and Ho Chi Minh. 

Many people conclude that anarchism 
must lose to the statist left, because nice 


guys finish last." I refuse to believe 
this. But if this dismal history is not 
to be repeated, we will have to study 
theory, including the strengths and 
weaknesses of various schools of an¬ 
archism and of various Marxist theo¬ 
ries (especially Marx’s analysis of 
capitalism) along with other theories 
(feminism, ecology, etc.). How does 
our social system work? What kind 
of society do we want to build? What 
kind of strategy should we follow? 
This may be "leftist," but it is neces¬ 
sary if we are to win. 

Some agree with me but would 
rather not call themselves socialists 
because socialism has become a bad 
word. Yet anarchism is also a "bad 
word" to most. And people will not 
be fooled; if they hear us advocate a 
cooperative, non-capitalist economy, 
they will say, "But isn’t that social¬ 
ism?" Better to start with the truth, 
and argue from there. 

THE ATTACK ON THE LEFT 

The crisis of the authoritarian left is a 
great opportunity for anarchism. For 
the first time in over 50 years, Leninism 


is discredited and anarchists have a real 
chance to be heard. That is the positive 
side of the crisis. 

But there is a negative side. The right 
wing is in the saddle. They are using the 
collapse of Soviet Union to discredit all 
movements of opposition. Article after 
article in the media tells us the lesson of 
the Soviet Union: that the struggle for 
"utopia" leads only to totalitarianism; it 
is best to give up idealism and vision, 
they say; best to accept the "reality" of 
capitalism. 

Make no mistake, they are using the 
collapse of the Russian empire as a stick 
to beat the whole left, that is, to attack 
any opposition, any radical program. We 
anarchists will not escape this attack by 
saying that it does riot concern us, since 
we, after all, are not leftists. Any defeat 
of popular movements, any increase in 
political conservativism, hurts us - hurts 
us especially. But we are especially able 
to fight against the right. 

For revolutionary anarchists are the 
most consistent, principled, thorough 
opponents of the state, of capitalism, 
and of all forms of dominations. We will 
stand with anyone who fights against 
oppression. Others may accept the ugly 
"reality" of an apparently triumphant 
capitalist state, but we do not. We are 
the extreme, revolutionary, left of the 
left. 


Coordinating 

Group 

Meeting! 

New York City 
The Weekend 
of November 
9th and 10th 

T HE COORDINATING GROUP 
is the body elected by the 
annual conference to make 
decisions between conferences. It 
works in conjunction with the Net¬ 
work Council - a group, made up of 
delegates from local groups (any 
local group with a genuine interest 
in the project may attend in what¬ 
ever numbers they want, but each 
group will be allotted only two vot¬ 
ing delegates) - which meets at 
least once between conferences. 

Frequently the Production Group 
in New York has to make decisions 
that are clearly political - whether 
to run an article or not, what to put 
on the cover, publishing the issue 
early or late to coincide with a par¬ 
ticular political event, printing an 
extra-large issue, skipping an is¬ 
sue, etc. When these decisions 
have to get made, the PG calls the 
CG to get their advice and broaden 
the number of points of view and 
ideas that go into important deci¬ 
sions. In addition, the CG makes 
decisions about anything that 
needs fast action between confer¬ 
ences - endorsements, special fo¬ 
cuses, campaigns, etc. The CG is 
made up of 10 people from all over 
the place, and the Facilitator and 
Co-Facilitator, for a total of 12 mem¬ 
bers. 

So, everyone in the Love and 
Rage Network is welcome to come 
to CG meetings. Come and voice 
your opinion. Come and agree to 
take on responsibilities for moving 
the project forward. Come and find 
out what the CG does, and how. 

Call the office at (212) 925 7966 for 
more information. 

Also, space and resources are very 
limited -if you are going to come, 
please, please call ahead or there 
might not be anywhere for you to 
sleep. 
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On Goqol Boulevard 


Bulgarian Anarchist Federation 

Calling all anarchists! 

The Bulgarian Anarchist Federation has developed a 
circle of translators to reproduce their texts into Eng¬ 
lish, Italian, Spanish and French, and to translate for¬ 
eign texts into Bulgarian. So get in touch and send your 
materials! 

M Gantcho Lazarov Damianov 
Makariopolski No 7 
Kazanlak 61000 
BULGARIA 


NEWS FROM HUNGARY 

A NON-VIOLENT MEETING AGAINST MILITARY 
enlistment and alternative service was held on Febru¬ 
ary 22 together with the "Dawn Circle," a conscien¬ 
tious objectors’ group. About 80-100 people were 
present. The meeting was broken up by police who 
arrested 5-10 people. 

On February 1 a handful of members of the Budapest 
Anarchist Group demonstrated in front of the Soviet 
Embassy against the violence in the Baltic states. 

The first issue of our anarchist newspaper came out 
in February and all 1,000 copes sold quickly. 

On March 6 our open meeting was a great success, 
thanks to being announced in our newspaper. About 
30 new people came, and there was a good debate and 
a lot of discussion. Some "guests" offered their solu¬ 
tions to specific current problems in Hungary, but our 
group insisted that these "recipes" come only from 
political parties and that people instead have to think 
about organizing their own lives. 

We stressed the importance of self-organization, in¬ 
volvement and personal responsibility, and also the 
value of collective decision making for communities 
that live together. In the end we had the impression 
that quite a lot of people agreed, but others seemed a 
bit dissatisfied with this. 

On March 6 our group announced a series of meet¬ 
ings principally to study and discuss different theoreti¬ 
cal arguments that were emerging. On the whole 7-25 
people participated in these meetings, which dealt 
with the following subjects: Group Organization; Work; 
Prejudice and Racism; Hierarchy; Order and Chaos; 
Anarchism and Feminism; Social Classes; Work and 
One’s Right to Leisure Time; World Leaders; Multina¬ 
tional Corporations and Banks; Economics in a Self-Or¬ 
ganized Society; The Ideas of Proudhon; and 
Subculture. 

The second issue of our newspaper came out in 
March. There were 1,500 copies. 

On April 5 we had a public meeting on the Kronstadt 
Rebellion on its 70th anniversary. [In the USSR in 1921 
an anti-authoritarian uprising took place in Kronstadt. 
It was violently crushed by Trotsky]. About 50 people 
were present and there were 4 contacts made. The 
main point of the discussion was the role and the actual 
situation of @ in Hungarian society today. 

The group was critical of the apparent contradiction 
between @ theory and everyday practice. In reality, 
one of our main problems seems to be our inability to 
apply theory to practice; our main disadvantage is the 
absence of local people at our meetings. 

In Hungary today, people are understanding more 
and more that western democratic systems are hypo¬ 
critical and consequently, after the fall of Communism, 
they are looking for new ideals, something substan¬ 
tially different. In this profoundly delicate moment, 
everyone knows that ideological and political systems 
seem to have become bankrupt in the public opinion. 

For this reason, we maintain that it is extremely 
important that we publish our newspaper, spread @ 
ideas and participate in social debate. We would also 
like to sustain and help, if possible, all the new social 
initiatives which show signs of self-organization, in the 
sense of reinforcing the elements of @ thinking that are 
present in the minds of many people. 

Agnes and Janos 
Budapest Anarchist Group 
1399 Budapest, Pf. 701/900 
Hungary 

(translated from Umanita Nova by Mary from Black 
Cat Collective) 


Soviet Anarchism 

Reporting on modern anarchism in the 

USSR has mostly concentrated on either the " Systema " 
("hippie"/Rainbow milieu) wing, represented for in¬ 
stance by Moscow’s Free Initiative, or the syndicalist 
wing represented by the Confederation of Anarcho- 
Syndicalists (KAS). The KAS as of February ’91 had 160 
groups and its Obshchina (Community) publication a 
print run of tens of 1000’s. KAS was the major anarchist 
player. 

Now we find that there are many other anarchist 
groups in the USSR, groups that say they are dissatis¬ 


fied with KAS because of its concentration on labor 
organizing, and also Moscow KAS’s continued connec¬ 
tion with the Komsomol Communist Party youth group. 
A few of KAS’s founders are ex-Komsomol organizers 
and it’s said that Komsomal has aided KAS with prem¬ 
ises and so on. 

OGB/NYC - Neither East nor West takes no sides in 
this factionalism - it’s important to inform readers of 
Soviet anarchists concerns and we will continue to 
support all Soviet anarchist currents. We welcome 
KAS’s response to criticisms of it. 

The following materials are from Information Bulletin 
SMOT (Free Interprofessional Union of Working People 
- a Soviet labor group). The 1st selection is from issue 
#1, the rest issue #3. We strongly suggest getting #3 
as it has a lot on USSR anarchism. (See "OGB Recom¬ 
mended Reading" this page) 

The Alliance of Anarchist Movements Formed 

November i to 9, 1990 , Russians repre- 

SENTATIVES from 11 Soviet cities (including Moscow, 
Leningrad, Kharkov, Gorky, Saratov) met at the ADA 
Conference (Alliance of Anarchist Movements) in 
Kazan’. They discussed setting up a joint news agency 
and newspaper called Pramoje Dejstvije ("Direct Ac¬ 
tion"), and they analyzed the problems of anarchists 
today and their relations with the KAS, as well as 
fundamental theoretical topics such as violence, how 
to undermine State consciousness, Utopianism, mystic 
anarchism (i.e., anarchism in arts, an idea bom at the 
beginning of the century). After the KAS refused to get 
involved in "Direct Action", 9 of its members (from 
different cities) left the Confederation. The conference 
then decided to set up "Direct Action" as a newspaper, 
and a news agency called ADA-inform; they issued a 
joint declaration addressing the KAS group in Moscow 
and calling it " a dead outgrowth in the party structure 
of totalitarianism", they recognized the government’s 
"500-Day Programme" as a plan for establishing an 
economic dictatorship over the country; and they 
agreed to hold their next conference in Gorky (Nizhny 
Novgorod) in April 1991. 

Anarchism in the Soviet Union 

Anarchists in the soviet union today are 

becoming more and more visible, not only because of 
the colour of their flags in demonstrations, but also 
because of one of their distinctive characteristics - 
confusion. This of course is the result of their complete 
separation from other anarchist movements in the rest 
of the world, thanks to the "iron curtain", and of their 
enormous difficulties in keeping direct contacts with 
the West. Although it is true that contacts abroad have 
recently become slightly easier to maintain, the per¬ 
plexity of Western "leftists "is still just as great as it has 
always been. 

Today, a variety of different anarchist groups are 
literally blossoming in the Soviet Union, organizing 
strike pickets, concerts and demonstrations. However, 
shortly after they have been set up, new-born groups 
all too often begin to split up, change their name, etc. 
which makes it difficult to understand what is happen¬ 
ing and where all this is supposed to lead. 

Anarchism in the : Soviet Union is very different from 
anarchism in the rest of the world, not only because the 
Soviet Union is a vast, totalitarian country, but also 
because some Soviet anarchist groups clearly incorpo¬ 
rate "marxist" elements in their declarations (such as 
participating in the elections to Parliament), thus try¬ 
ing to make the most convenient synthesis for them¬ 
selves, but often forgetting about anarchist principles 
altogether. 

Until 1988 there were no openly active anarchist 
groups in the Soviet Union. 1989...was...the year when, 
at last, the first anarchist groups appeared : KAS 
groups (Confederation of Anarcho- Syndicalists), ASS A 
groups (Free Anarcho-Trade Unionist Association),and 
AKRS groups (Anarcho-Communist Revolutionary Un¬ 
ion). A few other small groups were also set up, but 
they did not openly declare any anarchist programme of 
their own, they often broke up and set themselves more 
"reasonable" goals, such as legal reforms etc. (for ex. 
the "Solidamost" group in Kaliningrad (Konigsberg), 
the "Non-PhilosophicalCircle" in Kirov, the "Sozidanije" 
group in Alma-Ata). 

Letter From the Soviet Union 

Hello Alexander! [chukaev, editor of in¬ 
formation BULLETIN SMOT] 

We were very much surprised by your letter. We 
thought that KAS- KOR (the KAS’s information agency) 
provided the West with all the news available on the 
anarchist movement in the Soviet Union. Your letter 
seems to indicate that the West has but a poor insight 
into what is going on and where in the Soviet Union. 

What really happened was this: until the second 
Congress of the KAS, almost all anarchist organizations 
were KAS members, except the AKRS (AKRS groups in 
Dniepropetrovsk, Petrograd and Bajkalsk were KAS 
members, but not the groups in Tula and Moscow). 
During the second Congress an amendment was 
brought to the Agreement, stipulating that only anar- 


cho-trade unionist organizations could accede to the 
KAS. Subsequently representatives from 8 cities withdrew, 
and decided to set up a more general anarchist movement. 
They made a first attempt in Leningrad, but failed after 
several people were arrested during the meeting. They tried 
a second time in July 1990 in Bakalov, on the occasion of the 
anarchists’ and Green party’s demonstration against the 
nuclear plant in the Saratov district. That was when the 
establishment of the ADA [the Alliance of Anarchist Move¬ 
ments] movement was proclaimed. The ADA held its first 
congress on November 7-8,1990. 

.. .The KAS is also active: in July 1990 they tried (unsuccess¬ 
fully) to set up a trade-union called Soprotivlenije ("Resis¬ 
tance"). Obshchina magazine is still being published, and 
has now reached an output of 10 thousand copies per issue. 
It is true, however, that it comes out fairly rarely, ie. once in 
2 or 3 months. KAS-KOR also publishes a weekly paper. Mr. 
R. A. Isajev and A. Shershukov talk about the workers' move¬ 
ment every week on "Radio Russia" and "Voice of America". 

There are also regional unions of anarchists: the Confed¬ 
eration of Ukrainian Anarchists (KAU), which unites both 
members and non-members of the KAS, and the Trans-Urals 
Confederation of Anarcho-Trade-Unionists. The KAU pub¬ 
lishes a newspaper called Chiomaja Subbota ("Black Satur¬ 
day") in Zaporozhye. Unfortunately, the KAU group in 
Kharkov, the biggest in the Ukraine, is currently going 
through a crisis, and has stopped publishing its newspaper, 
Nabat. The KAU group in Kiev and the KAS have increased 
in numbers. The Trans-Urals organization publishes a very 
good newspaper called Golos Truda ("Voice of the Workers"). 

And finally, in Moscow, the now former AKRS has set up 
the Union of Moscow Anarchists. The AKRS broke up when 
its leader in Leningrad, Mr. Dmitrij Zhvanij, decided to be¬ 
come a Trotskyist and to organize the R.P.J. (Revolutionary 
Proletarian Units). [Ed.’s note: the AKRS is in fact still active, 
only it has a new leader, Mr. Shchepotov, in Leningrad.] 

The Union of Moscow Anarchists is a member of the ADA 
and mainly does street actions. 

—Apart from the Moscow Organization of the KAS and the 
Union of Moscow Anarchists, other groups in Moscow in¬ 
clude: 

—the AROM (the Union of Young Radical Anarchists) [now 
the Young Anarchists Front —Oleg (Kay) Kokotov, Moscow 
123480, Ul. Gerojev Panfilovstev Dom 3 Korp 1KV 59, Tel: 495 
1340] which is neither a member of the KAS, nor of the ADA, 
and gathers young, anarchist-minded hippies and punks 
(Autonomists). Their actions are mainly direct and pacifistic 
(for example, resisting against enrolment in the army). 

— And, finally, our own group, the Initiative of Revolution¬ 
ary Anarchists (IREAN), which gathers former KAS members 
who left the organization because of their disagreement with 
the market-economy, libertarian model of society supported 
by the KAS, and because of the increasingly authoritarian and 
centralist bureaucratic tendencies of the Moscow Organiza¬ 
tion of the KAS. We are anti-marketists... 

There is also the Black Front, which gathers the IREAN, 
the AROM, and the Anarcho-Socialist Revolutionary 
group. Since some AROM members declared that they 
were not radically leftist, and since the Anarcho-SRs did 
not like the black flag, we had to think of another name 
for the organization. The name of "League of Federal¬ 
ists" was finally agreed upon; this is the name of the 
organization in which Kropotkin tried to unite the Anar¬ 
chists, the Maximalist-SRs and the Leftist SRs in 1918. 

We consider ourselves to be further to the left than the 
KAS, and even more so from the ASSA group in Petrograd, 
as far as our choice of a model for society is concerned; on 
the spiritual scale, we place ourselves to the left of the 
religious tolstoyist anarchists and the bio-cosmists. 

With anarchist regards, and all the best, 

Dmitrij Kostenko 
IREAN Moscow 105215 
9 aya Parkovayant 
Korp 55 KV 60 USSR 


OGB Recommended Reading 

Information Bulletin SMOT #3 

This is a 31 pager published by alexandr 

CHUKAEV, the foreign representative of the Soviet 
Free Interprofessional Union of Working People 
(SMOT).It contains a chronology of major events in the 
USSR, SMOT and other labor documents, a lengthy 
section on anarchists in the USSR, a Green platform, and 
more. 

In the US it’s available from the Workers Solidarity 
Alliance for $1.50 (postage and photocopying):WSA, 
339 Lafayette St. #202, NYC 10012 US. Otherwise a 4 
issue sub is 60ff($12) France. 70ff($14) Europe, 
100ff($20) everywhere else, from Alexandr Chukaev, 
Librairie LML (SMOT), 145 rue Amelot, 75001 Paris, 
France. 

East European News #3 

SIXTY PAGES FILLED WITH NEWS OF ANARCHIST 
and labor organizing in the east, eastern ecology prob¬ 
lems, a Soviet Confederation of Anarcho-Syndicalists 
document condemning the Gulf War, plenty of Soviet 
strike news, and soviet labor and syndicalist bulletins, 
plus more. SI for a single issue, $4 quarterly from 
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Ano 2 Numero 8 


octubre de 1991 


500 ANOS DE SIFILIZACION, 



RACISMO, EXPLOTACION Y 

REPRESION 


por Gustavo Rodriguez 
ste 12 de octubre se cum- 
plio un aniversario mas 
del presunto "Descu- 
brimiento de America." La 
celebracion de tan fatidica 
fecha por parte de la Iglesia 
Catolica y de las demas estruc- 
turas de Poder, era de esper- 
arse. Esto, solo nos dio una 
medida de lo que planean para 
el proximo ano con el cacareado 

V Centenario,Iglesia y Go- 
bierno alrededor del mundo. 

En medio del "Nuevo Orden 
Mundial," la reafirmacion de la 
" superioridad de la raza 
blanca," del evangelio y de la 
historia escrita por lo triun- 
fadores (ayer, con la espada y la 
cruz, hoy con la cruz y los "pa¬ 
triots") se hace muy saludable 
para los nuevos (?) amos y es 
por eso que la oportunidad del 

V Centenario se les presenta 
unica. 

Los eternos manipuladores 
de los medios de comunicacion, 


han asumido su rol desde tem- 
prano y han puesto en practica 
un sin numero de estrtegias que 
intentan asegurar el exito de 
esta nefasta celebracion. Por su 
parte, la Iglesia Catolica y su 
ejercito de vagos y vividores con 
el Papa a la cabeza, pretenden 
presentarla "celebracion" delV 
Centenario como la con- 
memoracion de la llegada de "la 
luz del Evangelio a tierras 
americanas." El maximo lider 
vaticano, ha lanzado cinica- 
mente, con tal motivo, el lema 
de: "America Latina, el conti- 
nente de la esperanza." Por 
otro lado, el resto del "estab¬ 
lishment," nos presenta el 
hecho dentro de una enorme 
gama de connotaciones que van 
desde la celebracion del" descu- 
brimiento," la celebracion de la 
conquista, y la celebracion de la 
" civilizacion," hasta el (un poco 
mas recatado) denominado: 
"Encuentro entre dos culturas." 


Pero, indiscutiblemente la re¬ 
alidad es otra. Si algo tenemos 
que celebrar, es la dignidad de 
los pueblos nativoamericanos a 
traves de estos 500 anos de re- 
sistencia. Si de algo debemos 
enorgullecernos es del coraje y 
de la rebeldia de nuestros 
pueblos durante estos 5 siglos 
de lucha contra la esclavitud, la 
explotacion, la cristianizacion 
forzada, el racismo, el hambre y 
la miseria. 

El 12 de octubre de 1992, 
debe quedar en la Historia de la 
humanidad, como el dla que se 
reivindico la historia. El 12 de 
octubre ha de ser declarado 
DIA INTERNACIONAL DE 
LUTO. Las lacerantes con- 
secuencias del susodicho "des- 
cubrimiento" y de la conquista 
fueron el genocidio en masas y 
el exterminio de las culturas 
americanas, el robo y el saqueo 
de sus recursos, la esclavitud y 
las enfermedades. 


No podemos admitir que se 
distorcione la historia, ni que se 
nos acalle con discursos dema- 
gogos que nos tildan de resen- 
tidos rencorosos, tratando de 
hundir toda este barbarie y todo 
este horror en un pasado que 
fue y ya no es, intentando enter- 
rarlo en el olvido, como si se 
tratara de perdonar los errores 
de ayer y no de la amarga reali¬ 
dad de la America de hoy. 

Es indiscutible que el subde- 
sarrollo y el atraso de America 
Latina son consecuencias direc- 
tas del "descubrimiento" y de 
la colonizacion. La America 
Latina de hoy , la que carga so- 
bre sus espaldas una deuda ex¬ 
terna que sobre pasa los 400 mil 
millones de dolares (deuda con- 
traida por sus gobemantes para 
disfrutar comodamente de sus 
mandatos) y con tasas de in- 
teres criminales que reducen a 
los pueblos deudores a la mise¬ 
ria, teniendo que pagarlas (sin 


haberlas disfrutado) al precio 
de hambre, analfabetismo, en¬ 
fermedades y mortalidad; la 
America Latina de hoy , la que 
dia a dia es inescrupu- 
losamente saqueada por las 
grandes empresas transnacion- 
ales, como antano por sus colo- 
nizadores, la America Latina de 
hoy, donde cada ano muere un 
millon de ninos victimas del 
hambre o de enfermedades cur¬ 
able s como la gastroenteritis o 
la tifoidea; la America Latina de 
hoy, donde son desvastados los 
bosques de las selvas del Brasil, 
de Gutamala, de Uruguay y 
Paraguay, destruyendo el habi- 
tad ecologico y la alimentacion 
natural de los pueblos indige- 
nas, esta America Latina no 
tiene el menor de los motivos 
para celebrar estos 500 anos de 
miseria, racismo, explotacion, 
represion, hambre y barbarie. 









































































































JUNTOS: HACIA UNA 


Por Christopher Day 
ste es el segrindo de una 
serie de artlculos en 
relacion a la organizacion 
anarquista. En el primer 
artlculo yo argument aba al- 
gunos de los problemas politi¬ 
cos que involucran la cuestion 
de esta organizacion. 

A la vez pienso que seria pre¬ 
mature lanzar una organizacion 
nacional o continental en este 
momento. No creo que lo que 


Amor y Rabia es realizado por la Red 
Amor y Rabia, un grupo de gente lo 
cuales estcLn de acuerdo en linea general 
con la Declaracion Politica de Amor y 
Rabia y contribuyen con su tiempo. din- 
ero y energia a Amor y Rabia. Las deci- 
siones mayores y la politica general se 
determinan cuando los simpatizantes se 
reunan para una conferencia una vez al 
ano aproxiraadamente. Las decisiones 
interinas, menos importantes (de acu¬ 
erdo con la decisiones de la Conferencia) 
las toma un Concejo de la Red de gente 
de varios regiones que se reunan por lo 
menos una vez medinte las conferen- 
cias. Cualquier grupo con interes ver- 
dadero en el proyecto pueden mandar 
dos delegados a los reuniones del Con¬ 
cejo del Red. Decisiones que faltan ac- 
cidn mas rapido (de acuerdo con las 
decisiones de la confrencia y el Concejo 
de la Red) las toma un Grupo de Coordi¬ 
nation electado. El Grupo de Coordi¬ 
nacidn consultan por telefono, por correo 
y pueden reunarse. Decisiones cotidi- 
anas las hace el residente del Grupo de 
Produccidn en la ciudad de Nueva York, 
donde se publica el periodico. En al- 
gunos ciudades y regiones, simpatezan- 
tes de Amor y Rabia se han organizado 
para cooperar en el apoyo al periodico a 
nivel local y algunas veces parti cipan en 
la red a traves de su grupo o collectivo. 
Otros simpatizantes militan solos. 

La mayoria de de los colaboradoras 
de Amor y Rabia estan activos en esfuer- 
zos por cambiar el mundo, ademas de 
publicar Amor y Rabia. Los simpitantes 
estan involucrados en un amplio rango 
de grupos locales, en varios tipos de 
publicaciones, en redes que atienden 
asunto especificos y en organizacio- 
nesque militan nacional y intemacional- 
mente y muchas veces inscriban sobre 
sus actividades en Amor y Rabia. La Red 
Amor y Rabia no es un circulo cerrado de 
amigos. Si estas de acuerdo en general 
con la Declaracion Politica y estas con- 
forme a comprometer tu tiempo, energia 
o dinero en nuestro esfuerzo comiin, 
puedes convertirte en parte de la red y 
participar ampliamente en el proceso de 
tomar las decisiones. Pidele mas informa- 
cion a la persona que te vendid o te obse- 
quid tu copia del periddico.o escribe a: 

Amor y Rabia 
Box 3, Prince Street Station 
New York, NY 10012 
(212) 925 7966 


Grupo da Coordinacidn 
Audrey, Minneapolis, MN 
Brent, Dayton, OH 
Brian, Wllllamstown, MA 
Dan, Brooklyn, NY 
Gustavo, Miami, FL 
Jacynthe, Hull, Quebec 
Johnnie, Atlanta, GA 
Kieran, Minneapolis, MN 
Laurie, Chicago, IL 
Liz, Boston, MA 

Matt, Facilitator, New York, NY 
Isa, Co-Facilitator, Brooklyn, NY 

Grupo de Produccidn: 

Wendy, Rachel, Matt, Lisa, Gwendo- 
lin, Gene, Derna, Dan, Dave, Isa, Jane, 
Chris, Christopher, Chris, Bob, Ashlsy, 
Ed, Isa, Holly, Jesse 

Traductores: 

Alvaro, Gustavo, Nina, Eugenio 

Tratamos de publicar para la 
segunda semana de cada mes, asi que 
pidemos que sumisiones estan en la ofe- 
cina para la primera semana de cada 
mes. Tratamos de mandar por correo los 
periodicos para la tercera fin de semana 
de cada mes aunque no es siempre posi- 
ble porque no tenemos el dinero. Si en- 
cuentras dificultades recibiendo el 
periddico por favor llama la ofecina. 

Aviso Aburrido 

Escucha. Articulos, cartas, Notas de 
Revolta, y otras cosas publicadas en 
Amor y Rabia no necesariamente repre- 
sentan los opiniones o los puntos de 
vista del Grupo de Produccidn, Grupo de 
Coordinacidn, Concejo de la Red, Confer¬ 
encia o cualquier persona que toma 
parte en la Red Amor y Rabia. Impre- 
samos una variedad de articulos por una 
variedad de razones, encluyendo articu¬ 
los que no estamos de acuerdo con, 
porque creemos que son interesantes o 
provacativos.^O .K. ? 


discutamos seriamente involu¬ 
cre un programa inmediato. 
Articulosfuturos, hablaran so¬ 
bre algunas cuestiones especi- 
ficas y temas concretos que 
estan involucrados en la con¬ 
struccion de pollticas hacia los 
colectivos anarquistas, lo cual 
yo creo, quees necesario para la 
generacion, y de las interrogan- 
tes que se planteen se forjara 
este nuevo intento anarquista. 

HACIA UNA ESTRATEGIA 

Necesitamos una estrategia. 
Anarquistas, han ido articu- 
lando una magnifica critica a 
varias de las instituciones auto- 
ritarias de nuestra sociedad. 
Pero no hemos hecho lo sufi- 
ciente para articular una coher- 



ente estrategia para derrotar 
esas instituciones y crear una 
autentica sociedad libertaria. 

El proyecto de construccion 
de una Red de activistas anar¬ 
quistas que coordinaria mas al¬ 
tos niveles de actividad, es 
esencialmente una modesta es¬ 
trategia. Una estrategia para 
atraer abastantes comparieros, 
quienes ya estan comprometi- 
dos en las distintas acciones 
colectivas, esperanzados que a 
ralz de este proceso podamos 
generar una mas global y coher- 
ente propuesta, basados en el 
desarrollo del anallsis colectivo 
de esta sociedad queremos for- 
jar. 

. Las actividades especlficas 
que blanteamos en este articulo 
resultaran bastante familiares: 
edicion literaria, conferencias 
yreuniones. La organizacion de 
manifestaciones, el desarrol- 
lode un programa de accion, 
etc. No hay nada particular- 
mente "anarquista" en tales ac¬ 
tividades, excepto por el hecho 
que estos producen las ideas y 
practicas anarquistas. Todo 
relacionado, mas las ac¬ 
tividades similar es constituyen 
la vida politica de un 
movimiento. Naturalmente, 
eso no es suficiente. Un 
movimiento, particularmente 
que se proclame forjador de un 
trabejo hacia una autentica y 
antiautoritaria comunidad hu- 
mana debe tener mucho mas 
queuna "vida politica". Este 
tiene que ofrecer una propuesta 
o alternativa social, espiritual y 
cultural. 

Pero lo que esas comunes ac¬ 
tividades van construyendo 
son; los cimientos para una es¬ 
trategia. Una estrategia es una 
vision global de como podemos 
llegar desde donde estamos, a 
donde queremos. Es correcto y 
positivo decir" los trabajadores 
necesitan apoderarse de sus 
centros laborales y formar sus 
propias organizaciones de tra- 
bajadores" que "necesitan 
parar el fomento de la violencia 
contra la mujer en los Medios de 
Communicacion". Pero esto es 
realmente un discurso inUtil, si 
tu no posees una propuesta de 
forma queunode nosotros (o los 
500) logremos tal objetivo. Una 
estrategia es como una pro¬ 
puesta. Una estrategia plan- 
tea; "Debemos hacer esto si 
queremos lograr tal cosa " . Una 
estrategia es un intento de unir 
la realidad del presente con la 
posibilidad del futuro. Una es¬ 
trategia, toma en concideracion 


ambas realidades que nosotros 
podemos hacer que sucedan, y 
que si estan en condiciones de 
hacerse correctamente ahora, 
se creaaran una serie de pasos 
previos. 

Una estrategia no es grabada 
en una piedra para siempre. El 
anarquismo, como un cuerpo 
vivo de teoria y practica debe 
siempre revaluarse a si mismo. 
Una estrategia anarquista tam- 
bien tiene que estar revaluan- 
dose a cada paso en el camino. 
Discutiendo las actividades 
practicas envueltas en la con¬ 
struccion de una coalicion. Es 
una forma de buscar lo que ac¬ 
tual mente estamos dispuesto a 
hacer y lo que proyectamos en 
el futuro mas cercano. 

El proceso de construir una 
red suscitaria todo tipo de inter- 
rogantes acerca de la natu- 
raleza de esta sociedad y que 
significara para una revolucion 
anarquista. En la construccion 
de una red tendremos que re- 
laqcionar prioridades. Somos 
un pequeno grupo de con- 
parieros con recursos muy limi- 
tados. Escoger en destinar 
esos recursos en una direccion 
particular, hacia un movimiento 
social enparticular o para 
apoyar unproyecto especifico, 
donde no dirigirlos. ^Donde 
estaran nuestros recursos me- 
jor dirigidos? ^Ala larga que 
grupos en la sociedad tienen 
mayores ymenores potenciales 
revolucionarios? ^Quien esta 
en la direccion correcta? 
^Quienes de nosotros esta en 
condicion para alcanzarlo? 
<j,Cual es la composicion (en ter- 
minos de raza, clase, genero, 
edad, identidad sexual, etc) de 



nuestros grupos? ^De que 
manera les afectara lo que ha- 
gamos? 


Construir una red nos permi- 
tira discutir esas interrogantes 
en tanto como ellos se acoplen 
a nuestras actividades diarias, 
pero tambien nos permitira con- 
tinuar trabajandojuntos cuando 
no llegasemos a acuerdos. Un 
grupo de gente puede abogar 
por una orientacionhacia el 
movimiento obrero, al mismo ti¬ 
empo otro obogara por la con¬ 
struccion de un Movimiento 
Negro de liberacion, como foco 
principal. Presumiblemente, 
tendrlan que existir muchas 
mas posiciones. 

Construir una red es una 
forma de reconocer la importan- 
cia de esas problematicas, pero 
tambien reconocer que todavla 
no tenemos la claridad como 
movimiento para encaminarnos 
en una sola direccion. 

Esto no quiere decir que mo- 
chos de los anarquistas, me in- 
cluyo a mi mismo, no tengamos 
opiniones solidas acerca de cual 
seria la orientacion que el 
movimiento deberia tener, pero 
por lo mismo es preferible que 
si no hay suficiente unidad en- 
tre nosotros, ninguna ambi- 
ciosa estrategia en la practica. 

PREPARACIoN Y CONCIENCIA 
REVOLUCIONARIA 

Para formar una coherente 
estrategia necesitamos tam¬ 
bien hablar acerca de nuestra 
vision de la Revolucion. Que no 
es algo que en esta serie de 
articulos intentarla hacer de 


ningun tipo de enfoque totali- 
zante. Pero podemos hacer una 
revision rapida de comolos 
Movimientos sociales pueden 
converger en un alzamiento, en 
una situacion revolucionaria. 

Una situacion revolucionaria 
existe cuando el orden es- 
tablecido esta siendo 
despedazado por sus propias 
contradicciones y cuando las 
masas del pueblo poseen sus 
propias organizaciones que 
pueden potencialmente reem- 
plazar el orden existente. Una 
revolucion ocurrira cuandola 
mayoria de la humanidad, tanto 
tiempo, objeto de las intrigas 
politicas, comienzen a ser 
autoestionarios y tomen control 
de la sociedad. 

Revoluciones y situaciones 
revolucionarias no caen simple- 
mente desde el cielo. Ellas son 
producto de la conjuncion de 
acontecimientos especificos. 
Estas requieren de una inter- 
vencion consciente de aquellos 
quienes queremos una revolu¬ 
cion en circunstancias que 
estenmas alia del control 
comun del pueblo. El pueblo a 
la vez ha tenido que aguantar 
cada forma de agresion a lo 
largo de siglos. Donde existe 
agresion habra de seguro al- 
guna forma de resistencia. 
Pero resistencia no es rev,olu- 
cion real solo sera posible 
cuando el pueblo pueda dar un 
salto desde esa resistencia a su 
agresion a entender su propia 
capacidad para rehacer esta so¬ 
ciedad. Si estar toda la gran 
mayoria del pueblo bajo condi¬ 
ciones normales de diaria 
opresion y explotacion, la 
revolucion tendria que aber 
sido hace mucho tiempo atras. 
La mayoria del pueblo solo se 
hace receptiva a la posibilidad 
de un cambio revolucionario 
bajo extraordinarias condicio¬ 
nes. Cuando, "Esten las cosas 
dadas". 

Para muchos los dramaticos 
acontecimientos de esta re- 
ciente era (guerras, crisis 
economicas, desastres ecologi- 
cos, etc.) Parecen simplemente 
estar mas alia de su control. El 
pueblo siente su carencia de po- 
der en la escena de estos acon¬ 
tecimientos. Cuando el pueblo 
pueda derrotar ese sentimiento 
de desproteccion y generar su 
propia capacidad para actuar y 
cambiar el mundo, ellos estaran 
tomando los primeros pasos ha¬ 
cia la construccion de un auten- 
tico Movimiento Revolucionario. 

MOVIMIENTOS SOCIALES Y REVOLUCION 

El recogter los acontecimien¬ 
tos del cataclismo a escala mun- 
dial para estremecer la 
consciencia de todo el mundo, 
no significa que tengamos que 
esperar por esos acontecimien¬ 
tos para construir un 
Movimiento Revolucionario. 
Cada dla en cada comunidad 
existen hechos que estremecen 
la consciencia del pueblo, 
radica Lisandolas y haciendolas 
mas receptivas al analisis 
revolucionario. 

En los tiempos en que no ex¬ 
isten crisis revolucionaria. La 
principal orientacion por la cual 
'el pueblo forjara su poder colec¬ 
tivo, popular y su capacidad 
para tomar el control de sus 
propias vidas sera atravez de 
varios movimientos sociales: 
Movimientos ecologistas, 
movimientos de liberacion de la 
Mujer, movimientos negros de 
liberacion, etc. Lo importante 
es articular una critica de las 
inherentes limitaciones de cada 
Movimiento de sus posibles 
desviaciones autoritarieas. 
Pero es de vital importancia re¬ 


conocer que significa en las 
vidas de muchos de los mili- 
tantes; ellos estan presentes en 
el instante en que el pueblo 
rompe con el Estada u orden y 
comienzan a formularse las for¬ 
mas para llevar a cabo los cam- 
bios. 

Es cierto que la mayoria del 
pueblo no esta envuelto direc- 
tamente en nigun movimiento. 
Y hayt mucha gente que desde 
afuera de esos movimientos 
jamas podra llegar a conclusio- 
nes revolucionarias en torno al 
mundo en que ellos mismos 
viven. Pero somos un pequeno 
movimiento, nosotros sabemos 
el tipo de recursos para atraer 
tanta gente como nosotros 
queramos. 

En los movimientos sociales 
encontramos la mas altas con- 
centraciones de gente, quienes 
estan abiertas a nuestros plan- 
teamientos, es alii donde nece¬ 
sitamos dirigir la mayor parte 
de recursos. Esto no significa 
que no le prestemos importan¬ 
cia a aquellos que no participan 
directamente en esos 
movimientos. Pero creo que de- 
beriamos entender que tales 
esfuerzos son menos probables 
para ser llevados a la practica 
en mucha gente nueva y que 
dada nuestra pequeria militan- 
cia, trayendo nuevos com- 
parieros, el camino se nos 
facilitara y nos permitira con¬ 
struir una fuerza anarquista 
revolucionaria en la sociedad 
que buscamos. 

LA AUT0N0MIA DE LOS MOVIMIENTOS 
SOCIALES 

Cuando me refiero a 
Movimientos cosiales, estoy re- 
firiendome a una muy amplia 
categoria. Estoy consciente- 
mente evitando direccionarla a 
una especifica inter-relacion en- 
tre las luchas de clases, de las 
razas, nacinalidad, edad, identi¬ 
dad, etc. Yo principalmente me 
opongo a tratar de subordinar 
todas esas luchas a una sola, 
diciendo "Que toda domi¬ 
nacion tiene su origen en el pa- 
triarcado". Creo que tales 
formulaciones son general- 
mente formas de evitar la com- 
pleja naturaleza de la 



dominacion en su concepto mas 
general. Eso no quiere decir 
que todas las formas de 
opresion son iguales, o que al¬ 
gunas formas no sean dependi- 
entes de otras, completamente. 
Pero no podemos decir que re- 
duciremos este concepto global 
de dominacion a algun tipo de 
" contradiction fundamental". 

Mientras el proyecto de 
atraer juntos al mayor conti- 
gente revolucionario y antiau- 
toritario es esencial, nosotros 
tambien necesitamos estar con- 
scientes de el valor de los 
movimientos sociales y sus 
propios derechos. Mientras 
varias organizaciones que 
pueden tener una poderosisima 
funcion dentro de la sociedad, 
lo importante es recordar qaue 
los movimientos sociales son 
tambien expresiones de resis¬ 
tencia y en particular con ras- 
gos de la sociedad autoritaria. 
Cada movimiento social tiene 
sus propios y legltimos acuer¬ 
dos que tratar, demandas que 
tienen que ser incluidas en 
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cualquier programa anarquista, 
pero que son articulados funda- 
mentalmente con claridad 
desde el interior del contexto de 
las luchas autonomomas o lo¬ 
cales. 

Una autentica revolucion an- 
tiautoritaria tiene que derrotar 
una muy extensa red de relacio- 
nes sociales autoritarias: el pa- 
triarcado, la supremacia blanca, 
el capitalismo, el poder del 
Estado, etc. Para cumplir con 
cada uno de los vastos pro- 
gramas, sera necesario unir los 
diversos movimientos sociales, 
sin subordinar su autonomia a 
alguna vision elitista de esta 
"revolucion". 

Entendiendo la relacidn entre 
los diversos grupos sociales y el 
programa anarquista revolu- 
cionario y como tambien vemos 
muestras actividades. Existe 
una concepcion popular de la 
organizatividad y agitacion 
anarquista. Tal como "ir direc- 
tamente a la gente”, que yo 
creo que debe ser visto en 
forma muy critica. 

Si concideramos que en tiem- 
pos donde no existe crisis 
revolucionaria, solo una minoria 
del pueblo esta abierta a las 
ideas revolucionarias. Eso nos 
muestra un compromiso en de- 
sarrollar una practica que este 
dirigida a las especificas inquie¬ 
tudes de esta minoria. En par¬ 
ticular necesitamos con centrar 
la discusion hacia las diversas 
interrogantes que confrontan 
los movimientos sociales. Ne¬ 
cesitamos estar conscientes de 
cuales son los elementos que el 
debate se provee, y que necesi¬ 
tamos para articular las posicio- 
nes anarquistas sobre esas 
problematicas. Necesitamos 
tambien tomar consciencia de 
los niveles de unidad que 
crearemos, como las diversas 
demandas atravez de las diver¬ 
sas actividades. 

COMO CONSTRUIR UNA RED 

Varios de los movimientos so¬ 
ciales en que participamos, 
tienen sus propias formas de 
organizacion. Algunas seran 
mejores que otras. Pero en nin- 
guna de ellas esta prob- 
ablemente definida la 
formacion anarquista revolu¬ 
cionaria. A la vez que traba- 
jaremos en esos movimientos 
donde necesitaremos estar con- 
struyendo nuestra propia or¬ 
ganizacion. La red o Frente 
unira activistas de diversos sec- 
tores. Esto nos proevera de los 
sentidos para evaluar lo que es- 
tamos haciendo. Comparar 
nuestra actividad con la de 
otros comparieros. Aprender 
de otras experiencias y trazar 
conclusiones generales acerca 
las distintas dinamicas y de sus 
respectivas potencialidades. 

La existencia de tal red es 
vital si esperamos atraer mueva 
gente al movimiento anar¬ 
quista. La red es algo que 
tenemos que ofrecer. Aquello 
que no es cornu de adquirir en 
un movimiento social es- 
peclfico: las experiencias y 
planteamientos del pueblo; ese 
movimiento que simpatiza con 
sus aspiraciones. Pero que ve 
la necesidad al mismo tiempo 
de algo mas amplio y radical. 
Construir tal red envuelve un 
numero de actividades determi- 
nadas. Eso es lo que abarca el 
resto de este articulo. 

EL ROL DEL PERIODIC*) 

"Amor y Rabia" fue creado 
para ser una herramienta or- 
ganizativa, ayudar a los activis¬ 
tas anarquistas a construir 
grupos locales y mejorar la com- 
municacion entre grupos exis- 
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tentes. El costo es demasiado 
caro. 

Hay obviamente muchos 
puntos por mejorar. Pero la re¬ 
alidad radica; teniendo una 
fuente de imformacion con- 
stante y puntual. Siendo esen- 
cial para construir cualquier 
tipo de organizacion, mas alia 
del nivel local de organizacion. 
Un periodico es un debate con¬ 
stant e. Una reunion o marcha 
cuando no existe nada mas, 
cuando estas aislado en una 
pequena ciudad, cuando estas 
forzado a la inactividad. Ya sea 
por la escuela o el trabajo. 
cuando la situacion polltica no 
es la mejor. 


distincion entra el proyecto y 
aquellos anarquistas que por 
ejemplo no tienen como priori- 
dad el tema de la discriminacion 
racial; no pretenden hacer un 
analisis competo de lo que es la 
liberacion de la raza negra haci¬ 
endo foco en lograr lo que en 
definitivas es el final o la conclu¬ 
sion de nuestra lucha. Dicho 
analisis seria una parte esencial 
de una polltica anarquista y 
genuinamente revolucionaria 
de Norte Amerca. Inclusive, se¬ 
ria adelantarse un poco a los 
hechos el hacer de este analisis 
un punto de unidad a sabiendas 
de que somos unos cuantos los 
que tenemos practica en el 


turas acciones y determinacio- 
nes conjuntas. 

En determinadas circunstan- 
cias nos gustaria organizar 
nuestras propias acciones. Los 
Dias de Determinacion durante 
los encuentroa anarquistas re- 
alizados en Chicago, Minneap- 
polis, Toronto y San Francisco (a 
pesar de que estuvieron reple- 
tos de errores que son de esper- 
arse de un movimiento que 
recien esta resurgiendo) prov- 
eyeron a cientos de jovenes 
anarquistas de experiencias 
valiosisimas durante las accio¬ 
nes de determinacion militante 
llevadas a cabo en las calles. 

Los grupos anarquistas que 



Un periodico es esencial en la 
construccion de una coalicion. 
Si una sola persona puede llevar 
unos cuantos numeros y salir a 
repartirlos en un mitin, siendo 
ayudado por otros comparieros. 
Un grupo determinado puede 
reportar una accion y escribirlo 
para las paginas del periodico. 
Y generar contactos con grupos 
interesados alradedor del 
mundo. Una subcripcion de un 
periodico anarquista es fre- 
cuentemente el primer paso ha¬ 
cia un compromiso mas serio. 
Un periodico que ponga en con- 
tacto a la gente con un mas am¬ 
plio espectro de actividades, 
como tarea siguiente. El 
periodico tambien juega un pa- 
pel de vital importancia en el 
desarrollo de la conciencia 
polltica de una red Lo que con- 
vierte en un foco entra las dif- 
erentes visiones que se 
contienden. Un espacio donde 
las complejas ideas pueden ser 
discutidas y publicadas ante la 
presencia de miles, en- 
tregando, y llevando este de¬ 
bate al seno de sus propias 
organizaciones. Atravez de 
este proceso el periodico 
comienza a articular una per- 
spectiva revolucionaria anar¬ 
quista sobre las importantes 
problematicas del dla. 

ALIANZA 

La posicion polltica del 
periodico "AMOR Y RABIA" se 
inclina hacia una amplia polltica 
de unidad, hacia un com¬ 
promiso de principios esencia- 
les tales como la eliminacion del 
Estado del capitalismo, del ra- 
cismo, de la discriminacion del 
Estado del capitalismo, del ra- 
cismo, de la discriminacion sex¬ 
ual, etc. Todos estos factores 
son suficientes como para par- 
ticipar en el proyecto. La posi¬ 
cion del periodico hace una 


1 

asunto. Las paginas del 
periodico son presisamente el 
lugar apropiado para que no- 
sotros podamos empezar a ez- 
poner y discutir dicho tipo de 
analisis. Finalmente, el 
periodico es esencial para pro¬ 
mover las diferentes ac¬ 
tividades, tales como 
conferencias, presentaciones, 
etc, necesarias para desarrollar 
una alianza entre los diferentes 
grupos. 

PROCEDIMIENTOS, ACCIONES Y 
CONTINGENTES 

Ademas de comunicamos los 
unos con los otros, por escrito o 
en persona, necesitamos traba- 
jar juntos. Las protestas y las 
demostraciones en las calles, 
nos dan la oportunidad de am- 
pliar nuestra vision, obtener ex- 
periencia y desarrollar la 
confianza entre nosotros 
cuando participamos en 
grandes luchas sociales. El or¬ 
ganizar grupos anarquistas que 
nos representen en las protes¬ 
tas y demostraciones a nivel na- 
cional llevadas a cabo por otras 
entidades o fuerzas, nos per- 
miten llegar a una mayor canti- 
dad de personas que las que 
podriamos alcanzar solo a 
traves de nuestros propios es- 
fuerzos. El contingente anar¬ 
quista contra el Pentagono en 
1988 y el reciente "Bloque Ne¬ 
gro" en la marcha del 26 de en- 
ero a Washington, son un buen 
ejemplo del valor de dichos es- 
fuerzos. 

El organizar contingentes 
no solo nos permite reunir a 
muchos comparieros anar¬ 
quistas de diferentes comu- 
nidades, sino que tambien 
nos permite participar juntos 
en la calles y obtener una ex¬ 
perience comun la cual 
podemos aprovechar y 
analizar como bases para fu¬ 


se presentan en las grandes de¬ 
mostraciones pueden comen- 
zar por si mismos a hacer mas 
agresiva la misma o pueden 
escoger ser la parte mas no- 
toria en una manifestacion 
menos militante. Podemos 
participar en acciones direc- 
tas o simplemente demos- 
trar que estamos 
preparados para ello. Estas 
son decisiones que re- 
quieren tacto y que se de- 
ben basar en las 


condicionesbajolascualesno- 

sotrosperamos. 

CONFERENCES, ENCUENTROS Y REUNIONES 

Las manifestaciones en las 
calles son importantes para el 
desarrollo de nuestra capaci- 
dad de coordinar acciones. Sin 
embargo es mas importante 
que nosotros desarrollemos no 
solo nuestra politica de analisis, 
sino tambien el entendimiento 
del mundo en que vivimos y la 
forma en que podemos actuar 
para poder transformarlo. 

Esto significa tambien todo 
un proceso colectivo. Puede 
darse el caso de que cada uno 
de nosotros tenga su propio cri- 
terio o analisis para cualquier 
numero de preguntas. Pero di¬ 
cho criterio se convierte en un 
fuerza por si solo, tan pronto 
como se vaya desarrollando en 
conjunto, mas personas se 
vayan uniendo, lo vayan cor- 
rigiendo, y lo vayan superando 
segun sea necesario. Un 
periodico es un valioso foro para 
diferentes puntos de vista, pero 
no sustituye lo que es la dis¬ 
cusion a fondo, cara a cara. 

Las conferencias, juntas y re- 
uniones a menudo si se organi- 
zan con un proposito especifico 
en mente. Cuando se tiene que 
hacer decisiones que involu- 
cran personas de un numero 
diferente de localidades, se or- 
ganiza una reunion para Ijacer 
estas dicisiones. Sin embargo, 
algo mas esta sucediendo du¬ 
rante el proceso de discusion en 
las reuniones y en los debates 
informales que se llevan a cabo 
en los descansos, en los pasil- 
los, o afuera en el cesped, se 
esta discutiendo y desarrol¬ 
lando la politica colectiva de la 
alianza. 

Las reuniones por lo general 
tienen una agenda bien organi- 
zada (directa). Las conferencias 
pueden hacer una combinacion 
de reuniones para la toma de de¬ 
cisiones, ’caucases’, y talleres 
educativos. Casi no ha habido 
ninguna toma de decisiones du¬ 
rante los encuentros; mas bien ha 
habido ’socialization’. Todas es¬ 
tas formas diferentes son ap- 
ropiadas en distintas 
circunstancias. 

Actualmente, ’Amor y Rabia’ 
esta planificando y organiz- 
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JUNTOS... 


(Continua de pagina 3) 

ando una conferencia para este 
verano en Minneapolis (del 29 
de junio al 1° de julio). En esta 
conferencia no solo se tomaran 
decisiones importantes con re- 
specto al futuro del periodico, a 
la direccion futura de Amor y 
Rabia, sino que tambien se ofre- 
cera una oportunidad para que 
se construya en una forma mas 
amplia la alianza de los activis- 
tas revolucionarios anarquistas. 
Habra talleres educativos sobre 
varios temas tales como: solari- 
dad para con las carceles , el 
golfo Persico, etc. Esto 
proveera una oportunidad para 
la discusion cara a cara de la 
politica anarquista . Habra dis- 
cusiones sobre cambios que se 
han propuesto respecto a la es- 
tructura de la toma de deciaio- 
nes del periodico Amor y Rabia. 

Tambien habra otro tipo de 
conferencias, reuniones y en- 
cuentros. Es importante que 
participemos en el mayor 
numero que podamos de estas 
actividades de manera que po¬ 
damos construir y abrir las lin- 
eas de comunicacion, bases 
estas, de la organizacion futura. 

ORADORES Y GIRAS DE AGITACION 

El asistir a conferencias se 
puede convertir facilmente en 
gastos prohibitivos. Es por eso 
que., sin embargo, la comunica¬ 
cion de persona a personan que 
se lleva a cabo durante las mis- 
mas necisita involcrar el mayor 
numero de personas posible 
para que la red sea verdadera- 
mente democratica y paticipa- 
tiva. Ademas se tiene que hacer 
siempre el esfuerzo de involu- 
crar en la red a todos aquellos 
activistas anarquistas que por 
una u otra razon han perman- 
ecido aislados hasta la fecha; 
esto, sin duda alguna signifi- 
carla marcher adelante. No se 
puede eesperar que un 
movimiento cresca sin entrar en 
contacto con la gente en las 
calles y organizadores. Durante 
sus primeros arios, el IWW, tuvo 
organizadores tiempo completo 
que se dedicaron a construir y 
formar filiares en distintas ci- 
udades y pueblos a traves del 
continente. En loos ahos se- 
senta los SDS (Estudiantes Pro- 
Sociedad Democratica) icieron 


lo mismo enciando a organi¬ 
zadores de Universidad en Uni- 
versidad ayudando a establecer 
’CHAPTERS’ y a organizar 
manifesttaciones y conferen¬ 
cias. Ub orador informal o un 
organizador que viaje de una ci- 
udad a otra, inmediatamente 
puede informar a muchas gen- 
tes de lo que esta pasando en 
otras partes. 

Un orador puede ser 
cualquiera de nosotros que este 
seriamente envuelto en esta in- 
cuestionable lucha y llegue a 
ser importante agittador. Eso 
no quiere decir que tenga que 
ser alquien famoso siempre y 
cuando su mensaje sea rele- 
vante. La "gira de agitacion’ 
puede cubrir solo unas pocas 
ciudades. Los grupos locales 
pueden organizer acciones 
publicas de apoyo o simple- 
mente el comparierto dialoguar 
con el publico. Si Bien sea mod- 
esto o ambicioso, el proposito es 
el mismo: poner al pueblo en 
contacto con las luchas que se 
van dando en diferentes comu- 
nidades y alii hacia la formacion 
de la alianza. La 'gira de agi¬ 
tacion’ es la forma para que los 
grupos locales se generen por si 
mismos. El orador de afueras 
de la cuidad es un buen camino 
para atraer nuevo gente o hasta 
a un grupo. 

El proposito de organizar es¬ 
tas relaciondo con la construc- 
cidn de estga alianza. El 
organizador de giras va de ci- 
udad en ciudad dialogando con 
activistas anarquistas, partici- 
pando en las experiencias de 
otros grupos, ayundando en los 
grupos que recien se inician, 
ayudando a la gente a escribir 
para el periodico encontrando 
nueva gente de manerta que lo 
distribuya, movilizando gente 
para realizer conferencias o 
manifestaciones, etc. El organi¬ 
zador de giras puede ir a ciegas 
sin ningun contacto y encontrar 
de repente el camino de la 
musica alternativa, o bien 
puede visitar las universidades 
para tratar de establecer con- 
tactos. 

Mas que nada el organizador 
necesita un conocimiento de la 
diversidad de situaciones que 
existen en las diiferrentes ci¬ 
udades y pueblos; necesita con- 
vencerse de los anarquistas 
estan aqui y alia y que la tarea 


es encontrarlos; necesita en- 
tender que construir una red in- 
volucra una serie de intentos 
fallidos, pero que cualquier con¬ 
tacto le da unb punto de partido 
para encontrar otra. 

Un organizador de giras de 
agitacion tiempo completo, ne- 
cesito apoyo economico. Un 
grupo local con un numero con¬ 
siderable de miembros puede 
enviar a uno de sus mas forma- 
dos y experimentados mili- 
tantes una de estas giras, por 
una o dos semanas, awgitando, 
gestando mitines y estableci- 
endo contacttos cada dia en una 
ciudad diferente en un estado o 
area determinada. No necearia- 
mente tiene que ser totalmente 
financiado, un viaje tan largo, 
por donaciones, la gasolina, la 
alimentation y la estadia podria 
ser un apoyo facilitado por los 
grupos de las distintas ciudades 
visitadas. 

ESTRUCTURAS BASICAS 

Infinidad de actividades y ac¬ 
ciones directas etan ocurriendo 
a uno otro nivel. AMOR Y RA¬ 
BIA y alguna que otra publica¬ 
tion son las que cubren todas 
estas acciones y actividades 
anarquistas en toda Norte 
America, en la mayoria de los 
casos reportadas por sus 
propias protagonistas. Exios- 
ten conferencias y reuniones 
todo el tiempo. La Alianza de 
Solidaridad de los Trabadores 
(WSA) mantiere conferencias 
anuales, La Juventud Verde 
tiene al menos dos conferencias 
al aho. AMOR Y RABIA tendra 
su cibferebcua annual este ver¬ 
ano. Contingentes anarquistas 
fueron organizados, en 1988 la 
accion directa contrta el Pen- 
tagono, en 1989 la marcha por el 
Derecho a Escojer, en 1990 la 
accion directa contra Wall 
Street, el 26 de enero la Marcha 
a Wasshington contra la guerra 
en la Golfo Persico. 

Antterior al Encuentro Anar¬ 
quista de 1989, dos activistas se 
tomaron todo un mes buscando 
apoyo para lograr materializar 
lo que entonces era el proyecto 
Amor y Rabia. 

Para que todo esto c ontinue, 
y muchas otras cosas sucedan, 
se hacce necesario la existencia 
de una red; pero debemos setr 
mas ambiciosos en la construc¬ 
tion de la misma. Necesitamos 
organizer giras de agitacion 
para promovert la labor que ac- 
tualmente realiza la Cruz Negra 
Anarquista (ABC), las acciones 
de los companeros de Accion 
Anti-Racista, el trabajo de la or¬ 


ganizacion "Ni el Este, ni el 
Oeste" y otros tantos comites y 
organizaciones dedicadas a dif¬ 
erentes areas de lucha que de¬ 
bemos dar a conocer. 
Necesitamos poner a nuestros 
organizadores y agitadores en 
las giras de trabajo todo el ti¬ 
empo. 

Existe un creciaente numero 
de personas que ven la import- 
tancia que tiene trabajar para la 
creaccion de una red. Tambien 
entendemos que dtodo esto 
genera una demanda muy por 
encima de los recurque posee- 
mos por lo que debemos crear 
esttructuras concretas y resolu- 
tivas que nos permitan estable¬ 
cer un orden de priordades y 
hacer mas planes a largo plazo. 

Tendremos un largo camino 
que recorrer en la construction 
de muestra red cuando cientos 
de personas se unan a este es¬ 
fuerzo y podamos lograr realizer 
actividades y acciones conjun- 
tas en las que estemos de acu- 
erdo, como porf ejemplo, en 
publicar un numero especial de 
un periodico dirigido a los estu- 
dianbtes de Secundaria Basica 
en septiembre, construir un 
Contingente Anarquista para 
una manifestation en octubre, 
activar la solidaridad con los 
presos politicos mediante una 
gira de discursos y conferencia 
en noviembre, organizar distin¬ 
tas acciones radicales ecologist- 
sen diferentes ciudades a lo 
largo y ancho de NOrte America 
en diciembre, promover charlas 
y conferencia educacionales so¬ 
bre el anti-racismo en enero y 
terer un organizador en gira 
todo el tiempo que sea necesa¬ 
rio. Ninguna de estas cosas 
estan mas alia de nuestra capi- 
dad, por lo que no vemos porque 
no se puedan materializar. 
Planeando con anticipation po- 
dremos llever todos estos 
proyectos adelante. Traba- 
jando unidos podremos con¬ 
struir un modeste programa de 
accion. 

Falta por ver, cuando tendre¬ 
mos organizadas las estruc- 
turas basicas necesriaspara 
llever a cabo este programa. 
Sin embargo, podemos 
llever al movimiento hacia 
un nivel mayor de organi¬ 
zacion, trabajando consci- 
entemente por ello, 
discutiendolo en cada opor¬ 
tunidad que se presente, 
mientras se van creando las 
estructuras de dichoi pro¬ 
grama y se va materiali- 
zando la red con cada una de 
las personas interesadas en 
la misma. 


AUT0N0MIA EN LOS GRUPOS LOCALES 

Este artlculo esta basada en 
las tareas que conllevaria la for¬ 
macion de una red libertaria de 
activistas anarquistas revolu¬ 
cionarios en toda Norte Amer¬ 
ica. El formar tal red es una 
parte necesaria en elproceso de 
construir una organizacion mas 
revolucionaria y anarquista, sin 
embargo esto es solo una parte. 
En muchos aspectos es mas im¬ 
portante la organizacion diaria 
y l;as tareas que se lleven a cabo 
a nivel local. Una red no tiene 
sentido si esta formada por indi- 
vidous que saltan de conferen¬ 
cias a demostraciones a nivel 
national pero que no estan com- 
prometidos con la verdadera lu¬ 
cha que se lleva a cabo en sus 
propias comunidades. 

Al mismo tiempo que traba- 
jamos para formar una rted, ne¬ 
cesitamos tambien crear 
colectivos revolucionarios y 
anarquistas a nivel local, los 
cuales puedan participar en un 
amplio rango de luchas en la 
comunidad aprendiendo de el- 
los lo suficiente para poder de- 
sarrollar durante el proceso 
pollticas anarquistas mas co- 
herentes. Una red de pequenos 
grupos anarquistas y de com- 
paheros aislados, no se debe 
confundir con una organizacion 
que este basada en colectivos 
locales locales, seguros y es- 
tablecidos. Lo primero ya esta 
formado , lo segundo aun esta 
por venir y peuede todavia tard- 
arse un poco. 

En su maxima expresion, una 
red puede hacer crecer y fomen- 
tar el surgimiento de los colecti¬ 
vos locales. Son embargo, si la 
red no respecta la autonomla de 
los asfixie y como es de esperar 
con la desaparicion de dichos 
colecticos estaria desapareci- 
endo la propia red. Ninguno de 
nosotros esta ciento seguro de 
lo que se debe para formar una 
organizacion anarquista revolu¬ 
cionaria; por lo que debemos ver 
en cada grupo local un fascinate 
experimento en algo nuevo. 

Existen ya varios grupos locale 
que se pueden describir como 
colectivos anarquistas revolucion¬ 
arios. Existen muchos grupos que 
cuentten con companeros de basta 
experiencia que debrian orientar e 
informar sobre organizacion a los 
nuevos colectivos que se encuen- 
tran en proceso de formacion. 1 de- 
sarrollo de los colectivos 
anarquistas revolucionarios 
autonomous a nivel local va a ser el 
foco de el proximo artcubdeestaseria 


DECLARACION POUTKA DE AMOR Y RABIA 


Amor y Rabia es una publication mensual 
anarquista revolucionaria que intenta fomen- 
tar el activismo revolutionario anti-autoritario 
en Norteamerica y construir un movimiento 
anarquista mejor organizado. Proveeremos 
cobertura sobre luchas sotiales, eventos mun- 
diales, acciones anarquistas y brotes de resis¬ 
tance. Apoyaremos la lucha de los oprimidos 
aliededoi del mundo por el control de sus 
proprias vidas. El anarquismo ofrece la mas 
profunda critica de la jerarquia y la domi¬ 
nation, hatiendo posible in armazon para la 
unidad en todas las luchas por la liberation. 
Tratamos de entender los sistemas bajo los 
cuales vivimos mediante nuestro proprio 
analisis y rechazamos cualquier ideologla pre- 
enlatada. El anarquismo es un cuerpo viviente 
teorico-prdctico, conectado directamente a las 
experiencias de los oprimidos que luchan por 
su propria liberatidn. Anticipamos la revision 
constants y radical de nuestras ideas como 
parte necessaria de cualquier proceso revolu¬ 
tionario. 


Amor y Rabia es Revolucionaria 

Apoyamos el derrocamiento de toda forma 
del relatio es sotiales autoritarias y la creation 
de una sotiedad basada en la coopertion, en 
la solidaridad y la ayuda mutua. Reconocemos 
que la revolution social solo puede hacerla 
realidad la mayoria oprimida de la humanidad 
mediante un movimiento auto-gestionario. 
Apoyamos la utilization de cualquier medio 
que sea necessario para enmantipar a la hu¬ 
manidad y alcanzar asi el fin de la guerra, de 
la pobrenza, del hambre, y de la miseria gen- 
erada por el actual sistema. Apoyamos el uso 
de tacticas diversas por el actual sistema. 


Apoyamos el uso de tacticas diversas en de- 
sarollo de una revolution social. 

Amor y Rabia es Anti-esta tista 

Nos oponemos a todos los Estados (gobier- 
nos) sin distinction de ideologias. El objeto del 
Estado es mantener y regular todas las formas 
de domination. El Estado tiene el monopolio 
de la violencia organizada, la politia, el ejertito 
y el sistema de prisiones, imponiendo la or¬ 
ganization de la sotiedad. Nos oponemos al 
sistema de inmigration e intentamos controlar 
el movimiento fibre del pueblo sobre las 
fronteras estatales. Creemos que la gente 
puede organizar sus vidas y sus comunidades. 
Esta organization por si misma puede hacer 
que la gente tome el control de las funciones 
que ahora dependen del Estado. 

Amor y Rabia es Anti-capitalista 

Apoyamos todas las formas de resistentia 
a la domination capitalista - resistentia tal 
como huelgas, luchas en sitios de trabajo, la 
ocupation de edificationes (squatting), huel¬ 
gas por alquieras y luchas por el control comu- 
nitario de los recursos. Deseamos la 
transformatidn total de la production y el con- 
sumo en una economia cooperativa y a favor 
de la vida, que ademas debe ser decentrali- 
zada, equitativa, fluida y experimental, y con- 
trolada por los que partitipan en ella. 

Amor y Rabia es Anti-racista 

Apoyamos la autodetermination de todas 
las comunidades de color. Peleamos en contra 
de la suprematia blanca y trabajamos por una 
sotiedad que respete la diversidad cultural. 
Reconocemos la opresidn espetifica hacia el 
afroamericano, desde epocas de la esclavitud 


hasta el presente. Luchamos por la lieratidn y 
la autodetermination del pueblo negro en los 
Estados Unidos. Reconocemos que las bases 
para la sotiedad ratista de hoy son el genotido 
y la asimilacion forzada del pueblo indigena. 
Apoyamos la conservation de traditiones cul- 
turales y los derechos a la tierra, de los nati- 
voamericanos. Luchamos para erradicar el 
imperialismo cultural. Nos oponemos al ra- 
tismo anti-semita. Apoyamos la autodetermi¬ 
nation del Quebec y el fin de la opresion contra 
el francofono en Norteamerica. Nos organi- 
zamos contra el racismo del los " skinheads," 
el "klan, “ los nazis y el terror policial. Recono¬ 
cemos el racismo impficito en la domination y 
la explotatidn econdmica, politica y militar del 
Uamado "tercer mundo. “ Luchamos por crear 
una sotiedad donde la gente pueda sentirse 
segura, respetada y no amenazada por el ra¬ 
cismo. 

Amor y Rabia es Anti-imperialista 

La sotidedad por la que luchamos cele- 
brara la belleza de la diversidad humana, hon- 
rard la tierra y reconocera las contributiones 
sotiales y culturales de la comunidad humana 
hecha por la mayoria de los habitantes del 
planeta, del pueblo de color. Para crear esta 
sotiedad, la humanidad tiene que derrocar 
esta que ha sido impuesta sobre el planeta por 
una minoria mediante la fuerza, una sociedad 
que ha esclavizado a la mayoria de los pobla- 
dores del planeta para el enriqueziiniento de 
pocos. Esto abarca no solo la domination por 
el capital occidental, sino toda forma de impe¬ 
rialismo estatal. Apoyamos la lucha de todos 
los pueblos oprimidos y explotados, por la 
autodetermination y liberation de la domi¬ 
nation extranajera o domestica. Ademas. 


tambien apoyamos criticamente la lucha de 
todas las nationes de menor poder contra el 
control y el abuso imperialista. 

Amor y Rabia es Anti-sexista 

Rechazamos el patriarcado y luchamos por 
el apoderamiento, la liberation y la autodeter¬ 
mination de todos. Esto incluye la incuestion- 
able libertad de election reproductive y una 
miis accesible atention medica y de cuidado, 
hacia todos sin exclusion. Reconocemos que 
la violencia sexual y el abuso son necesarios 
para la continuidad de la movilidad del Estado. 
El Estado no resolvera nuestros problemas. 
Promovemos toda initiativa y nos adherimos 
tanto colectiva como individualmente. 

Amor y Rabia Apoya la Liber Determi- 
naci6n Sexual 

Rechazamos la autoritaria heterosexu ali¬ 
dad de la familia patriarcal y la traditional 
adoptidn de roles sexuales y apoyamos los 
esfuerzos por promover una pluralidad de rela- 
tiones humano-sexuales en su justa propor- 
cion. Esto incluye la liberacion de 
homosexuales, bisexuales, lesbianas y traves- 
tis. 

Amor y Rabia No Discrlminar las Edades 

Las manifestaciones del gerationafismo 
toma mucha carad, desde la opresion de la 
juventud hasta las problematicas de la gente 
antiana, de todo aquel que es marginado y 
aienado por esta sotiedad. Nuestra idea de 
liberacion es siempre activa y no puede repre- 
sentarse en un solo parrafo. Por lo tanto, esta 
debe ser planteada en todo su respecto en 
nuestro periodico, asi como a traves de nues¬ 
tra vidas. Estos puntos no deberan construir las 


reglas de un juego a seguir, sino que deberan 
compartirse como tarea en las paginas que 
representan a la federation de jovenes anar¬ 
quistas (Anarchist Youth Federation - AYF) y 
en cualquier otro sitio que sea necesario. 

Amor y Rabia es Eco-anarquista 

Todas las formas de vida estan interconec- 
tades. Rechazamos el mito aquel que afirma 
que existimos fuera del mundo natural, mas 
visualizamos la vida humana como parte inte¬ 
gral del mismo. En contraste, deducimos que 
toda forma de domination social solo traera la 
destruction del planeta y por ello, debemos 
acabar con la misma. El capitalismo no salvara 
el planeta por el solo hecho de hacemos cam- 
biar nuestro estilo de vida o seguir una politica 
de protection del ambiente. En realidad, 
tenemos que entender la compficidad del 
estado capitalista con todas las formas de 
domination, tales como el patriarcado y el ra¬ 
cismo, responsables de la actual crisis ecolo- 
gia. La sotiedad anarquista tiene que ser 
ecologista y a su vez, la sotiedad ecologia 
tiene ser anarquica. 

Esta declaration no pretende incluir todos 
los planteamientos que conriemen al anar¬ 
quista o anti-autoritario, como tampoco pre¬ 
tende Amor y Rabia darlo todo por entiendo ni 
unificar todos los puntos enteramente. No 
podemos representar el amplio especto del 
heterogenero movimiento anarquista contem- 
poraneo, ni nos avergonzaremos de algun 
punto de controversia. Finalmente, buscamis 
la incorporation de nuestre lectores y otros ac¬ 
tivistas en nuestro esfuerzo por prosperar, apor- 
tando information, asi como retibiendola por 
parte de los movimientos que defendemos. 
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